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PREFACE. 


THE Editor of the following een 
met with so much instruction in reading the 
Archbishop of Cambray’s writings, as to in- 
cline him to select certain parts of them, 
with a view to his own profit in some fature 
time ; and having proceeded further in it 
than he at first expected, concludes to pub- 
lish them in.a small volume for the benefit 
of others. 

And as this may come into the hands of 
some whohave not had opportunity of know- — 
ing much concerning this good man, the 
following short memoirs of his life are ad- 


ded, written soon after his death by one of — 


his intimate acquaintance. 

When he accepted the Archbishopric of 
Cambray, he resigned the Abby of St. Val- 
lery, which had been given to him by the 
King, without asking it for any of his friends; 
the King wondered at it, and pressed him to 

“Keep it; but he represented, that the reve- 
nues of the bishopric bem more than sufh- 
cient, he thought himself in that case where- 
in the canons forbid plurality ofbenefices. He 

“relinquished, at the same time, the priory, 

which he had from his uncle. So rare a dis- 
mterestedness gained him greatrespect ; but 


ily 
it also occasioned a certain grudge agains 
him, in those persons whom his example 
condemned. ‘This was about the year 1695. 
The high favour he was now in seemed 
to promise a greater advancement ; but there. 
arose a storm against him, which carried 
him for ever from the court.- He became 
acquainted with Madame Guyon,.a religious 
and virtuous woman ; for whom he had con- 
ceived a favourable opinion, and refused to_ 
eondemn herwritings, as was desired ofhim. * 
‘This’ gave offence to some of his former 
iriends, and he was represented as an obsti- 
nate man, incapable of submission to the 
judgment ofhis brother prelates. They were’ 
further displeased with a book’he had writ- 
ten to explain his sentiments more fully ; 
anc with these impressions the King was in- 
duced to confine him to his diocese, and to 
deprive his relations of their employments, 
and banish his friends from court. His good 
understanding, and the purity of his life, 
were no longer considered : his friend was 
to pass for a whimsical enthusiastical wo- 
man; and himself forthe promoter ofa sense- 
tess and profane sect. 


* This excellent woman was much persecuted by some of the 
, Bishops, and at.length imprisoned ; where she remained some > 
years sick, andin‘a rufforine conditic he often requested 
that her crime might be specified, and proved :.... 
an‘e3 not being 
was atlength discharged out of custody, and exiled to Blois, 
where she lived near twelve years, honotred and respected, for 
hier good undcrstanding, sincere piety, pure and modest virtue ; 
_ even by those whe had the strongest prejudices against her. 
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~ uble to make any thing appear against her, she« 


ts 


> 


Le 

Pe hus: confined to his diocese, he there en-, 
joyed that peace of mind which never fails to. 
accompany pure virtue. He applied himself . 
to make men good'and happy, by discharg-, 
ing, With great care, all the functions of his 
episcopal character. He assisted at the ex-- 
aminations of persons who were about to be — 
appointed to the ministerial office, and had. 
conferences. with them every week upon the 
principles of religion, in which he listened. 
to their enquiries with great patience, and. 
gave his answers with a fatherly goodness. 

Notwithstanding the disorders occasioned 
by the war, he was.very assiduous in the - 
visitation of his diocese, and preached in eve- 
ry church. All his sermons came from the 
abundance of his heart, without being. writ- 
ten down. In these public discourses love 
was.the great point im which he made every 
thing. terminate ; but it was such a love as 
produces, and perfects all the Christian vir- 
tues. . He avoided all refined ideas, and su- 
perfluoussornaments, which are contrary to 
the simplicity ofthe gospel : and sought on. 
ly to speak as becomes a good father, so as 
to comfort, relieve,.and enlighten his flock. 
In considering. the affairs of ‘the diocese, he 
never took advantage from his rank, or his 
talents to.decide in any matter by his autho- 
rity alone, .witheut persuasion. ‘’lhe shep- 
herd” he used to say, ‘ has yet more need of 
‘being docile than the flock: he must be con- 
‘ tinually learning, that he may be able to 
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‘teach, and must oftentimes obey, in order 
“to govern well. The wise man increases 
-¢his own wisdom by that which he gathers 
«from another.’ — 
The Bishop’s practice was taeccalle to 
his doctrine, severe to himself: he did not, 
however, affect an austere air, but was cheer- 
ful in all his deportment. He slept little, 
-and was very moderate in his diet : and allow- 

ed himself no pleasure but what is found in 
- filling up his duty. His chief recreation 
was to take the air; and when he went thus 
abroad, he spent the time either in useful 
conversation with his friends, or in seeking 
some occasion to do good to the people. If 
he met with any of the peasants in his way, 
he would ask them questions about the state 
of their family, and gave them advice how to 
regulate their little affairs, and to lead a reli- 
gious life. Sometimes he went into their 
cottages to speak to them ‘of God; and to 
comfort them under the hardships ‘they en- 
dured. He became, in a manner, one of 
them, through the tenderness of a heart 
deeply affected with the love ofa ee 
who was poor. 

Poor himself, in the midst of plenty, he 
gave almost all his revenue away tohospitals; 
young clergymen, whomhe educated; decay- 
ed gentlemen ; and persons ofall ranks, and 
of different nations, who, during the time of 

war, were within the toa of his generosity. 

But these things, which were generally 
admired in him, were nothing in comparison _ 


Vii : 

of that divine life, by which he walked with 
God, like Enoch, and was unknown to men. 
It is, however, Christianity alone which 
can raise to that peace of the Holy Spirit, 
and inwardtranquillity, which excludes, not 
only unprofitable actions, but even useless 
thoughts. This internal quietude he endea- 
voured to attain, while he was outwardly 
employed in performing the duties of human- 
ity, religion, and his vocation. - 

The piety he taught was far from leading 
to a refined deism, and an independence on. 
all visible authority ; as his adversaries insin- 
uated, it furnished, on the contrary, the 
most solid proof of true Christianity. His 
thoughts concerning the state of man by na- 
ture, are, that he is born diseased, but 
that the remedy is ever at hand to cure him. 
The light, which enlightens every man that 
comes intothe world, is never wanting. Eve- 
ry manshallbe judged by the law which he has 
known, and not by that which he has not. 
No one shall be condemned, but for neglect- 
ing to profit by what he knew: the religion 
of Christ consists incharity. The ceremo- 
nies and priesthood are but salutary aid to 
succour our weakness ; ‘ outward and sen- 
siblesignsto encrease in ourselves and others 
the knowledge and love of our common fa- 
ther. Very soon these means shall cease, 
the shadows shall disappear, and the true 
temple be opened. 

Jesus Christ has taught us to look upon 

. this life, this short moment of our banish- 
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ment, here below, as the infancy of our be-. 
ing, and as an obscure night, in which all, 
the pleasures we meet with are but transient 
dreams ; and all the evils we feel but whole-. 
some bitters, to wean us from the love of 
this world, and make us press forward to 
our true and native country. Penetrated 
witha sense ofour nothingness, our inabili-. 
ty, and blindness, he would ‘have us present. 
ourselves before him, the Being of beings ;_ 
that he may impress his image upon our 
souls, enlighten and animate us; and there. - 
by ‘produce in us the choicest virtues, _ till 
at length being made wholly conformable to 
him, he shall consummate us in his diyine. 
fellowship. This is that worship in Spirit 
and ‘in ‘Truth, of which the gospel speaks. 
Thus the Archbishop expresses himself 
in some of his writings, which shews the 
good disposition of his mind. In the latter 
years of his life, he had an opportunity of 
manifesting his love for his country, and for 
strangers, In aneminent manner. The war 
drawing near to Cambray, he became: the 
admiration of the army, by his charity for 
the sick and wounded, and by the hospitali- 
ty of his house. His charity went so far as_ 
to hire houses for the reception of the dis- 


tressed. Such an expense might be thought | 


excessive, at: a time when his revenues 
were much lessened by the neighbourhood 
of the army ;~ but the wants of the distressed 
were the measures of his liberality. His 
house was open, net only to persons of dis- 
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tinction, but was a place of refuge to the 
poorest people. The sudden motions of the 
armies and the disorders that attended them, | 
obliged sometimes whole villages to seek _ 
_that safety in the town, which was not to be 
found.in the open country. As many as 
could be conyeniently were lodged in his» 
house: and neither the painful sight of the 
condition of some, nor the infectious disor- 
ders attending others, could abate his zeal. 
He walked up.and down among them, like 
a good father, shewing, by his sighs, how 
much his heart was moved with compassion. 
His presence and words tended to alleviate 
their distress. 

The veneration in which he was held, was. 
not confined to the Frencharmy alone. He 
was no less respected by theenemy. The 
Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and 
the Duke of Ormond, shewed him all’sorts 
of civilities. ._ They sent detachments to 
guard his meadows, and corn; and caused 
his grain to be conveyed to Cambray, lest 
it should be carried off by their own for-. 
agers.. Such a commanding power has 
true yirtue overall hearts. As he was thus 
loved and respected by strangers, so he re- 
ceived them with great cordiality, of what- 
ever religion they happened to be. How- 

ever, he made no other use of the esteem 
men expressed for him, but to do them 
good. His soul was raised too high above 
the objects of human ambition to be dazzled 
with them. 


x 
It is worthy of notice with what facility 
he suffered himself to be interrupted in any 
business he was about, that he might com- 
municate himself to all, and give himself up 
to the discharge of those duties, which dai- 
ly, and evenhourly, occurred, as it were 
for the exercise of his patience and meek- 
ness. It was thus that one day being ob- 
structed, in a work he had a mind to finish, 
by one ofhis friends, who was leaving Cam- | 
bray, and his friend endeavouring to excuse 
the interruption, he replied, ‘‘Be in no con- 
cern; youdo me more good by interrupt- 
ing me, than I should have gained by pur- 
suing what I was about.” — 
However agreeablehis conversation was in 
public, it was more so in private with his 
friends. Divine love was in him a*source 
of the purest and most generous friendship: 
the sentiments of his heart are pretty fully 
described in a letter he wrote to his pupil, 
the Duke of Burgundy ; an extract of which. 
is as follows: te 
“Divine love,” he says, ‘is not always 
accompanied with a sensible fondness ; but _ 
it is hearty, faithful, constant, and effec-— 
tual. Love will make us bear every thing, 
suffer every thing, hope every thing for our 
friend: it will surmount all uneasinesses : 
it will melt with compassion for the misfor- 
tunes of others : it will weep with thoséthat 
weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice. 
It willdo this, not by a constrained outside 
appearance, and a ceremonious complai- 
o& : 
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sance, but from the abundance of the heart; 
in which divine love will be a living source 
to furnish it with all the sentiments, and. 
dispositions of the most affectionate and sub- 
_ stantial kindness.” 

_ He used much caution in his conduct, 
and way of behaviour, towards his friends. 
He saw their faults, and bore with them with 
great mildness, and sweetness of temper : 
waiting for the proper time of speaking, 
and laid hold of it when it came. He also 
knew how to season his advice, in sucha 
manner as that the most unpleasing truths 
did not give offence.—Divine charity, he 
says, makes great allowances for the weak- 
nesses of others; bears with them; and 
treats them with gentleness and condescen- 
sion : it is never over hasty in its proceeding: 
it may be necessary to wait long for a fa-. 
vourable opportunity to give one single piece 
of wholesome advice: imperfect virtue is 
captious, censorious, severe, and implacable; 
but perfect virtue is uniform, meek, affable, 
and compassionate, ‘‘ It takes every bur- 
then upon itself, and aims chiefly at doing 
good, Itis this principle of disinterested- 
ness, with regard to ourselves, and of com- 
passion for others, which is the true bond 
of society.”’ 

This sweet and mild disposition in the 
Archbishop, did not, however, hinder him 
from speaking the truth to his friends, when 
he thought it necessary; he also was desir- 
ous they should use the same freedom to- 
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- wards him, as appears by the manner of his 
writing, as follows : ” 

_ “Trequest you, more than ever, not to 
spare me in telling me my faults, though 
you should think you discover a fault in me, 
which perhaps I have not, the harm will 
not be great. If your intimation and adyice 
offend me, I shall thereby see that you have 
reached the quick ; and thus you will still do 
me agreat benefit, by inuring me to reproof, 
and to a Christian lowliness of spirit. The 
higher I am raised, by my character, the 
more I ought to be humbled. And I hope, 
that far Heep weakening our union, _ it will 
be a. means to strengthen i TRE : 

Neither beisabattnag nor distance, could les- 
sen his affection towards his friends, though 
he had not seen them of along time. In one 
of his letters, he says, ‘‘ Let us all dwell in 
our only centre, where we may continually 
meet, and be but one! We are very near, 
though we see not each other; whereas 
people, who are in the same house, and 
chamber, may live at a great distance, as to 
a true fellowship: God unites and brings to- 
gether the most remote points of distance, 
with regard to those hearts. that are united 
in him !” 

Though he was resigned to the divine w itl, 
yet nobocly was more sensibly touched with 
the loss of his friends : true virtue regulates 
the passions without extinguishing “them, 
and ean reconcile the sentiments of hu manity 

with those ofreligion, so that the one shall 
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not destroy the other. He used to weep for 
the death of his friends, without hiding his 
tears. Yet, in the midft of his grief, he still 
preserved his tranquillity, and comforted 
those who mourned like himself, for the loss 
sustained, | 

In the beginning of the year 1715, he fell 
ill of an inflammation of his lungs, attended 
witha fever, which lasted about six days, 
with sharp pains: during this time he gave 
all the tokens of a truly Christian patience, - 
meekness, and constancy; in his last mo- 
ments, the only words he uttered, were, 
Not my will, but thine, be done. 

Itappeared, after his death, that he had 
not made it his care to accumulate riches, 
but died poor; as he had lived, in a great 
measure, without money, and free from 


debts. 


EXTRACTS 
‘FROM THE 
WRITINGS OF FENELON, 


_ ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 


———————— 


The Necessity of knowing and loving God. 


WE should consider that we ,are no- 
thing of ourselves ; we are only what God 
made us to be, and only for such time as 
he pleases. He need only withdraw his 
hand, which supports us, to plunge us into 
the abyss of our own nothingness; as a 
stone, which we hold in the air, falls by its 
own weight when we no longer holdit. We 
have not, therefore, being or life, but through 
the gift of God. 

Again there are other blessings of a still 
more pure and elevated kind: a good hfe is 
worth more than the life itself; virtue is of a 
greater value than health ; rectitude of heart, 
and the love of God, are as much above any 
* temporal gifts, as the heavens are above the 
earth. If, therefore, without his help we can- 
not for one moment possess those favours so 
eross, how much more certainly must he 
give us those sublime gifts of his love. 
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-O, my God, not to know thee then, is 
to regard thee as out ofus, asan Almighty 
Being that gives laws to all nature, and has 
made all things visible! This is but to know 
one part of that which thou art, and to be 
ignorant of that which is most wonderful, 
and most concerns thy reasonable creatures. 

That which elevates my soul, and inspires 
‘me with hope, is, thatthou art the God ofmy 
heart ; there thou doest all that pleaseth thee. 
When Iam good, it is thou that makest me 
so: itis thou that animatest my soul, as my 
soulanimates my body ; thou art more pre- 
sent and intimate to me, than Iam to myself. 
This self, for which I have so much sensi- 
bility, ought to be a stranger in comparison 
of thee: it is thou that gavest it to me, 
therefore thou requirest that F should love 
thee more than it. 

What a comfort it is, O my God, to think 
that every thing is the work of thy hand, all 
within and all without me. Thou art always 
with me. When I do evil, thou art with me, 
reproaching me for the evil I do, making me 
regret the good I have omitted, and shewing 
me a mercy which stretcheth forth its arms to 
receiveme. When I do good, it is thou in- 
spirest me with the desire of it, and effectest 
it in me ; it is thou that inclinest my heart 
to love the good, and detest the evil; it is 
thou that sufferest, that entreatest, that edi- 
fiest my neighbour, that givest alms. I do 
all these things, but it is through thee, who 
causest me todothem. These good works, 
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which are thy gifts, become thy works; but 
they are always thy gifts, and cease to be 
good works, when I regard them as my own, | 
an dwhen their being thy gift (which alone 
makes them valuable) escapes my sight. 

_O, Father of mercy, I will no longer rea- 
son on thy grace, but silently resign myself 
to it : it does. all in man, it is by it that Tact,. 
and that I forbear, that I suffer, that I believe, 
that I hope, and that I love.. If I obey its 
influence, it will be all in me ; by it I shall. 
effect all. itis this that moves. the heart, 
but inthe end the heart must be moved, and’ — 
thou dost not save man without. his co-ope-. 
ration :. Therefore it is my business to work 
without delay, that I may: not check that. 
grace: which impels me ; all the good I have 
proceeds from it, all the evil from myself. 
When. I do good, it is that: animates me ; 
when I do evil, it is because I resist it.. God 
would not that I should know more than 
this, every. thing else would. only serve to 
nourish in me a vain curiosity. . 

When shall we love God truly ? When: 

shall we seek him who seeks us, and carries. 
us in his arms? In his tender and paternal 
bosom we forget. him; it isthe sweetness. 
of his gifts, that prevents our reflecting on 
the giver :. those favours which he is every 
moment bestowing upon us, instead of melt-. 
ing us into love, only serve to attract our at-. 
tention from its proper object.. 
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The most excellent prayer is nothing else 
but the love of God ; its excellency consists 
not in the multitude of eur words, for they 
are. not necessary to make known unto God 
the sentiments, of our hearts. 

True prayer then is that of the heart, and 
the heart can only ask that which it desires. 
To pray thenis to desire, but this desire must 
be according to the will of God. 

They always. pray, whose hearts always’ 
feel true love and desire. That love which 
is hidden in the bottom of ther souls, 
prays without ceasing ; even while the spirit 
cannot be actually attentive. God ceases. 

‘not to regard in the soul that desire which 
he forms himself, though. the soul is not al- 
ways conscious of it: it is a secret voice 
which perpetually draws down his mercies ; 
it is this spirit, which, as St. Paul says, 
‘* Helpeth our infirmities, and maketh in- 
tercession for us, with groanings which.can- 
not be uttered.’? Romans villi. 26. 

This love solicits God to give us. what 
we want, to overlook our defects, and regard 
the sincerity of our intentions ; it blots out. 
our smaller offences, and purifies us asa 
consuming fire : it prays for us according 
to the will of God ; for we know not what to 
pray for as we ought, and would often ask 
‘what would prove hurtful te us, as certain 
pious fervours, sensible tastes, and an appar- 
ent perfection, which would only serve to 
nourish the natural life, and a confidence in 
our own strength. 
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When we are busied in outward things, 
and the discharge of our duty in that state 
in which Providenee has placed us, unavoid- 
ably causes distraction, we nevertheless car- 
ry within us a fire which never goes out ; 
but, on the contrary, nourishes a secret pray- 
er, which is a lamp incessantly burning be- 
fore the throne of God; ‘* if we sleep our 
heart waketh.’’? Cant. v. 3. ‘* Blessed are 
those whom the Lord shall find thus wak- 
ing.’? Luke xii. 37. 

To preserve this spirit of prayer, so -ne- 
cessary to our union with God, we must 
observe two principal things ; the one is, to 
endeavour to nourish it; the other, to avoid 
every thing that may deprive us of it. _ 

--That which deprives us of the spirit of 
prayer, ought to fill us with terror, and calls 
for all our caution. Thus we ought to fly 
_ those vain companions who dissipate us too 
much, those pleasures which excite the pas- 
sions, every thing that awakens a relish for 
the world, and those old inclinations which 
have been fatal to us. 

Meditation is not prayer, but it is the ne- 
cessary foundation of it. It makes us sen- 
sible of those truths which God has revealed 
tous. By meditation, we shall learn not 
only the depth of the mysteries of Christian- 
ity, and the truths of the gospel; but also all 
that these truths ought to impress upon our 
minds, in order to our regeneration: these 
truths ought to bealong time sinking into our 
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hearts, as the dye by degrees tinges the wool 
that imbibes it. 

A. man who owes himself to the public, 
would offend God, should he think himself 
in union with him, while he passed that time 
in. meditation and retirement, which was 
necessary for the discharge of the duties of 
his employment. 

The true union with God, consists in ful- 
filling his -will in the most wearisome and la- 
borious duties of our state, without relaxa-. 
tion, and in opposition to all our natural. 
aversions. , 

The general cautions against dissipation: 
are, to avoid, as much as possible, all: con-. 
nections and intimacy with people whose: 
maxims are in opposition to those of Christi-. 
anity; especially when these infectious maxims; 
are such, as.we ‘have formerly been: seduced: 
by. They will easily cause our wounds to: 
bleed afresh, as they have a secret intelligence 
with the bottom of our hearts, where there. 
is a soft and insinuating counsellor always: 
ready to blind and betray us. 

The holy scripture advises us to judge of 
a man by his friends. Eccles. xiii. 20.. 
And indeed, how can he who loves God, 
and desires no longer to love any thing but 
through him, choose for his bosom friends, 
those who neither love nor know God, and 
who regard such an affection as a contempti- 
ble weakness ?. Can a heart full of God, and 
that is sensible of its own weakness, can it 
ever be at rest among those ‘whose senti- 
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ments never agree with it, and with whom it 
_-is in continual danger of losing all its trea- 
‘sure? The taste of such people, and the taste 
that faith inspires, are absolutely incom- 
patible. Bice 
_1 am very sensible there are worldly at- 
tachments, which neither can nor ought to 
be broken. There are friends to whom we 
are bound by an esteem for theirnatural good 
qualities, by gratitude, by the attachment of 
“a sincere friendship, and lastly, by the laws 
of decency, and necessary intercourse. To 
withdraw entirely our confidence and. famili- 
arity from such persons, would wound them 
to the heart. But then, without breaking 
with them, or avowing any coolness, there 
are gentle and imperceptible means oflessen- 
ing our intercourse with them. We may 
distinguish them from common acquaint- 
ances, converse with them in private, and 
open our hearts to them on certain subjects, 
where probity and friendship are sufficient 
to enable them to give us good advice, and 
where our sentiments may agree; though 
perhaps the very same Judgment in us, may 
proceed from motives more pure and eleva- 
ted than any they are actuated by. 

Finally, we may continue to serve them 
with all the assiduity of the most cordial 
friendship, without giving up our hearts to 
them. ~ . cS 

Nothing can be more dangerous than the 
neglect of By 4 precaution ; and if we do not 
in the beginning exert ourselves courageous- 
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ly to render our piety free and independent 
of such irreligious friends, it is a piety that 
threatens approaching ruin. Ifa man, who 
is beset with such friends, is naturally weak, 
and his passions easily inflamed, it is cer- 
tain.these friends, be they ever so sincere, 
will draw him back from his devotion. I 
will suppose them, if you please, virtuous, 
honest, full of fidelity, and every thing that 
constitutes friendship, in. the eyes of the 
world. Yet all this avails not, nor will it 
prevent their corrupting him. The more 
amiable they are, the more they are to be 
dreaded. As for those who have not these 
amiable qualities, they must immediately be 
given up ; and we should esteem ourselves 
most happy that a sacrifiee which ought to- 
cost so little, can bé available towards ase- 
curity so momentous, as that of everlasting 
Fife. fo ik ty 
Besides this care with regard to our com- 
panions, we must earefully observe some 
hours to converse with God alone, in soli- 
tude and prayer. Those who are in great 
_ employments, have so many indispensable: ~ 
duties to attend, that they have little time’ 
left for this holy intercourse with God, un- 
less they are very careful in the management 
of their hours : so little, that if they have a- 
ny inclination for amusement, they will with. 
dificulty, observe the appointed hours, for: 
the service of either God or thtir neighbour. 
We must then steadily adhere to some 
tule: the severity of observing it may ap- 
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pear excessive ; but without this regularity 

all will fall into confusion, we shall become 
dissipated, relaxed, lose our strength, and 
become insensibly more and more alienated : 
from God; nor shall we perceive this wan-. 
dering of our hearts, until we have strayed 
so far, that we have neither hope nor cou- 

rage sufficient to enable us to return. 

Let us pray then, let us pray. Prayer is 
our only safety. Blessed be God who hath 
not cast out my prayer, nor turned bis: 
mercy from me. Psl. lxvi. 20... To be 
faithful in prayer, we must be faithful in re-- 
gulating all the occupations ofthe day with 
an inflexible resolution. 

Be content with your daily bread, and re- 
member that in the wilderness the manna they 
gathered for more than one day, presently . 
corrupted ; so true itis, that the children of 
God should be wholly intent: upon. rightly 
employing their present graces, without de- 
siring to anticipate the designs of his Provi- 
dence upon them. 

Tn this way God will be your guide, and- 
will himself travel with you, as he did hereto- _ 
fore with the Israelites, to lead them step by 
step through the wilderness tothe land of pro- 
mise. Happy will you be, if you suffer God 
to take possession of you, and to doin you 
what he pleases, not according to your in- 
clinations, but his designs. . 
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On Mortification. ; | 
GOD calls us toa daily and hourly exer- 
cise of mortification. And, perhaps, itis a 
very considerable one to avoid every thing 
that is prejudicial to our health. But God 
regulates all in the heart he once possesses ; 
he accustoms it gently to the prescribed rule, 
~ deprives the will ofa certain inflexibility, and 
removes a dangerous confidence in our own 
judgment ; he blunts the edge of the desires, 
cools the passions, detaches the man not on- 
ly from outward objects, but even from him- 
self, and rendershim gentle, amiable, simple, 
lowly in his own eyes, and ready to will or 
not will, according to his good pleasure. 
Let this be our state, as it is the will of God, 
and let us not resist him. 
That mortification, that comes from the 
hand of God, is more profitable for us than 
those sensible fervours in prayer, which are 
according to our own taste and inclination. 
Very frequently those mortifications which 
consist in aconstant resignation tothestrokes 
of Providence, are more advantageous to us, 
than the greatest artificial austerities which 
render us more singular, and tempt us to a 
vain complacency in ourselves. He who 
constantly accepts every thing that happens 
in the order of: Providence, and: seeks no- 
thing but what it gives, will find that every 
day will make him a partaker of the cross of 
Christ. These crosses are as truly the effect 
of Providence, as any other thing the most 
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essential to our rife: they are our daily bread, 
which God never suffers us to want, and are 
frequently the purest mortifications sae 
souls can suffer, as they prevent their m 
tifying themselves according to their own 

choice, and call them to a perpetual state of 
such mortification as is suitable to the designs 
_ of God. 

When we are not resigned to the humilia- 
tions of Providence, there is great reason to 
fear that there is too much of seated in these 
austerities which our fervour inclines us to 
seek : this fervour is often deceitful, and I 
believe it is expedient to try our souls by 
their fidelity to daily and providential crosses, 


On Self-renunciation, 


THE foundation of all our malady is a 
olind self-love, which becomes a species of 
idolatry. All that we love outwardly, we 
love only for ourselves. We must not be de- 
ceived by those generous friendships inwhich 
we appear to forget ourselves, and think on- 
ly of the interests of those { to whom we are 
attached. When, in the commerce of friend- 
ship, we have no sordid interests in view, 
we pursue others which are more latent, 
more delicate, and more laudable in the opi. 
nion of the world; but these are so much 
the more dangerous and capable of corrup- 


ting us, us they afford a finer nourishment 


to. self-loVedi: its ae D2 tein tee OS 
_ Let us conclude, that the love of God'a- 

lorie can detach us from ourselves. If the 
powerful hand of God did. not support us, 
we should not know where to set our foot 
to take one step outofourselves. 

Nothing isa more effectual bar to receiv 
ing this grace of self-renunciation than a 
philosophical pride, and self-love, disguised 
under the mask ofa worldly generosity. ‘The 
more we have by nature of candour, com- 
wlacency in virtue, delicacy of sentiment, a 
astetor probity, anddisinterested friendship, 
the more we ought to srive to get loose from 
self, and fear the being delighted with those 
natural gifts. .... = 

As it may be enquired what this self-re- 
nunciation is, in some other respects, I will 
add, we are easily convinced that it is our 
duty to renounce all criminal pleasures, un- 
just acquisitions, and evident vanities: but 
it is not so easy to see the necessity of re- 
nouncing wealth which is lawfully acquired, 
the sweets of an innocent. and reputable life; — 
‘and, finally, the honours which are the con- 
sequence ofa gond reputations 

What makes it dificult for us to under- 
stand that we should fendimece these things 
is, that we ought not absolutely to reject — 
them, but should use them:soberly, suitable 


to that state in which Providence has plac- 
ed us, | . tras 
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The comforts of a.calm and iddeetul life, 
are necessary to support us under the diffi. 
nnexed to e ery state: with regard 
‘to honours, we should have respect to decen- 
cy; and to supply our necessities, should 
preserve the wealth we possess. How then, 
it may be said, do we renounce those things, 
while we employ our care to preserve them? 
The true way is, without anxiety to do all 
‘we can to preserve them, that we may make 
a sober use of them, without setting our 
affections on them. | ar 
Thus the way to renounce things i in them- 
selves evil, is to reject them with horror; but 
the way to renounce good things, is to use 
them with moderation as occasion requires, 
always studying to retrench those imaginary 
wants, with which our avaricious nature 
would pamper itself. - 
Observe, that we must not only renounce 
evil, but good things ; for Jesus Christ has 
said without snubeiction;- “¢ Whosoever for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.’? Luke xiv. 33. 
We must renounce those that are most 
dear to us, and whom we are in duty bound © 
to love: this renunciation consists in loving 
them only for God, enjoying the consolation 
-of their friendship occasionally, and with so- 
wbriety, being ready to part: with them when 
it is the will of God, and never seeking in 
-them the true repose of the heart. This is 
the chastity of true Christian friendship, 
which seeks the heavenly spouse in a mo;tal 


and terrestrial friend. In this manner we use 
the creatures and the world, as ifwe used 
them not, according to St. Paul’s expressi- 
on: we desire to use what God bestows, and 


love them so far as it is his will we should ; 


restraiming our hearts in the use of them, 
and reserving our affections for a more pro- 
per object. 

It is in this sense that Jesus Christ would 
have us renounce father, mother, brethren, 
sisters, and friends. Ifat the bottom of our 
heart we are attached to any creatures more 
than to God, our heat. is no longer worthy 
of him. 

After having renounced all outwardthings, 
then comes the last sacrifice, which is that 
-of all within us; and that is in reality re- 
nouncing ourselves. Weare as much captiv- 


ated with our understanding, our wisdom, 


and our virtue, asa woman ee this world is 
with her beauty; we regard them with the 
same complacency; we delight in being 
thought wise, temperate, and free from the 
intoxications that disorder others; and by 
this means we become intoxicated with the 
vanity of not appearing to be soin prosperity, 
and of renouncing, by a courageous modera- 
tion, all that the world most prizes. 

O how dangerous is this state! How sub- 
tile is its poison! How certainly shall we 
offend God, if we resign our hearts to this re- 
fined self-love! We must then renounce 
all: enjoyment of, and all natural complacen- 
‘ey in our own wisdom and virtue. 
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| Remember, that the more excellent the 
gifts of God are, the more jealous he is of 
_them. He desires we should be attached to 
“him alone, and not to his gifts, be they ever 
“so excellent, only so far as is according to 
“his design, to unite us the more intimately 
‘to himself. Whoever regards with compla- 
cency, and as his own property, the graces 
he has received from God, converts them 
into poison. 
__ Let us beware then of appropriating to. 
_ ourselves, not only outward things, as our | 
talents, and the favour we stand in with 
_ men, but also the internal gifts of God. The 
goodness of our own willis not less the free 
_ gift of God, than our being and life which 
come from him. We must live then as 
debtors ; all that isin us, and all that we are, 
is but a loan from God, to be used according 
to the intention of the lender; and never to 
be considered as at our own disposal, and 
as a possession that belongs to us. 

It is this spirit which appropriates nothing 
to itself, and this simplicity with regard to 
ourselves to follow the motions of God, in 

~ which consists the solid renunciation of our- 

“selves. And when this desire is in the bot- 

~tom of the heart, God himself leads us as it 
‘were by the hand, and exercises this renun- 
ciation in the daily occurrences of life. | 

It is not by painful reflections and continu- 
alcontentions that we renounce ourselves ; 
but by abstaining from all self-secking, and 
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being willing to be as-God pleases, i gstte 
lose ourselvesinhim. 

‘We see in ourselves many “real: good ine 
tentions, but we ahpules Be terrified did we — 
perceive to how map: we are still at- 
tached. It is not indee ‘dat ully and preme- 
‘ditately that we have these attachments; we 
say not in ourselves, T have them, pies de- 
sire to have them; but, notwithstanding, 
we really have them, and are sometimes 
afraid of digging too deep, lest we shoulddis- 
cover them: we are sensible of our ek: 
ness, and dare not. proceed. | 

‘Sometimes also we are willing to examine 
ourselves to the bottom, that we may ‘sacri- 
fice allto God; but this is only a fit of 1 
like that of Peter’s, when he said, Lord, I 

am ready to go with thee, both into prison 
and to death. And afterwards was terrified 
by the question of a servant maid. 

We seek to discover allour defects; and 
God directs usin this enquiry. He refuses 
us a light too strong for our state of "grace : : 
he suffers us not to perceive in our heart, 
that which it is not yet the season to de- 
prive us of. It is a wonderful-procedure of. 
the Divine goodness, never to solicit us in- 
wardly to forsake aught that we have hither- 
to loved and possessed, without suitably en- 
lightening us; and that his light never directs 
us to make any sacrifice which he does not 
give us strength to perform. oe : 

We may rest in peace, provided we are 
faithful to what we know. Whatever else 
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As necessary forsus, God. will reveal in. his 
own.time. Itjis in. mercy that God:thus.con- 
ceals from sus such things as we ‘are-not yet 
able to bear. We have .a certain impatient 
zeal for our own perfection, whichis desirous 
for immediately seeing and sacrificing all: 
but.an, humble confidence, while under the 
/hand_.of-God, is more useful towards.aecom- 
_plishing the death of self, than all.our uneasy 
efforts to advance our own perfection. 
‘Let.us-then -be content-to follow the light 
of the present moment, without looking fur- 


ther. Itis-our daily bread, which.God gives _ : 


_us only for oneday ;,,it is like the manna in 
the wilderness; and he that would,gather -a 
“double portion, and make provision ‘for the 
ensuing day, grossly deceives himself. It 
will corrupt inhis -hands, and.he will have 
_no more.of it to;feed-on, than he who gathers 
foroneday. 
‘tis this child-like dependance on God, to 
which,he would fain bend..our spirits... He 
dispenses his internal.light, as a prudent mo- 
ther-assigns to her daughter the task she is to 
perform, and as soon as it is-finished, allots 
her another. 


Virtue. 


_ THE practice of virtue does not con- 
sist in words; they can never suffice to at- 
tain the kingdom of God. It is to be attain- 


$2 : 
‘ed otily by a perpetual violence, which we 
-Must offer to ourselves ; a violence, when the © 
torrent of the world is to be resisted, which 
‘prevents our doing good, after having so 
‘frequently been the occasion of our doing 
evil; a violence, when we are in part to re- © 
nonce ‘what is necessary, that we may not 
be deceived, in too readily imagining that 
we have relinquished what is superfluous ; ~ 
‘a violence, when we are to mortify our spi- 
‘yits, not thinking we have done sufficient 
“when we have mortified our bodies ; a vio- 
lence, for being perfectly contented in what- 
-eyer state we are, without desiring more con- 
yeniences, more honour, more, health, or 
any other company, not even that of good 
people. Lastly, a violence, to arrive at that 
degree of indifference, which is necessary for 
a Christian, who has no will but that of his 
Creator, to whom he leaves the success of all 
his affairs, though he employs himself in 
them ; who acts stitably to his condition, 
‘but does so without anxiety ; who takes plea- 
sure in looking up to God, and does not 
fear the being retarded by him; who hopes . 
that the eye of God will be upon him for the 
correction of his faults ; and who peacefully 
relies on his mercy, with regard to the pu- 
nishment to them. 
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Salvation. 


‘SALVATION i is not to be attained 
merely _by ceasing to do ill; we must also 
add to it the practice of that which is good. 
The kingdom of heaven is too great a trea- 
‘sure to be bestowed on the timorous slave, 
who only abstains from evil because he is a- 
‘fraid to commit it. God desires to have 
children that should love him for his good- 
ness, and not slayes, who only serve him 
through the dread of his power. We must 
then love him, and consequently do all that 
true love inspires. — 

Many apparently well-meaning people de- 
ceive themselves on this subject: they are 
jealous of their liberty, and afraid of losing it 
by devoting themselves too much. to piety : 
but they should consider, that they are not 
their own, 1 Cor. vi. 19. but God’s, who 
has created them solely for himself, and 
ought to rule them as he pleases. 


Against Temptations. 


THERE are two things to be done with 
regard to temptations. The first is tobeguid-. 
_- ed by our inward light, in retrenching, with- 
- out delay, as faras we are at liberty, all that 
“may nourish or awaken the temptation. I 
say, as far as we are at liberty ; because it 
does not always depend upon us to avoid 
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what excites to evil, | What is incident te 
the state in which Providence has placed us, 
is not supposed to be inour own power. 
- The second rule is, when tempted, always 
to turn to God, and not disquiet ourselves by 
considering whether we have not already in 
part consented, so as to interrupt the imme- 
diate tendency of our heart to God. By 
examining too closely whether we have not 
been guilty of some infidelity, we are in dan- 
ger of being again involved in the tempta- 
tion, The shortest and surest method isto 
_ act like a child at the breast, who, if it is 
shewn a frightful monster, starts back with 
horror, and sinks into the bosom of its mo- 
ther, that it may no longer perceive it. 

The practice of the presence of God, is 
of all others the most sovereign remedy; it — 
comforts, supports, and calms us ; we must 
not be surprised even at the most shameful 
temptations. Jy son, says the son of Sirach, 
if thou come to serve the Lord, prepare — 
thy soul for temptation. Eccles. xi. 1. 

Every thing in this world is temptation. — 
Crosses tempt us, by irritating our pride, 
and prosperity by flattering it. Our whole 
life is a continual warfare, but a warfare in 
which Jesus Christ fights for us. 

We must march on, though temptations _ 
surround us; as a traveller, surprised by a” 
storm, wraps himself up in his cloak, and — 


proceeds notwithstanding the foulness of 
the weather. 
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~ With regard to what is past, when we have 
satisfied our conscience by a sincere repen- 
tance, evinced by the actual forsaking of our 
sins, we have nothing to do but to cast all 
our iniquities into the abyss of mercy. 

~ When an involuntary remembrance of past 
troubles occurs, we should remain confound- 
ed, and as it were nothing in the presence 
of God, peacefully bearing in his adorable 
sight, all the shame and ignominy of our 
sins, without seeking, cherishing, or recal- 
ling the too dangerous remembrance of them, 
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On Sorrows 


WITH regard to such a kind of sadness 
as depresses and contracts the heart, there 
~ are two rules, the observation of which seems 
to me of preat importance. ‘The first is, to 
remove this sorrow by such means as Provi- 
dence has fiirnished us with: for example, 
not to burthen ourselvés with laborious bu- 
siness, s6 as to sink tinder a load greater 
than we are able to bear; to spare not only 
the powers of the body, but likewise those. 
of the mind} to set apart hours for prayer, for — 
@ reading, for enlivening our spirits by pious, 
ay even by cheerful conversation, so as at 
once to recreate both our bodies and minds, 
suitably to our necessity: - 
We should also have some wise and diss 
crete person, to whom we might unburden 
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our hearts of every thing, except the seerets 
of another ; for this is a comfort that pecu- . 
liarly eases an heavy heart. 

Troubles, too long retained in the heart, . 
frequently burst it; whereas, if we could 
vent them, we should see they were not de- 
serving of all the bitterness they caused. | 

The second rule is, peacefully to bear all 
involuntary emotions of sorrow. Inward dis- 
couragements expedite our progress in the 
road of faith, provided they do not stop us, 
and that the slothfulness of the soul does not’ 
yield to this sorrow, which, if permitted, 
would conquer all its powers. A step taken 
in this state, is more valuable than a thou- 
sand taken when the soul is ina more sweet 
and comfortable disposition, 

This sensible courage, which renders eve- 
ry thing casy,. which does and suffers all 
things, is often deceitful, as it nourishes 
self-confidence, and a certain eleyation of 

_heart, This courage, though sometimes 
wonderfully edifying to the world, nourishes 
within us a secret satisfaction, and inward 
testimony, which is a subtile poison. 

W erclish our own virtue, are delighted 
with it, we would possess it, and are pleased 
with its strength. = 

“\ weak and humble soul, who finds no re- 
sour ce in itself, who fears, is troubled, and 
sorrowful; who cries out, like cur Lord on 
the cross, My God, my God, why hast thou 

Jorsaken me? is much more purified, more 
deadto all the desires of self, than those brave 
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souls, who enjoy in peace the fruits of their 
virtue.—Happy soul that is thus bruised by 
God, and whom he deprives of all strength 
in itself, that it may be supported only by 
him ; who is sensible of its own poverty, 
and is content ; who bears, besides outward 
crosses, this great inward one of the despon- 
dency of the heart, without which all others 
avail but little. 


On Dejection and Dissipation. 


THERE are two things which especi- 
ally disquiet ; the one is to avoid a certain 
dissipation, the other to bear up against de- 
jection and melancholy. As to dissipation it 
will never be remedied by strained reflections. 
Do not hope to do the work of grace by the 
springs and ingenuities of nature. Be content 
to give up thy will without reserve to God, 
and never regard any state as grievous, but 
accept it with resignation to the Divine Pro, 
vidence. , 4 

Be not troubled that the sensible presence 
of God is often withdrawn; content thyself 
in the course ofthe day, with a general view 
of God, so that ifat any time thou art asked, 
what is the disposition of thy heart, it would 
be true to say, it aims at God, though some 
other objects might outwardly require its at- 

tention. Withregard to the wanderings of 
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thy imagination which are unavoidable, ..be 
not too much grieved at them. . We often 
distract ourselves by the fear of being dis- 
tracted, and afterwards by the regret of hay- 
ing beenso.  _ ; 

We should say to a man, who spent his 
time in considering the falls he might possi- 
bly meet with instead of proceeding on his 
journey, Go on, goon: Isay the same to 
thee; Go on, without stopping or looking 
behind. Walk, says the apostle to the 
Thessalonians, that ye may abound more 
and more. 1 Thess. iv. 1. The abound-. 
ings in the love of God will rectify mistakes 
much more effectually, than thy disquiet and 
uneasy returns to self. 


How we ought to watch over ourselves. 


WITH regard to watching over our- - 
selves, the following appears to me to be the 
best manner of practising this vigilance. 
The wiseanddiligent travelleralways watches 
over his steps, and has his eyes upon that 
part of the road which is immediately before: 
him : he is not incessantly turning back to 
count his steps, and examine the road he 
has passed; this would be losing that time 
in which he ought to proceed on his journey. 

A. soul whom God really leads by the hand, 
~ ought indeed to watch over its way, but then - 
it should be with a simple and tranquil yigi-_ 
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lance, confined to the present moment, and: 
without any uneasiness proceeding from self- 
love. This vigilance is a continual attention 
to the will of God to fulfil it every moment, 
and not a return to ourselves that we may be 
assured of our state, which God would have 
us ignorant of. Wherefore the Psalmist says, 
Mine eyes are ever looking unto the Lord, 
for be shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
Psalm xxv. 15. ; 
Observe that to guide his feet aright, in 
the way where the net is laid, instead of 
casting his eyes down to the ground to exa- 
‘mine all his steps, he lifts them up unto the 
Lord: We can never watch better over our- 
selves, than when we walk with God always 
present before our eyes, as he directed Abra- 
ham to do. And in effect, to what should 
all our watchfulness tend, but to follow step 
by step the willof God? He who conforms 
himself to it in all things, truly watches over 
himself, and every thing is sanctifiedto him. 
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On the inward ‘teaching of God’s Holy 
Spirit. 


IT is certain from Scripture, Rom. viii. 
John xiv. that the spirit of God dwelleth in 
us, that it acts there, that it there prays with- 
_ out ceasing, that it there asks for us what 
“we ourselves know not how to ask for, that 
- jt animates us, speaks to us in silence, sug- 
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gests all truth to us, and unites us so to it- 
self, that we become one spirit with God. 
He that is joined to the Lord, is one Spi- 
LE toirek he OLsaRies teks 

‘This is what the teachers who are furthest 
removed from the inward life cannot avoid 
acknowledging. Yet notwithstanding these 
principles, in their practice, they aim at sup- 
posing, that the outward written law, or at 
most a certain light, derived from Scripture 
and reasoning, is what inwardly enlightens 
us, and that afterwards our reason acts of it- 
self from that instruction. They esteem 
not enough that inward teacher, which is the 
Holy Spirit, and which effectsallinus. He 
is the soul of our soul: we could not form 
a thought or desire but through him. Alas, 
how great then is our blindness ! we esteem 
ourselves as if alone in this inward sanctua- 
ry ; and, quite the contrary, Ged is more in- | 
timately there than we ourselves. 

Perhaps it will be said, What then are we 
inspired ? Yes, without doubt. Without 
the actual inspiration of the spirit of grace, — 
we could neither do, will, or believe any 
good. We are then always inspired, but 
we incessantly stifle this inspiration. God 
ceases not to speak, but the noise and hurry 
of things without, and our passions within, 
deafen, and hinder us from attending to him. 
We must silence every creature, we must 
silence ourselves also, to hear, ina profound — 
stillness of the soul, this expressible voice — 
ef Christ, the bridegroom of our souls. 
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We must be’ very attentive, for it is a soft 
and still voice, which is not to be heard but 
by those who listen to it alone. O how 
seldom does the soul keep silence enough to 
let God speak! The lowest whisper of our 
vain desires, or self-love attentive to itself, 
disturbs all the words of the Spirit of God. 
We hear plain enough that he asks for some- 
thing; but we kaos not what he says, and 
are often glad, not to understand it. The 
smallest reserve, the ieast.reeard for self, the 
least fear of understanding too plainly, that 
God asks more than we are wiliing to give 
him, disturbs this inward voice. Shalk we 
be surprised then, if so many, even pious 
persons, but still full ofamusements, vamde-. . 
sires, false wisdom and confidence in their 
own virtues, cannot hear it, and regard this 
inward voiceas afaaitienkelimnsia: Alss, what 
would they be at by their'disdainfu il reason- 
ings? To what purpose would the outward 
Pee of teachers be, and.even of the Scrip- 
tures, if it were not for the imward voice of 
the holy. Spirit, which gives them ell their 
eficacy ? The outward word of the gospel 
- itself, Ww ithout. this living.eticacious: word 
within; would be but an empty sound. It 
is the letter that -alone killeth, and the spix 
rit that alone giveth lite. . Q word,O eter- 
nal and ail pow ‘ite word pbike Father, itis 
thou. that * speakest in the. bottom of our 
‘souls! That iward which proceeded out of 
the mouth of our Saviour during the days: of 
D 2 
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his mortal life, would not have had somuch — 
virtue, nor been productive ofsuch fruits on - 
earth, but because it was animated by this* 
word of life, whichis the word itself. This 
made Peter say, Lord, to whom shall we _ 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
John vi. 68. 

It is not then only the outward law of 
the gospel, which God shews us inwardly by 
the light of reason and faith; it is his Spirit 
that speaks, that moves us, that operates In 
us, and animates us: so that it is this spi- 
rit, which does in us all the good we do, as 
it is our soul that animates our body, and 
regulates all its motions. It is then true 
that we are continually inspired, and that 
we do not live the life of grace, but so far 
as we partake of this inward inspiration. 
But, O my God, few Christians are sen- 
sible of this ; for there are very few, who by 
their voluntary dissipation, or their resist- 
ance, do not destroy it. This inspiration~ 

instils into us obedience, patience, sweet- 
ness, humility, and all the other virtues ne- 
cessary to every Christian, It isan invita- 
tion in the bottom of the soul to obedience 
and resignation, suitable to the designs of 
the love of God : it contains not in itself a- 
ny presumptive or illusive snare: on the 
contrary, it preserves us in the hands of 
God, attributing every thing to grace, with- 
out destroying our liberty ; and leaying no- 
thing to pride or imagination. 
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_ These principles being laid down, it must 
be acknowledged that God speaks inces- 
santly in us. (‘Thomasa Kempis, Lib. 3. C. 
iii. Sect. 3.) He speaks in impenitent sin- 
ners ; ‘but they being deafened by the noise 
ofthe world, and their passions, cannot hear 
him: his word is to them as a tale. He 
speaks also in penitent sinners ; these feel a 
remorse of conscience, and that remorse is 
the voice of God, which reproaches them 
inwardly for their sins. When these sin- 
_ners are effectually touched, they find no 
difficulty in understanding this secret voice ; 
for it is that which smites them so sharply. 
It is in them the two-edged sword St. Paul 
-speaks of ; it goes to the dividing asunder 
of the soul and spirit. Heb. iv. 12. God 
causes himselfto be felt, tasted, and obeyed ; 
they hear thissoft yoice, whichconveysintothe 
bottom of their heart a tender reproach, and 
by this the heart is broken. “This is true 
and pure contrition. a3 ; 
God speaks likewise in enlightened and 
learnéd persons, whose outward lives are reg _ 
ular in all things, and who are apparently © 
adorned with many virtues:: but very fre- 
quently these persons, being full of them- 
selves and their own knowledge, hearken too 
much to themselves to hear God. They 
reason upon every thing; they do every 
thing upon principles of human wisdom 
and prudential rules, which would be bet- 
~ ter done through the channel of simplicity, 
and docility to the Spirit of God. These © 
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persons sometimes seem to have more good- 
ness than others’; and they have it in a cer- 
tain degree ; but it is an adulterated good- 
ness. They are masters of themselves, and 
would always be so according to the. capa- 
city of their reason ; they would be always in 


thefhand of their own council: they are strong. 


_and great in their own eyes. O my God, 
“ IT thank thee,witn Jesus Christ, that thou 
‘hast hid thy secrets from the wise, and 
‘¢ prudent, and hast revealed them unto 


‘¢ babes.’? It is only children thou art fa-_ 


miliar with. Thou treatest others after their 
own way. They desire knowledge and 
splendid virtues ; thou givest them shining 
parts, and makest them great. But this is 
not the best portion. There is something 
more reserved for thy dear children. They 
repose themselves with John, on thy bosom. 
As: for those great ones who always dread 
stooping and becoming little, thou  lettest 
them remain in their greatness; they shall 
never taste thy caresses and familiar imter- 
course, 

I have often remarked, that a sinner of 
small natural understanding, when he be- 
comes sensibly affected with the love of God, 
and a sense of his errors, is more disposed 
to hear this inward language ef the spirit of 
grace, than some-enlightened and learned per- 
sons, who are grown oldin theirown wisdom. 
God, who seeks only to communicate him- 
self, finds not room in those souls, fall of 


themselves, and so long nourished by their 
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own wisdom and virtues: but he converses | 
freely with the simple, and as the scriptures 
say, His secret is with the righteous. 
Prov. iii. 32. 

It is very uncommon for such as are en- 
tirely devoted to God to fall into deliberate 
sins. Small faults appear great in our eyes, 
in proportion as the pure light of God in- 
creases in our souls; as the rising sun dis- 
covers to us with more exactness and clear- 
ness those objects which, during the night, 
we could only see confusedly. The increase 
of inward light will discover many imper- 
fections, in a far worse light than they have 
hitherto appeared. Many miseries will be 
seen to flow out of the heart, which were 
little suspected to be found there. 

A soul that depends on God alone, is not 
surprised at the sight of its own wretched- 
ness; it is contented to see that it can do 
nothing, and that God alone can do all. 

One important rule is to abstain from sin ; 
let us beware of resisting or extinguishing 
the Spirit of God, who inwardly warns us of 
it. Faults, committed through precipita- 
tion or weakness, are trifles in comparison of 
those where we are deaf to the secret voice 
of the blessed Spirit, which speaks in the 
bottom of our hearts. 

‘When any. thing is required from thee 

_that seems impossible to nature, say to thy- 
self, Nothing is impossible to God. 

We must. not be discouraged either by 
the experience of our weakness, or the dis- 
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ike of'a busy life if we are engaged in it ; it 
is a mercy from God that we bewail this 
perturbation ; and the bewailing it is an an- 
tidote which prevents its corrupting our 
hearts. ; 

. When we stumble, or even fall, let us 
think of nothing but rising again, and re- 
newing our course. 

Be discouraged at nothing, but support 
thyself with humility in inequalities, weak- 
nesses, and troubles : bless God for the pro- 
gress others make in virtue, as sincerely as 
if thou hadst made it thyself. 


_ On Fidelity in small Matters. 


IT is in piety, as in the economy of 
temporal goods: we shall be sooner ruin- 
ed by the neglect of trifles than by great ex- 
penses. Whoever knows how to make 
small matters turn to the best account, will, 
in spiritual as well as temporal affairs, amass 
great riches. The greatest sums are only 
small ones accumulated and carefully col- 
lected. He who lets nothing be lost will 
seon grow rich. : 

Besides, we should consider that God does 
not so much regard our actions, as the mo- 
tive of love which incites us to perform them, 
and the compliance he requires of our will. 
Men judge of our actions only by what ap- 
pears outwardly, God accounts as nothing, — 
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all that is in them most glaring in the eyes 
of men. i 

What he would have, is a pure intention, 
a will ready for all things, and pliant in his 
hands, with a sincere detachment from our- 
selves. All this is often exercised with less 
danger to our pride, and in a way that tries 
us more séverely on common occasions, 
than on the most extraordinary. Nay, we 


_often value-a trifle more than a matterseem- 


ingly of great importance ; we should,, per- 
haps, find more difficulty to renounce a fa- 
vourite amusement, than to bestow a large 
sum in alms. 

We the more easily deceive ourselves in 


small things, as we believe them innocent, 
_and imagine ourselves less attached to them. 
Nevertheless, we may easily perceive by our 


concern when it pleases God to deprive us 
of them, how excessive and inexcusable our 
enjoyment of, and. attachment to them was. 
Besides, if we are negligent on small occa- 
sions, we shall often give offence to our fa- 
mily, our domestics, and the world. They 
cannot imagine that we are sincerely pious, 
when in particular instances-they perceive us 
remiss and irregular. What reason have 


they to believe, that we should, without he- 


sitation, make the greatest sacrifices, when 


_ they see that we decline the smallest? 


But what is of all-other things the most 
dangerous is, that this neglect of trivial 


matters accustoms the soul to infidelity. It 


.grieves the. holy Spirit, we become aban- 
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doned to our own will, and regard as no- 
thing an offence against God. On the con- 
trary, perfect love esteems nothing little, 
every thing that can either please or dis- 
please God seems important to it. Not 
that perfect love fills the soul with uneasi- © 
ness and scruples, but it'sets‘no bounds to 
its fidelity, it works simply with God; and 
as it does not embarrass itself with things 
‘that God requires not of it, so it never he- 
sitates upon what he does require, whether 
it be great or whether it be small. It 
is not then by uneasiness that we become 
faithful, but by a sentiment of love, which 
is free from the fears and disquiets of a 
scrupulous soul. We are, as it were, 
drawn on by the love of God, nor do 
we wish to act otherwise than we do. 
Whilst God urges the soul, with regard to — 
the smallest particulars, and seems to de- 
‘prive it of all liberty, it finds itself enlarged, — 
and enjoys a profound peace in him. O- 
how happy is the soul in this state! As for 
those who have naturally less exactness, they 
ought to observe amore inviolable law with 
regard to small matters. They are tempted 
‘to despise them ; to count them as nothing ; 
they do not enough consider the consequence 
of them ; they do not represent to themselves 
the insensible progress of the passions ; they 
even forget their own fatal experiences. They 
choose rather to promise themselves an im-— 
aginary steadiness, and to confide in their. 
own courage, which has so eften deceived — 
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‘them, than to obe subject to a continual 
fidelity. It isa trifle, they Say. Yes, itisa 
trifle, but sucha trifle as is every thing to 
you; a trifle to which you are so attached 
‘as to refuse to part with it to God; a trifle, 
which, in order 'to excuse the refusal of, you 
despise i in words, but in reality’such a trifle 
as you keep back from God, aad as will 
prove your destruction. It is nota greatness 
of soul which induces us to despise small 
things: on the contrary, it is by having too 
limited views, that we regard any thing as 
‘small, which is attended with such important 
consequences. The more difficulty we find 
in attending to smali things, the more we 
ought to fear our negligence, and mistrust 
vourselves. He that contemneth. small aihieies 
shall fall by little and little. 
Fear not this continual attention to small 
things. At first some steadiness and courage 
will be necessary ; but it is a self- denial you 
“have occasion for, that will constitute your 
‘peace and security ; without it you’ cannot 
have cither. God will-by degrees render 
«this state sweet and easy. ‘True love is at- 
tentive without pain. or contention. 
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On mien sitiey Motions, on Fidelity, a, 
Poy lem pilieeay +: PH Fed; 
“ ! in) st Tt 
i - WHENEVER eae: of yain com- 
placency, self-confidence, haughtiness, and 
impatience at the weakness of others, or at 
the troubles of our own state, is perceived, 
we should let all these things fall as astone 
to the bottom of the sea, and must defer 
acting till we are in such a disposition as re- 
collection ought ‘to put us in. : 

If, through the surprise of passion, ony 
malignant emotion of nature should escape 
us, we must not be discouraged ; but still 
pursuing our course, bear in peace before 
God the humiliation of our fault ; by the in- 
ward confusion it occasjons, it will serve to 
promote the death of self, to preyent the 
appropriation of the gifts of God, and to 
cause us to consider ourselyes as nothing 
before him. 

The principal thing i is to renounce our 
own wisdom by a simple conduct, and to 
be ready to sacrifice the faveur, esteem, and 
approbation of the world, whenever God so 
conducts as to render it expedient, We are 
not to meddle with such things as God re- 
quires. not of us, nor needlessly expose our- 
selves, by asserting truths which well mean- 
ing people are not yet able to bear. 

_ When God gives the signal, we must part 
with and hazard ail to follow sg To-hesiz: 4 
tate, to stop, to faint at what he would have 
us do, to dread the exposing ourselves too _ 
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viola to be willing to. shelter hantilves from 
all disgusts and contradictions, to seek plau- 
sible excuses to dispense with our perform- 
ing certain good actions, attended with diff- 
culty and trouble, when we are convinced 
in our conscience that God expects them 
from us, and that he has placed us ina state 
to accomplish them ; this would be to retake 
ourselves, after having dey oted ourselves to 
God. 

. Beware of this infidelity. “Nothing is so 
terrible as inwardly to resist God; it is the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, which Jesus 
Christ assures us, shall not be forgiven, 
neither in this world, neither in the world 
tocome. Matt. xii. 32. This resistance in- 
sensibly extinguishes the Aid it of ce in 
the heart. 


We are not to judge of the Virtues, which 
outwardly appearin ourselves or others, 
- phe os to saint ea Ldeas. 


IF we are surprised at the weakness and 
corruption of men, it is a sign we have not 
dived deep enough into the miseries of ha- 
man nature in general, and of our own in 
particular. If we expected nothing good 
. from men, nothing that is evil in them would 
astonish. us. Our astonishment proceeds 
then from our regarding humanity as someé- 
thing, whereas it is nothing, and worse than 
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nothing. The tree ought not to sai us, 
when it bears its natural fruits. But all our. 
admiration is due to Jesus Christ, into whom: 
we were grafted, as St. Paulsays, when we 
were wild grapes, and instead of our former 
bitter fruits, produce the delicious fruits of 
virtue. Be not deceived by the most speci- 
ous appearances of human virtue, which is’ 
poisoned by vain complacency and self-con-) 
fidence. That which is highly esteemed 
amongst men, is abomination in the sight 
of God. Luke xvi. 15. 

Let us cease to judge of virtues and vices, 
anne ling to eur own opinion which self-love 

as depraved, and according to our false idea 
of greatness. There is ‘nothing great, but 
that which abases itself before the sole and 
sovereign greatness. The bias of our heart 
makes us endeavour to be great; but God 
would humble and lessen us in his hands. 
Let us suffer him to do so. 

Many people, who seek God, are often full 
of troubles; not that God authorizes their 
impeifections ; but because their imperfecti- 
ons retard them, and prevent their advanc- 
ing to him in the shortest way. They can- 
not advance quickly, for they are burthened 
with themselves, and a long train of super- 
fluities: Some are spnorant of their own 
hearts, and imagine themselves attached to 
nothing, though they are attached to every 
thing. T hey z are flattered by their own rea- 
sons, while they weigh those of others by the _ 
weights ofthe sanctuary ; and by this sme 
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while they talk of nothing but righteousness 
and fidelity, they become really unjust. 

_ They are prejudiced against such as they 
are jealous of: this jealousy, which conceals 
itself in the most inward recesses of the 
heart, exaggerates the smallest defects ; they 
are full of their neighbours failings, and can- 
not be silent with regard to them. Hence 
proceed artful criticisms and ill offices, which 
they are guilty of, without being intention- 
ally so. 

There are faults committed through pas- 
sion and frailty, that we easily comprehend 
are not incompatible with sincere piety ; but 
we do not as clearly understand, that other 
faults, which are the consequence of illusion, 
self-love, and custom, are compatible with 
a sincere intention to please God. It is 
true, this intention is neither pure nor 

strong enough ; however, though weak and 
imperfect, it is sincere within its own li- 
mits. <A person is covetous, but he per- 
ceives it not; it is hid under specious pre- 
tences; he calis it economy, a care to avoid 
“waste, a prudential foresight. Another is 
envious, but perceives not this malignant 
passion which conceals itself; it dare not ap- 
pear, the sight of it would be productive of 
too much confusion ; ; it therefore disguises 
itself, and sometimes deceives the person 
that is troubled with it, more effectually than 
‘those who examine it with critical eyes. A 
third is full of < ieee ke dificult to be pleas- 
2) 
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ed, and apt to take offence on all occasions ¢ 
all this is the effeét of self-interestedness 5 
but this interestedness adorns itself with ma-— 


ny specious reasonings. I conclude, there- — 


fore, that some good péople have imperfec- 
tions mixed with their good will; because — 
their will, although good, is still weak, di- 
vided, and retarded, by the secret springs 
| of Self-loves  —~ 

Our very ardour against the defects of 0- 
thers, is in itselfa great defect. That dis- 
dain at the misery of others, isamisery that 
does not sufficiently know itself. When shall 
we regard as nothing all that is in ourselves 
or others ? God is all good, the creature all 
evil. 

The light of God alone can, by its in- 


creasing im us, enable us to penetrate the — 


abyss of evil, which is in the heart of every 
. tnan. But while it shows the depth of this 
evil, it shows also the good that God blends 
with it. It is a mixture of good and evil 
that we can scarce persuade ourselves of. 
‘The servants would separate them, but the 
master of the family says, Let both grow 
together till the time of harvest. Matt. 
<i BG ti 
The chiefthing is, not to be discouraged 
at So sad a spectacle, nor to carry our dis- 
trust too far. People, who are naturally o- 
pen and confident, are more dejected and 
distrustful than others, when they are by ex- 


perience discouraged from being so. There ~ 
is much to guard against from this quarter, — 
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especially when our situation exposes to our 
view the miseries of the human race, envy, 
jealousy, rash judgments, &c. represent 
numberless innocent things as evil, and ex- 
aggerate Many slight imperfections. These 
things unite to attack and weary onr pati- 
ence, our confidence, and charity ; but let 
us not be moved, Ged reserves to’ himself 
faithful servants, who, if they do not all, do 
a great deal in comparison of the rest of the 
corrupted world, and considering their fallen 
nature. 

They see their imperfections, and are hum- 
bled at them ; they fight against them ; they 
correct them, it is true, but slowly; but in| 
the end they do correct them ; they praise 
God for what they have done, and condemn 
themselves for what they have left undone. 

If we are convinced that God ought to be 
served ina better manner, then, without he- 
sitation, or setting any bounds to our. de- 
sires, let us aspire after this true worship, 
where the creature has nothing left for it. O 
that this blessed state was ours! Far from 
impatiently bearing with those who are not 
in tt, the vast extent of our hearts would 
render us indulgent and compassionate to all 
the weaknesses of their contracted hearts. 
The more perfect we are ourselves, the 
more apt we are to make allowances for the 
iinperfections of others. The Pharisees could 
not endure the publicans and harlots, with 
whom Jésus Christ-conversed with so much 
smildness and lenity. When we are no long- 
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er attached to self, we enter into that great- 
ness of God which nothing wearies or dis- 
courages. When shall we attain this liberty 
and enlargement of heart! He who no long- 
er lives to himself, is, through God, every. 
thing to his neighbour: he who is still in. 
himself, lives neither to God nor his neigh- 
bour, but in a small degree. Nh sag eee 

May peace, truth, simplicity, liberty, 
pure faith, anda disinterested love, make us 
a perfect burnt-offering. - 


On the Advantages of Silence'and Recol- 


lection. 


WE should endeavour to beas silent as 
the decency of human intercourse will per- 
mit.—Silence preduces the presence of God, 
prevents many offensive words, and sup- 
presses much raillery, and the passing many 
dangerous judgments on our neighbour. 

_ Silence humbles the spirit, and by degrees 
detaches it from the world: it will supply 
our wants inthe perplexities we experience. 
Provided we never speak unprofitably, there 
will be many vacant moments, even in the 
midst of company, in which we are detained 
against our will. aeSannead Go 

We wish for liberty to pray to God, and 
God who knows best what is needful for us, 
mortilies us by placing us in a state of per- 
plexity and subjection. . 
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_ The mortification that comes by the ditee-. 
tion of God, will be more beneficial than the 
delights of prayer, made according to our 
own choice and fancy. So-much retirement 
is not necessary in order to love God :' when 
he affords us leisure; we must take it, and 
profit by it: till then, let us exercise our 
faith, by firmly believing that whatever he 
gives is best for us. 

Let us suffer patiently. whatever comes 
across. God deals with us according to our 
wants; and as we are sensible of the truths 
of religion, it is more requisite to be morti- 
fied than to receive new lights. 

A state of dissipation is to. be feared, but 
this may be avoided by silence. If we are 
faithfulto remain silent when it is not neces- 
sary for us to speak, God will not suffer us: 
to be dissipated by useful conversation. 

These mortifications, which we choose 
ourselyes, do not destroy self-love so effec- 
tually as those which God daily distributes 
tous. Those have nothing in them which 
can support our self-will: and as they come 
immediately from a merciful Providence, 
they bring with them a grace proportioned 
to all our necessities. We have, therefore, 
nothing to do, but daily to resign ourselves 
to God, who carries us in his arms, as a ten- 
der mother does her child: let us believe, 
hope, and love, with all the simplicity of 
children: in all our necessities, let us turn 
our eyes towards our heavenly Father : be- 
hold what he says in the Scriptures, Can a 
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woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will 
I not forget thee. Asaiah xlix. 15.00 
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On the Advantages of the Cross. © 


WE find it difficult to be convinced of 
the mercy of God in loading those he loves: 
with crosses. Why, say they, should he de-- 
light in our sufferings ? Cannot he make us 
good without making us miserable? Yes, 


~ without doubt, God could do so; for no- 


thing is impossible to him. He holds in his: 
Almighty hands the hearts of the children of 
men, and turneth them as he pleaseth. But- 
God, who has power to save us without the 
cross, has not willed itso: in like manner 
as he has willed that men should arrive at 
maturity by degrees, and first pass through 
all the distresses and weaknesses of child- 
hood, rather than be born in the full strength 
of riper years. In this he is the Master; our 
part is to be silent, and adore his profound 
wisdom, although we do not comprehend. 
it. Thus much we clearly see, that we. 
cannot become truly good, but in propor-. 
tion as we become humble, and detached. 
from self, so as to render allto God. 

The operation of grace which detaches us, 
from ourselves, and takes away self-love, 
must, without a miracle of grace, be pain- 
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ful. God does not in the operations of grace, 
‘any more than in obo of pt eet work 
miraclés.t¢ bab son oi < 

It would be as args a mainte % in katie to 
‘see a person full of himself, become in a mo- 
iment dead to all self-interest and sensibility, 
as to see the child that went to bed last night, 
rise this mornings tall and strong as a: man 
of thirty. God conceals his operations in the 
course of grace, as well as nature, under an 
insensible succession of events, and by this 
means keeps us in the obscurity of faith. He 
not only accomplishes his work by degrees, 
but by means the most simple and suitable 
for its success; that the means appearing 
suitable to the end, human wisdom may at- 
tribute the success to second causes, and so 
the finger of God be less observed; other- 
wise all that God effects would be evidentl 
a perpetual miracle, which would destroy 
that faith in which he would have us live. 

It is to preserve us in this obscurity of 
faith, with regard to the operation of grace, 
that God renders it tedious and painful. He 
makes use of the inconstancy and ingratitude _ 
of the creatures, and the disgusts and disap- 
pointments we experience in prosperity, to 
detach us from ourselves, and that deceitful 
prosperity. He prevents our being proud 
of ourselves by the experience of our weak- 
ness and corruption, which is manifest by 
our numberless relapses. 

We desire to be suddenly consumed by 
the fames of pure love; but this would cast 
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us.scarcely any thing: it is theexcess of our 
self-love that makes us desirous to become 
‘thus perfect ina moment, and at so. aie 
a rate. rs phot soa ae ih 2R eh is iy. F 

Of what then can we e complain 2. Que oxi 
is that we are all attached to the creatures, 
and still more to ourselyes. God prepares 
a succession of events, which by degrees 
draw us from the creatures, and in the end — 
from ourselves. This cperation is. painful ; 
but it is our corruption which renders it. ne- 
cessary, and occasions all the pain that we 
suffer. If our flesh was sound, the surgeon 
would make no incision in it: -he only cuts. 
in proportion to the depth of the wound, 
and so far as the flesh is corrupted: ifthe o- 
peration is painful.to us, it is becauseof the 
extremity of our disorder. » Is it cruelty in 
the surgeon to cut to the quick? No, quite 
the reverse; it is affection, itds judgment; 
he would thus treat his only son.’ God deals 
with us after the same manner. His fatherly 
heart does not seek to vex us: but he cuts 
us to the quick, in orderto heal the ulcer.in 
our hearts. He must take from us: what we 
Jove too much ; what we love with an irre- 
gular and faulty love ; what we. so love as to. 
be prejudicial to the love of him. And what 
is the consequence of this treatment? He 
makes us cry, like children, whena knife is 
taken from them, with which they were play- 
ing, and might have hurt themselves. We 
weep and discourage ourselves ; we are rea- 
dy to murmur against God, aS children that 
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are vexed with their mothers. But God suf. 
fers us to ery, and saves us. Even when he 
appears to overwhelm us, it is for our advan: 
tage, and to prevent the injury we would do 
- to ourselves. What we lament the loss of 
'-here, would have made us lament eternally: 
What we esteemed lost, was really lost when 
_ we imagined we possessed it. God has se: 
- cured it, that he may speedily restore it tous 
in an approaching eternity. 

He deprives us of things we love, that we 
may love them with a pure, solid, and tem- 
~perate love; and that he may secure tous 
the everlasting enjoyment of them in his bo- 
som, soas to do us an hundred fold more 
good, than we ourselves know how to de: 
sire in them. 

In the creation of the universe, his wer eae 
measured and weighed the smallest atom. It 
is he that each moment produces and renews 
the breath of life which animates us; it is 
he who numbers our days, and holds in his 

Omnipotent hands the keys of he grave, to 

open or to shut it. 
What strikes us most, is as biiodhinges im the 
sight of God; a little more, era little less of 
‘Yife, isa difference which disappears in the 
presence of his eternity. Ofwhat i importance 
is it whether this weak vessel, this boey of 
clay, should be reduced to a: shes a little seon- 
er, ora little dater? 

~ QO how contracted are our views of things! 
“Weare alarmed to seea sh gt dic in ae 
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flower of his youth. We cry out, What a_ 
loss is this ! But to whom is the loss ? What 
does he lose that dies? A few years of vanity 
and illusion, to be spent in danger of eter- 
midst of his iniquities, and hastens to snatch 
him from this corrupted world, and his.own 
weakness. What do they lose who most 
-Jovedhim? They lose the poison of a world- 
ly felicity ; they lose the forgetfulness of God 
and themselves into which they were plung- 
ed; orrather, they gain by the efficacy of the 
cross, the blessedness which comes from de- 
tachment. The same stroke that saves him 
who dies, prepares others (whom their sor- 
rows detach from themselves) courageously 
to work out their salvation. 

What difference is there now between two 
persons who lived an hundred years ago? 
One of them survived the other twenty years; 
but now they are both dead. Their separa- 
tion, which at that time appeared so long, 

does not appear so to us, and was in truth 
_buta short separation. Some regard them- 
selves as if they were immortal, or at least 
as if they had many years before them. O 
the folly of human wisdem! Those we see 
dying-every day, follow close upon those who 

are already dead. The man who this day 

sets out on'a journey, would not think him- 

self at a great distance from him who set off 
but two days before him. Life glides away. 
like a torrent. The past is but as adream ; 
_ the present, when we think we erjoy it, flies © 
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from us, and sinks into the abyss of the past; 
the future will be of the same nature, and 
will as. rapidly pass by us. The days, the 
months, the years, like the waves of the sea, 
flow one after another : in a few moments, 
in a very few I say, andall shall be ended. 

At is true we suffer, but then it is by the 
will of God, in order to purify us, and ren- 
der us worthy of him. The world smiled 
upon us, and this prosperity poisoned our 
hearts. Would we spend all our days, even 
to the moment of our death, in that softness, 
that delicacy, that vain joy, that splendor, that 
triumph of pride, that relish for the world 
which is at enmity with Jesus Christ, and 
that distance from the cross, which alone 
ought to sanctify us ? 

The world will frown upon us ; it will un- 
gratefully forget us, and cease to acknow- 
ledge us ; it will consider us as in the class 
of those things which no longer exist. Well, | 
and are we to be surprised that the world 
continues to be like itself, unjust, deceitful, 
and perfidious ? Yet it is this world we are 
not ashamed to love. It is from this world 
that God would draw us, to deliver us from 
its cursed slavery, that we may enter into 
the liberty of detached souls. 

O my God, .thou who seest the founda- 
_tion of our misery, it is thou alone that canst 
heal it. Haste then to bestow on us faith, 
“ wre: love, and that Christian fortitude 
which we want. Grant that we may. inces- | 
- gantly look up to thee, O Father Almighty, 
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who givest nothind to thy children but — 
is conducive to their salvation. 

Lift up my heart, O my God! Give me? 
one that will fear only to displease thee. 
Lord, thou seest the weakness of thy crea- 
ture, who has no resource in himself, every 
thine fails him ; ‘and so much the Abetber; 
provided thou dost not fail him, and that he 
seeks in thee all that -he eke se to a in 
his own heart. arh 


SSE 
* On Crosses ann e 


ALL that is painful in our way to God, 
are crosses, Which we must patiently bear, 
and they will be a means of uniting us to him, 
if we endure them humbly. The things that 
confound and overwhelm our pride, will do 


_us still more good, than suchas animate our _ 
virtue. We have need to be cast down, like 


Paul at the gates of Damascus, and to be 
deprived of ail resource but in God alone. . 

Nature only inspires an haughty and dis- 
dainful courage, and is provoked at those 
persons that God makes use of, in order to. 
humble us. We must bear his crosses in 
silence, with an humble, peaceful courage ; 
being strong in God, but not in ourselves ; 
great t throu gh the sweetness of patience, and. 
little through humility. 

When Cad: in the humiliations he sends 


‘us, wounds us even to the quick, so ouch 
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the better: it is the merciful Physician that 
applies a remedy to those disorders he has a > 
mitid to heal: let us be silent, and adore the 
hand that strikes us: let us not open our 
mouths but to say, “T have well deserved 
it.” Be the cup ever so_bitter, we must 
drink it even to the dregs, as did Jesus Christ. 
He died even for Kis. aruraereest and has 
taught us to love, bless, and pray for those 
who are the cause of our sufferings. 

Inthe seasons of adversity and temptation 
we ought to be doubly earnest in our pray- 
ers. We shail find in the heart of Jesus dy- 
ing omthe cross, all that we want in our own 
hearts, to engage us to love those whom our 
pride prompts us to hate. 

When we love the cross, it is but half a 
‘cross, because love softens ever Vv thing ; ; and 
we suffer much because we love little. Hap- 
py is he who suffers much, and wretched is 
he who suffers not with Jesus Christ; for 

‘we are come into this world only to be made = 
perfect through sufferings. 

God tries us by sickness, and by outward 
subjections, all which we must turn to our 
advantage. All our crosses are necessary 
for us. When we suffer much, it is because 
we have many attachments that should be 
cut off. 

Crosses are our daily bread: our soul 
has occasion for a certain portion every day, 

n order to detach it from itself, as the body 
ands in need of a certain quantity of food to 
Pee 
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nourish it. We stand in need of crosses, 
and should be destitute ofall good, was not 
God careful to turn the life of this world mto 
bitterness, in order to detach us from it. 
The cross is never without its fruit, when 
we receive it ia the spirit of sacrifice. We 
must accept it, adoring the hand of God, 
who lays iton us only for our sanctification. 


Blessed is he who is always ready, and never 


says, it is too much; who depends not on 
himself, but on the Almighty ; who desires 
no more consolation than God i is willing to 
give him; and whose nourishment is the 


~ pure will of God. 


There ate in crosses so many marks of °* 
mercy, that if nature is afflicted, faith ought 
to rejoice. It is in the cross we find peace, 
by submission and the sacrifice of our plea- 
sures. Thus far does God urge the soul to 
bring it from all that is not himself. What 
then is to be done, but to embrace the pre- 


sent cross, and suffer ourselves to be cruci- 


fied? When he has thoroughly crucified, he 
comforts us; but does not as the creatures 
do, give us poisonous comforts to nourish 


the venom of self-love. His comforts are 


pure and solid. 
= ; F : ; ee 
The peace that is experienced in submis- 
sion, without any outward alleviation, is a 


_great gift: by this God accustoms us to be 


exercised without being dejected. ‘Though 
our too slothful nature should be cast down, 
our heart remains firm ; it isa peace so ugh . 
the purer, as it is barren. : 


t 
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_ The consideration of the right of God 
over us his creatures, and that of our own 
wretchedness, which deserves nothing but 
humiliations and crosses, is.the bread that 
ought to nourish us in all trials. Let us 
suffer God to act ; men can avail nothing : 
sometimes, when all seems to be lost, all is 
in reality saved. God is pleased to cast us 
down, and raise us up again by his hand 
alone. 

The crosses, whieh we choose for our- 
selves, are scarcely any thing: it is God/a- 
lone who knows how to crucify us. 2 

The crosses which are sent by God, and 
under which he would have us bend, will 
not in themselves suppress our pride : it is 
only by a renunciation of our spirit in si- 
lence before God, that we shall become 
humble and softened through his grace. 

The crosses of an anxious solicitude, with 
regard to futurity, are not according to the 
will of God: we have no unction to support — 
us in them; nor shall we suffer them but 
through an infidelity which alienates us from 
grace; so that they are always bitter, all is 
darkness, nor is there any resource; and the 
soul that would, through « curiosity, taste this 
forbidden fruit, finds in it nothing but death 
and rebellion without consolation. This is 
the effect.of not trusting God, and daring to 
penetrate into those secrets of which he is 

seals Ss. 

Let us then shut our eyes with regar dt to 
all that God conceals from us, and ‘that he 
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kéeps in stofe in the treasures of his wisdom: 
let us adore without seeiiig: let us be silent : 
let us continue in peace. The crosses of 
the present moment always bring with them 
proportionable grace, and consequently their 
Mitigation: we then see the hand of God 
which manifests itself in them. 

Jesus Christ says, Sufficient unto the day 
ts the evil thereof. Matt vi. 34. The evil 
ofeach day is converted into good, when we 
suffer God to act. What are we that we 
should say to him, ‘For what reason dost 
‘ thou do this ?? He is the Lord, and that is — 
suficient. Itis the Lord: let him do what 
seemeth bim good. 1 Satn. tii. 18. Whe- 
ther he raises us up, or casts us down ; whe- 
ther he strikes or comforts us: whether he 
bruises ts, or heals our wounds; whether 
he gives life or death, he always the Lord, 
we are but his workmanship. What does 
it signify, so he is glorified, and his will 
accomplished in us? Our comfort ought _ 
to be the certainty that he wills our salva- 
tion. . 

Let us come out of ourselves ; let us no 
longer love ourselves with a disorderly love, - 
and the will of God, which will in all things 
unfold itself, will also comfort us in what- 
ever he brings to pass around us, or in ts. 

When our heavenly Father tries us here 
below, with a variety of temptations both in- 
ward and outward, let us rejoice ; for it is” 
by such afllictions, that our faith more pre-_ 
cious than gold is purified. Letus rejoice, | 
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that we thus prove the delusion and empti- 
ness of all that is not God; for it is by this 
experience, that we are drawn from our- 
selves and the desires of the world... What, 
shall we be discouraged when it is the hand 
of God that hastens to perform his work ? 
‘This we every day wish that he may do, and 
yet when he begins to do it, we are troubled ; 
our sloth and impurities resist the hand of 
God. ..A piety without crosses is merely 
ideal. wees 3 4, 
_ Whilst we remain shut up in ourselves, 
we are exposed to the contradictions of men; 
our passions clash with those of our neigh- 
bours ; the sensibility of our passions, and 
the jealousy of our pride, render us open to 
attacks from all sides; there is no peace or 
hope in ourselves, while we are at the mercy 
of a troop of covetous and insatiable desires, 
and while we know not how to content this 
me, that is so jealous, so delicate, and so 
suspicious. of every thing that touches it. 
Hence it comes to pass, that in our inter- 
course with our neighbour, we are like a 
sick man who has languished a long time in 
bed: there is no part of his body but what 
is sore to the touch : diseased self-love is so 
softened by itself, it cannot bear to be touch- 
ed, without crying out. To this delicacy 
add the rudeness of a neighbour, so full of 
imperfections, that he does not even know 
them himself, and likewise the reproaches 
of that neighbour against our imperfections 
which are as great as his. Thus do the sons 
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of Adam punish each other: behold in all na- 
tions, all towns, all communities, all fami- 
lies, and even between two friends, the 
martyrdom of self-love. 

The remedy by which peace is to be founds 
is to come out of self.. We must renounce 
it, and sacrifice all self-interest, that we may 
no longer have any thing more to love, to 
fear, or to be solicitous about. It is then we 
taste the true peace reserved for men of a 
good will; that is to say, for such as have 
no other will but that of God, which becomes 
theirs. Then men can do no more to us; 
for they cannot lay hold of us either by our 
desires or fears. Man has no power agaitst 
us but what is given him by God, and that 
power being the will of God, is ours also. 
In this state we place our treasure so high, 
that no hand can reach to deprive us of it. 
They mangle our reputation, but we sub- 
mit to it; for we know how good it isto be 
humbled when God humbles us. We are 
disappointed in friendship ; so niuch the bet- 
ter ; he is the only true friend who is jealous 
ofall others, and who detaches us from them, 
to render our attachments more pure. We 
are harassed, constrained, and reduced to 
submission, but it is God that does it, and 
that is sufficient: we love the hand that 
bruises us, and we find peace in all these 
troubles: blessed peace that attends us even 
to the cross ! FJ 

The more perfect our resignation, the 
greater will be our peace: if there still Te. 
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main some attachments, and seme desires, 


our peace is imperfect: when all cords are 
broken, then there is unbounded liberty. 


Let disgrace, pain, and death, fall upon me, 


while I hear Jesus Christ, who says to me, 
Be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
aud after that, bave no more power that 
they can do. Luke xii. 4. , 
_O how weak are they, even when they de- 
prive us of life! Very contracted: is, that 
power which can only break an earthen ves- 
sel; that can only kill what of itself dies daily: 
they can hasten a little that death, which is 
in fagt a deliverance ; after which we escape 
out of their hands into the bosom. of God, 
where all is permanent peace. 

We are in this world only to suffer ; woe 
unto those that have their consolation in this 
world! They will not find it im the next. 
‘This lifeis the season of temptation and 'tri- 
als, to correct, purify, and wean us: when 
we haye no more to suffer, we shall no lon- 
ger have occasion to live; as.a paca when 
‘cured, is discharged from an hospital: it is 
only by suffering that our cure is effected. - 

We must never think of:those who dis- 
quiet us, but in order to forgive them ; we 
must regard God in them, who makes use 
-of them to exercise our humility, our pati- 
ence,.and our love of the cross. We shall 
hereafter, in the presence of God, sce how 
useful they have beento us who have crucifi- 
ec us, by nailing us to the cross with Jesus 
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Christ. The pains they cause will soon pass 
away, but the fruit resulting from them will 
be everlasting. 


On Sensibility in Troubles. — 


THIS sensibility is, by our great Cre- 
ator, interwoven in our constitution, in or- 
der to exercise our patience and resignation. 
Let us then enter into his designs. Tempt- 
ations are necessary for us; but let us re- 
member he always proportions them to our 
- strength. Those within, as well as those 

that are from without, all tend to crown us 
with victory, if we are faithful in the combat. 
Inward temptations are, however, more use- 
ful, as they more immediately humble us, 
and make us sensible of our inward corrup- 
tion. Those from without, serve to show 
us the malignity of our neighbour, while 
those that proceed from within, make us 
sensible that we are as much depraved in our 
dispositions as the rest of the world. ~ 
Let us, with a humble confidence, bear 
‘the temptations that spring from our own 
hearts, as well as the storms we encounter 
from others. Pride often renders us uneasy 
and dejected, at the experience of that in- 
ward opposition which proceeds from our 
passions : it wishes to have all in subjection, . 
that it may glory inthe combat, and behold — 
with complacency i its own perfection. ) 
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"Let us then endeavour to be faithful, by 
turning our will entirely to God; let us in 
all tempests cominit ourselves to ‘him, who 
means to show us by them, the shipwrecks 
to which we should be exposed, did not his 
Almighty hand preserve us in them. © 

Should our frailty so far prevail as to make 
us voluntarily fall, then let us humble our- 
selves, and lose no time to return to God: 
but let it be done with calmness and resoluti- 
on. Let us, when fallen, rise again, and 
vigorously renew our course, without being 
discouraged at the sight ofour folly. 


The necessity of the Purification of the 
Soul, with respect to the gifts of God. 


GOD, though apparently se severe, 
meyer causes any to suffer for the sake of 
suffering. He strikes only to heal ; the seve- 
rity of the operation proceeds only from the 
evil that must be taken away: he would 
make no incision if all was sound....J udge, 
therefore, how deep and envenomed must 
our;wounds be, since God, who is so ten- 
der.of us, causes our sufferings to fe sO 
sharp, 

Thus as he makes us tier only in order 
to our cure, so he sometimes deprives us of 
his gifts, that he may restore them to us an 
hundred fold. Through love he deprives us 
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of the purest of his gifts, when we possess 
them impurely. The purer-our gifts, are, 
the more jealous is he of appropriating or 
directing them to ourselves. The most 
eminent graces are the most deadly poisons, 
if we rest in them, and regard. them with 
complacency. It is the sin of the fallen an- 
gels; they, only turned to themselves, and 
regarded with complacency their state; at 
that instant they fell from heaven, and became 
the enemies of God. 

This example shows how little men think 
of those sins which are the greatest of all; 
yet it is very rare to find a soul so pure as 
to possess the gifts of God with purity, with- 
out assuming a property in them. When they 
think of God’s graces it is for themselves. — 
They are grieved and dejected when all sen- 
sible relish and perception of grace is taken 
from them : in short, it is self and not God 
that engrosses their thoughts. 

From hence it comes to pass, that all per- 
ceptible virtues have need to be purified, be- 
cause they nourish the natural life in us. Cor- 
supt nature can derive food even from those 
graces that are the most contrary to nature : 
self-love is fed, not only by austerities and 
humiliations, by fervent prayer and self-de- 
nial, but even by the purest self-dereliction, 
and the greatest sacrifices : to complete our 
purification, we must sacrifice even the gifts 
_ of God. This must be done before the offer- 
ing « can be perfect ; all must be given up Pi 
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we must even renounce the perception by 
which we reflect on having abandoned all. 

Man does not find God perfectly, but in 
the loss of all his gifts, and in the real sacri. 
fice of all that belongs to self. We-cannot 
lose ourselves totally in God, till _ other 
support fails us. 

We ought, ere ied: rightly to eompre- 
hend the necessity of this deprivation of 
God’s grace, which, by degrees, purifies 
every divine gift ; for there is notone, be it 
ever so exalted, that after having been the 
means of our advancement, does not in the 
end commonly prove a snare and an obstacle 
tous, by our imagined property in it, which 
siies the soul; and for this reason God 
withdraws his favours. 

But he takes not away his grace to deprive 
us of it-forever ; he takes it only to restore 
it without that defiling appropriation which 
we, unknown to ourselves, had assumed in 
it. The loss of the gift serves to discover 
to us that it was not our own, and being thus 
undeceived, it is restored to us an hun- 
‘dred-fold. 8 Gh pis 
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Of as internal pr bana v fila to bring 
Man back to the true Lind of his Crea- 
tion. 

| IN ie infany of our spirite alilife, God 

exercises us, to bring us by degrees from 
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all the creatures that we love too much. But 
this outward work, although necessary for 
the foundation of the edifice, constitutes but 
a small part of it. The internal work, al- 
though invisible, is the peor tenty aMhost diffi- 
cult, and wonderful. © : 

There comes a time, whew God, after 
having stripped us, and mortified us by the 
creatures to which we were attached, exer- 
cises us inwardly, in order to draw us from 
ourselves. It is not foreign support he then 
ceprives us of, but that very self which was 
the centre of our love; all the rest we only 
loved for self, and it is this self which God 
would remove. Cut offthe branch ofa tree; 
so far from killing it, you add strength to 
the sap, and willsee.it bud with redoubled 
vigour; but go to the root of it, and it will 
languish, ¢ast its leaves, and at length die. 
Thus would God have our old: man com- 

_pletely destroyed. 

Let ‘no one say, these are vain imagina- 
tions. Can they doubt God’s immediate ope- 
ration on the soul? or that he does not so 
act as to destroy the life of self? . Can they 
doubt that God, after having mortified the 
grosser passions, does not endeavour to sub- 
due all the subtle windings of self-love, espe- 
cially in souls generously and without re- 
serve cevoted to the spirit of grace? The 
more he would purify them, the severer are 

their inward trials. ‘The world can neither 
see nor understand these trials; the world is — 
blind, its wisdom is foolishness, it cannot — 


9 


a7 


agree with i iio of Truth;. for as the 
apostle says,. e things of God hnoweth no, 
man, but the Spirit bs arin 4.Cor, ii. 11, 
_ At first they are not accustomed to this 
inward work, which » deprives the soul of 
every thing, ey are very willing to be. 
silent, to leave themselves to the directions 
of Ay pays as. a: man suffers himseli to 
be carried by the stream: but they are a- 
fraid of hearkening to the internal voice that 
calls them to the sacrifice God has pre- 
pared. ry 

The opposition aa our own wisdom. and 
self-love to these motions, sufficiently proves. 
that they.are from. God, as it is .eyident 
that what prevents our obeying them ds 
some. selfish sensibility. The more we 
fear to. do these things the amore necessa- 
ry they are: for our, fear is owing to deli- 
cacy, .an untr actable humour, or an. attach- 
ment to earthly views and satisfactions ; ;. but 
all these sentiments of the natural dif must 
be .extinguished. Thus, all..pretence for 
delay is removed by, the innocence of the 
matters in question, and our inward con- 
yiction that they will conduce to the de- 
struction of self. Pe 

A readiness and compliance in these mo- 
tions is advantageous to the-soul. Those 
who have strength. enough not to hesitate, 
soon make a wonderful progress. “Others 
reason, and never fail to find some pretences 
to dispense with their following these mo- 
G 2 
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tions: they would and they would not; 
they wait for certainties ; they seek such ad- 
vice concerning their state, as may free them 
from doing what they fear to do, and at eve- 
ry step they look behind them: they faint in 
irresolution, and insensibly drive from them 
the Spirit of God. F IRA 
At first they grieve him by their hesita- 
tions, then provoke him by-actual resistance, 
and lastly extinguish the good motions by 
reiterated disobedience. This resistance of 
grace is always under the cover of divers 
pretences, which they find to authorize it : 
but insensibly they lose the unction of the 
Holy One, and the simplicity of faith ; and 
notwithstanding all their endeavours to de- — 
ceive themselves, they are not at peace; they | 
have something at the bottom of their hearts 
which incessantly reproaches them with 
their neglect of God. But as the conse- 
quence of their neglect is God’s withdraw- 
ing from them his sacred checks and inspi- 
rations, so the soul becomes more hardened ; 
it no longer tastes true peace; on the con- 
trary, it is every day more alienated from it, 
by seeking it where it is not; it is like a 
dislocated bone, which, though always pain- 
ful while out of its proper place, yet does. 
not endeavour to regain it; but, on the 
contrary, fixes itself in its wrong situation. 
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‘a On Christian Perfeetion. 


CHRISTIAN ‘Perfection has not in it 
that severity and restraint we may imagine. 
Tt indeed requires that we should devote 
ourselves to God from the bottom of our 
hearts ; but then when we are thus devoted 
unto God, all that we do for him becomes 
easy. Those that with undivided hearts 
thus live to God are always content ; for 
they will nothing but what he wills, and 
would do all for him that he would have 
them do ; they’ part with every thing for his 
sake, and receive from him an hundred-fold 
reward. 

Peace of conscience, the sweetness of ie 
ing resigned to God, the joy arising from 
the increasing light of God im their souls; 
and finally, a freedom from the fears and 
tyrannising passions of the world, consti- 


-tute that hundred-fold of happiness which 


the true children of God possess in the 
midst of crosses, if they are but faithful. 
- Happy the man who: thus gives himself 
to God. He is delivered from his passions, 
from the rash judgments of men, their malev- 
olence, and the tyranny of their maxims ; 
from the inconstancy of friends, the ‘snares 
and artifices of enemies, from his own weak- 
ness, from the sorrows of life, from the hor- 
rors of a wicked death, from the cruel re- 
morse arising from cinco pleasures ; and 


| park from the eternal condemnation of 


The Christian. is Sanka from a multi- 
tude of evils ; séeing, that by placing his will 
in the hands. ‘of God, he wills no more than 
God wills ; and thus he. finds his consola- 
tion through faith, and hope, in | the midst 
of all his sufferings... works ny) - is erable bine 

Happy they who, with fixed faith, resign 
themselves into the arms. of the Father. of 
mercies, and God ofall comfort, vas he is 
called by St. Paul: .then.they..desire no- 

thing more than to know. what.they owe to 
God ::and they fear nothing so much as not 
to see what he requires. When. they re- 
ceive fresh light.from his law, they. zeieice 
as a miser who has found a treasure. 

The true, Christian resigns himself to 
all the calamities that. Providence is pleas: 
ed to. afflict him. with; wills all that hap- 
pens to him, and never wishes for what 
he has not: the more he loves God, the 
greater is his contentment,; and the highest 
degree of perfection, far. from oppressing 
him, renders his burden the. lighter. 

O the foll y.of fearing to be too muchde- 
yoted to God !. It is fearing to be too ‘hap- 
py ; itis fearing to be in all things, too much 
attached to the \ will of God; it is. fearing to 
support with too much fortitude. our inevi- 
table crosses; to derive t 20 much - 
lation from the love. of € God; I 
too much, disengaged from those passions 
that render us miserable. . 

Let. us then. despise. all carthly thi ings : 
that we may be entirely at the disposal ot 
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God. I do not say that we should part 
with them absolutely: for when our lives 
are regular and honest, there is little more 
to be done, than to’ change the inward affec- 
tions ‘of our souls: externally our: actions 
will be nearly the same; for God does not 
subvert the different conditions of life, nor 
require us to abandon those employments i in 
which he himself has placed us: the chief 
difference will consist in this, that we shall 
now do to please God, what we formerly” 
did to please ‘the world. and ourselves, and 
instead of being carried away by our pride, 
our ‘tyrannic: passions, and the malicious 
censures of the world, we shall, on the 
contrary, act with freedom, courage, and 
confidence in God: our hope will animate 
us; we shall be supported in the midst 
of all our distresses, ‘by the expectation of 
that everlasting happiness which daily ap- 
proaches; while all earthly joys pass quick- 
ly from:us: the love of God will make us 
sensible of his love for us, give us strength | 
to’ walk in his’ ways, ‘and raise us above 
all calamities : If this is difficult to be believ- 
ed, experience will convinceus of it; Come, 
taste and see, says David, Low ‘sheared 
the Lord is. Psalm xxxiv. 6. 
The Son of God says to all, without ex- 
Biion, ** Ifany man will be my disciple, 
let him take up bis cross and follow me ;” 
Matthew xvi. 24. the broad way leadeth to 
destruction; ‘we must walk in the. strait 
way, wherg the few are tobe found. None 
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but suchas lay great restraint on themselves, 
can win the kingdom. of heayen. TPhey 
must be born again, become. as little chil- 
dren, renounce themselves,: bepoor in spi- 
rit, mourn in order'to be: comforted, and be 
no longer of this world, sbeee is concemsiied 
because of offences) 9) a sii 

These truths: offend» many people; “bee 
cause they see plainly what religion requires, 
without knowing what it bestows ; and they 
‘are ignorant of that spirit of love which 
eases every burden. | ‘They know that this re- 
ligion leads us to the highest perfection, by 
giving us, through the love of God, a 
peace which softens’ all: the) calamities. of 
hfe. 

Those that with undivided hearts. devote 
themselves to God, they prove the truth of 
this. divine saying, thatthe yoke of Fesus 
Christ is easy, his burdén: light; that in 
ser: the soul L finds. rest, and: that, according 

s promise, Le refreshes all:that are 
ae and heavy laden.) 
>. But what woe: attends: rise slothful: sad 
timorous souls that are divided’ between 
God andthe world! ‘They are unstable and 
irresolute... They” are: afraid both of the 
judgment of God and of man : ; they,are. ter- 
rified atthe evil, and ashamed of the good 5, 
they have the Isufferingss of virtue, without a 
tasting its consolations... QO! iftthey: had 
courage to despise the vain: discourse, insi- 
pa ly and: seer censures, of men, 
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what ;peace would they: taste in the bosom 
of their. (0 SREY sev eat 

ow dan rous to our ‘salvation, how 
hurtful to the peace of our minds, is. it to 
wish to Tinger here ?. Qur whole life is, only 
given us, that: we may. proceed with hasty 
step towards our. heavenly country : ~ the 
world vanishes as a vain. shadow, and eter- 
nity advances to receive us :.-whilst the light 
of the Father of mercies lies on us, let 
us hasten ‘to arrive at the heavenly Canaan. 

The first commandment is, ‘¢ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind.” Now, how can a- 
ny one think-he loves Géd,.if he does not 
meditate on his law, and apply himself to 
the accomplishment ofhis will ? 

Those who are afraid, to see: too clearly 
what his will requires, are. far from this 
watchful and attentive love. There is but 
one way of loving God, which is not to take 
any step but with him and for him, and to fol-. 
low with a grateful heart all his inspirations. 

Those -who are under pious restraints, 
but yet would gladly follow the world little, 
thinking that to do so is but a trifle, are in 
great danger of being of the number of 
those luke yarns Christians, of whom the 
Spirit says, that God will spew them out 
of bis mouth. Rev. iii. 16. 

God is displeased with such flothful ser- 
e wants as say in their hearts, thus far will I 
“SOs but no further; does it belong to the 
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éreatute to set bounds to the Creator ? What 
would a master say to his servant, ora king 
to his ‘subjects, who were fearful of being 
devoted too much to his service or interest, 
and who would blush to have their attach- 
ment appear to the world ? What then shall 
the King of Kings say, if we imitate these 
_ base servants? The time approaches, when 
we shall be called to account; it will soon 
arrive, let. us hasten to prevent it; let us 
love the everlasting beauty which never 
decays, nor will suffer such as love it to de-. 
cay. Have we not seen within these few 
years, persons in the most exalted stations, 
surprised by death, and sunk into the ever- 
lasting abyss ? This world to which we are so 
much attached, we are just on the point of 
leaving ; and what is it in itself, but vanity 
and folly? Itisaphantom, and the fashion 
ef it, as St. Paul says, passeth away. Y 
Cor. yu. 31. 
o 
SSS eo 


The way of Faith is better, and more se- 
cure than that of wit and sensible 
Relishes. 


THOSE who are ke to God aay 
so far as he affords them pleasure and conso-_ 
lation, resemble those people, who follow 
Jesus pst not for his doctrine, but for the 


loaves which he miraculously “multiplied, a 


They say with Peter, Lord, itis good for 4 
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us to be here, let us buildthree tabernacles: 
‘but they know not what they say. After 
being delighted with the sweetness of Mount 
Tabor, they forsake the Son of God, and 
‘refuse to follow him up to mount Caly y: 
They not only seek for sensible tastes, 
but also for extraordinary lights: that is to 
say, the understanding is desirous to see, 
while the heart wishes to be moved by soft 
and flattering sensations. Is this to die to 
self? Is ‘hae: to live by faith? 

They would feel, taste, and possess God 
and his graces ; they would penetrate into 
the hearts of others, dive into futurity, and 
become quite extraordinary ; for an eager- 
ness for lights and sensations, by degrees 

brings a soul to the secret desire of all these 
things. 

The Apostle shews us a more gece 
way, by which he excites in us an holy 
emulation; when speaking of charity, he 
says, It secketh not its own ; 1 Cor. xiii. 5. 
It is not the pleasure it seeks, but God, oy 
the accomplishment of his w il. If it fin 
a sweet sensibility in prayer, it makes a 
transitory use of it to assist its weakness 
without resting in it. What would become 
ofus, if we were always to remain. children, 
hanging at the breast of heavenly consola. 

tions? We must, as St. Paul says, Put 
away childish things ; ; LCor. xiii, 11. The 
first fervours were good to attract us, to de- 
Y et us from gross and worldly piganurcss by 
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others more pure and elevated; and lastly, 
to accustom us to a life of prayer and recol- 
lection. 

But to taste a delicious pleasure which 
‘obliterates the idea of the gross, and. to en- 
joy a fervour which makes us liveas if Para- 
dise was already open to us, is not to be 
crucified and die to ourselves. 

He who has no other support, will aban- 
don prayer when that source of pleasure is 
dried up. Many people leave off to pray- 
when their prayer becomes most profitable. 
How many souls, who, because when chil- 
dren in Jesus Christ, they weretootender, and 
too much trusting on this sweet. milk, fall 
back and forsake the inward life from the 
time that God begins to help them? Nor 
need we wonder they considered that as a 
sanctuary which is but the outer court of the 
temple ; they would mortify the outward 
senses, to live internally with more delight - 
to themselves. From hence proceed so ma- 
ny mistakes even amongst those souls, ap- 
_ parently the most fervent and abstracted. 
_ Even. such.as have spoke much of dying 
to self, and parting with all, are frequent- 
ly the most discouraged in the day of tri- 
al, when all sensible consolation is with- 
drawn. O how good. it is to believe with- 
out seeing, and to be contented in the midst — 
f poverty. ) : BES 
_ #rom an attachment to sensible tastes pro- 
ceeds. all illusion: we are much mistaken 


if we imagine this. sensibility to be dneyi- 
ec, 


s 
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dence of security. On the contrary} it 
often occasions a falling off ; it is a flattering» 
bait'to self-love. "Phey tear not to be deficient 
in their duty to God, while this spiritual 
delight lasts. ‘They say in their prosper- 
ity, I shall never be moved: Psalm xxx. 
6. but when this rapture is over, they think 
all lost; thus they are too apt to put their 
own sensibility in the place of God. Nothing 
preserves us from illusion but a pure faith. 
When we rely not on extraordinary lights, 
but God alone in a pure faith, receiving the - 
consolations that are given, but never rest- 
ing in any, not judging, but always obey- 
ing; sensible we may be easily deceived ; 
acting with simplicity and a good intention, 
then are we in the way furthest from delu- 
sion. : ; . 


On the true Light. 


JESUS Christ is the light of every 
man that cometh into the world. Johni. 9. 
As there is but one sun that illuminates all 
bodies in the universe, so there is but one 
light that enlighteneth all souls. This light 
is Jesus Christ, the eternal word of God. 
O how miserably blind are all who imagine 
themselves wise, - while they continue desti- 
tute of that wisdom which Jesus Christ in- 
spires! Revelation appears to them’ like a 
dream ; the gospel is preached to all ranks 
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of people, but hie comprehend it Tots Its 
, wisdom is called foolishness. 

-O vain and foolish world, is it in ikea that 
we should trust? Thou art but a mere illu- 
sion, and yet thou wouldst have us confide 
in thee! We find that in possessing thee, 
thou hast nothing substantial wherewithal to 
satisfy our hearts. When thou offerest 
thyself to us w ith a smiling countenance, it 
occasions troubles. When every thing is 
ready to disappear, thou presumest to pro- 
mise us happiness: but he alonesis truly 
happy, who, by the light of Jesus Christ, 
discovers thy emptiness. ~~ 


SSS 
On the Presence of God. 


THE principal instrument or means of 
eur perfection, is contained in this expres- 
sion of God to Abraham, Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect; Gen. xvii. 1. The 
presence of God calms the mind, and Brrr 
sweet repose and quict even in the midst of 
our daily labours; but then we must be re- 
signed to him without any reserve. It does 
not seq tie a great deal of time to love God, 
to draw near unto him and enjoy his pre- 

sence, to lift up our hearts to him, or adore 

m at the bottom of them, nor to make 
hia an offering of all-we do and suffer; this 
is the true kingdom of God within us, Luke 
xvit. 21, which nothing can disturb, 
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_ When the rovings of the imagination hin- 
der us from possessing a quiet and peaceful, _ 
frame of mind, let us at least calm ourselves — 
by the integrity of our will; and the desire 
of a composure does in a manner prove a 
sufficient one; we must also turn our 
minds inward to God, and do whatsoever 
he would have us with an upright intention. 

Let us take care that we be not volunta- 
rily occupied too long, either outwardly or 
inwardly, about things which create such 
distraction of heart and mind, as draw both 
the one and the other so much out of them- 
selves, that it is with difficulty they can re. 
turn te find God. 

As soon as we feel that some foreign ob- 
ject gives us too much pleasure and delight, 
let us withdraw our heart from it; if we are 
but faithful, even in a small degree, inward- 
ly to preclude the creatures, so that they 
may not rest in the heart, which God has re- 
served for himself, there to dwell, and there 
to be loved and honoured, we shail quickly 
taste that pure joy, which he never fails to 
give a soul that is free and disengaged from. 
worldly affections. 

When we perceive in ourselves strong de 
sires after any thing, be it what it will, and 
find that our inclination carries us ted pre- 
cipitately towards it, though it he enly to 
say somewhat, to sce something, or g0 ah 
where ; let us strive to moderate Oe ee 
and request ef God, that he would stay the 
; H 2 7 
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precipitation of our thoughts, and the com-— 
~uotion we are under; for he himself has 
“said, his Spirit abides not in hurry and tu- 
moult. 

Let us be carefiil not to concern ourselves 
too much with what others say’cr do, and 
that we let it not enter too much into our 
minds : for it is a great cause of disturbance. 
As soon as we perceive what it is that God 
requires of us m any particular, let us ad- 
here to that; by this means we shail pre- 
serve a freedom and evenness cf soul, and 
retrench many needless things, which em- 
barras the mind, and hinder it from turning 
to Ged. 

An excellent means of keeping ourselves 
in an inward quiet, and freedom of spirit, is, 
at the conclusion of every action te lay aside 
all reflections arising from it, dropping~ail 
regards of self-love, arising from vain joy or 
erief. Happy the man who retains nothing 
in his mind but what is necessary, and w ho 
only thinks ofeach thing just when it is the 
time to think. of it: so that it israther God 
who excites the perception and idea of it by 
a discovery of his will, than the mind’s be- 
ing at the trouble to find it. Let us accus- 
tom ourselves to have our minds inwardly 
recollected during the day, and in the course 
ae employments, by looking singly to 

rod. Let us sever ourselves from every 
thing that comes not from God, put away 
all vain thoughts and wild imaginations, and 
speak no idle. word. Let us seek God with- 
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in us, and we shall infallibly find him, and 
with him joy and peace. 

In our outward occupations, let us be. 
employed more with God than any thing 
else ; to perform them rightly, we hase per- 
form them “as in his presence, and’ for his 
sake. At aviewof God’s majesty, a calm- 
ness and serenity should possess the soul. 
One word of our Saviour heretofore calmed 
a boisterous and raging sea, and now one 
look @f him towards us, and of us towards 
him, will still daily do thesame. - 

We must often lift up our hearts to God; 
he will purify, enlighten, and direct them. 
It was the daily practice of David, who gays, 
L have always set God before me. Psa. 
xvi. 9. Let us frequently repeat the follow- 
ing expressions of his: Whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is:none upon 
earth that I desire in comparison of thee. 
God is the strength ofymy heart, and my 
portion for ever. Psa. xxiii. 25, 26. 

We need not stay for leisure hours to shut 
the door, and retire; for whenever we re- 
eret the want of retirement, it is enough to 
introduce us into it; even when at meals, 
or while others are talking, A vege dis- 
courses instead of tiring may relieve us, by 
affording some interval of inward retire. 

ment. Thus all things are c verted. "ge 
good to these who love God, 

We should frequently read such books as 
fare proper for our state and condition, and 

‘im reading make some pauses to leave room 
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for the spirit to act, that inwardly draws the — 
mind to recollection. A few simple words, — 
but full of the spirit of God, are the hidden. 
manna: and though we forget the words, 
yet they operate secretly, so that the soul is 
fed and-nourished by them. * 


== 


On Conformity to the Will of God. 


ALL virtue consists in the rectitude. 
of the will. This is what Jesus Christ would ~ 
have us understand by these words: The ~ 
kingdom of God is within you. Luke xvii. - 
21: He does not require great knowledge, 
great talents, nor great actions; all that is 
necessary is, that we. should have an heart 
to love God. 

The spiritual life is the commencement of 
the blessed peace of the saints, who al- 
_ ways say, Amen,” to the dispensations of 
: Providence. ‘They praise, they bless God 
in every thing; they see him in all things, © 
: and his paternal hand is the sole object they 
regard. There are no more evils, for even 
the most painful that can happen, work to-~ 
gether for good, as St. Paul says, to those. 
that love God. Can we call those. afflic., 
tions evils which God sends to purify us, 
and make us worthy of him? That which 
is beneficial is us, cannot be called an evil. 
Let us then castall our cares into the bo. — 
som of so good a Father. Let us leave it ; 
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to him to doas he pleases. Let us be con- 
tent to follow his willin every thing, and let 
our will be perfectly resigned to his.’ The 
only thing which is truly ours is our will; 


but then it is that of which God is jealous; 


for he has given it tous, not that wé may re- 
main proprietors of it, but that we should re- 
turn it to him entire, without retaining any 
part of it. et 

Alas! how many souls are there proprie- 
tors of themselves, who are willing to serve 
God and love him, but thén it must be ac- 
cording to their own will and self-direction ; 
they would have God observe the rules 
which they prescribe to him with regard to 
his manner of drawing them to himself: they 
would serve him, but they would not give 
themselves up to him. When they appear 
full of zeal and fervour, their spiritual abun- 
dance becomes an obstacle to them, as they 
find a propriety even in their own virtues, 
and are continually seeking themselves in the 
exercise of them. The soul that is truly 
mortified, and dead to’ the life of self, that 
renounces its own will, that it may will on- 
ly as God would have it, is superior to such 
fervent and enlightened souls as would pro- 
ceed in the path of virtue according to their’ 
own way. i is 

“This is the deep sense of the words of Je- 
sus Christ, Whoever will be my disciple, 
let himedeny himself, and follow me. Matt. 
xvi. 24. We must follow Christ step by 
step, and not open a way for ourselves to 
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him. We can follow him no other way but, 
by renouncing ourselves. ‘Thus St. Paul 


tellsus, Ve are notyour own. Woeto him 
who resumes what he has already devoted. 
Let us then beseech the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort, to take away a 
disposition to please ourselves, without suf- 
fering the smallest part to be retainedby us ! 
Such an operation will cost us dear: we 
shall find it dificult to let God act when he 
wounds us in the most sensible part. But 
here is the patience of the saints, and the sa- 
crifice of pure faith, to be experienced. 

Let us leave it to God to work in us all 
his geod pleasure, without resisting him. 
When we perceive the revolt of nature and 
our senses, let us with confidence turn to 
God, and join with him against our sloth- 
ful and rebellious nature; let us deliver it 
up to the Spirit of God, and he will by de- 
grees destroy it. Let us, in his presence, 
watch over our smallest defects, that we 
may not grieve the Holy Spirit ; let the faults 
we commit turn to our profit, by causing 
us humbly to reflect on our own frailty, 
without rendering us over-much dejected. 

The kingdom of God is indeed come in 
us, when, independently of all outward helps, 
we regard nothing but the hand of Ged a- 
lone as the doer of all. To be willing to 
serve him in one place more a another, or 


trary 


in such or such a way rather = the con-. 


ae 


a is to serve him after our own manner, 
and not after his. But to be equally ready 
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in all, to desire and will only in conformity 
to him, to leave ourselves in the hands of 
_Providence, and to set no bounds to our 
submission, is to serve him with true self: 


aw 
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Instructions how to.obtain internal Peace. 


O HOW different is the peace of God 
from that which the world can bestow ! It 
calms the passions, preserves the purity of 
our conscience, and is inseparable. from 
righteousness, unites us with God, and for- 
tifies us against temptations ; and. when 
temptations do not overcome us, they al- 
ways yield good fruit. 

A true simplicity; a tranquillity of the 
mind, which is the fruit of resignation to the 
will of God; a patience with regard to the 
defects of our neighbour, which the presence 
of God inspires us with; a willingness to 

confess our faults, and be reprehended for 
them; also to submit ourselves to the ad- 
vice of experienced persons; these are vir- 
tues useful and necessary to our sanctifi- 
cation. 

The pain thou experiencest with regard 


to several thingssarises from thy not receiv-. 
ing with sufficient resignation, all that can ~ 
leave then all things in the ~ p 


happen to thee 
‘hands of Ged.” When thou givest up thy- 
self entirely:to G God, t! thou wilt find thyself at 
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peace, and full of the joy ofthe Holy Ghost. 
Woe to thee, if in the work of God thou 
expectest assistance from man! The least: 
respect to any thing that is human, extin- 
guishes grace, and increases thy irresolu- 
tion. 

How can we refuse to give up our whole 
hearts to God, who has loved us from the 
beginning, and loved us with the tender- 
ness of a father, who pities us as his chil- 
‘dren, who is sensible of our weakness, and - 
knoweth whefeof we are made? He has fol- 
lowed us in our ways, which are those of 
sin; he has run after us, as a shepherd in 
search of his ‘strayed sheep. We may- say, 
he loved us even to the death of the cross, 
and that the measure of his obedience was 
that of his love. When that love fills the 
soul, it tastes the sweets of a peaceful con- 
science; it is content; it wants neither 
grandeur, reputation, nor pleasure ; it wills 
only what God wills, and watches in the 
blessed expectation of the bridegroom’s 
coming. 


——EEEE=———— 
On being resigned to God. 
ad 

OF all the blessings we have occasion 
to seek for in retirement, the principal is 
the peace of simplicity, which never regards 
futurity with solicitude. The future is not 
ours, but God’s, and he will so order it as 
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‘to be suitable to. our sae ee but 1 if, 
through our own wisdom, we endeavour to 


dive into that futurity, the only fruit of our 


inquiries will be uneasiness ! Let us, there- 
fore, think of nothing but how we may make 
a good use of the present day : each day has 
its good and its evil, in such a manner that 
the eyil is often converted into good, provi- 
ded we are faithful, and. suffer God to act 
without our preventing him by our own im- 
patience. : 

_» God will give sufficient time and oppor- 
tunity to draw near unto him. He will not, 
perhaps, give us all that we may desire, that 
we may employ ourselves according to our 
‘own inclination, and so live to self, under 
. the pretence of perfection ; but we shall not 
“want either time or opportunity to renounce 


ourselyes and our own inclinations. All o- © 


_ther time is lost, though it may seem to be 

_well employed. 

__ Be persuaded also, that in all these aie gs 
we shall find whatever is suitable to our real 
wants; for so far as God disconcerts ‘our 
inclinations, so far does he support our 
weakness. - Let _us suffer him to act in us. 
Avoid only, by a regular and tranquil em- 
ployment, all melancholy and impatience, 


which are the most dan ecrous*temp tations 


nature is liable to. 
Ms 
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Of interested and disinterested Love. 


SUCH souls as are really detached from 
themselves, like the saints in heaven, regard 
the mercies distributed to others, with the 
same complacency as those they receive 
themselves: for esteeming themselves as 
nothing, they love the good pleasure of God, 
the riches of his grace, and the glory he de- 
rives from the sanctification of others, as 
much as that he derives from. them. All is 
then equal; for the Me is lost, the Me is 

‘no more Methan another person: it is God 
alone that is all in all: it is him they love 
and admire, who causes all the joy of their 
hearts by this disinterested love. i 
But there are many pious persons that re- 
main in some degree attached to self. These 
remains of self-love serve even to suppert 
_ them in the practice of virtue, and to purify 
them toa certain degree. Nothing could be 
amore dangerous, than to deprive them of this 
comforting consideration of the graces of 
God, with regard to their own perfection. 


Se 
Conceruing Amusements. 
WHEN amusements are innocent in 
themselves, it is sufficient if we partake of 


them with moderation, and as in the pre- 
sence of God. Manners stiff and reserved 
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can only serve to give a false idea of piety to 
the people of the world, who‘ are already too 
much prejudiced against it, and;who ima- 
gine they cannot serve God but by asad and 
melancholy life. | . 
Let us walk with simplicity in peace and 
joy, which are the fruits of the Holy Ghost. 
He who walks in the présence of God, is, 
even on indifferent occasions, doing the 
work of God, though he appear'to be doing 
nothing important. I always suppose that 
we are under the direction of God, and that 
we act conformably to his providence, by’ 
doing even the most indifferent things in 
that state in which he has placed us. 124 
' Most people, on becoming converts, or 
feforming their lives, think more of per- 
forming extraordinary and difficult’ actions, 
than of purifying their intentions, and dying | 
to their natural inclinations on the most 
common occasions; by which means they 
are frequently deceived. When our lives 
are honest and regular, we become Christi-' 
ans more speedily, by altering that which ts 
within, than that which is without. God is 
' not content either with the sound of the lips, 
the posture of the body, or outward cere- 
monies. What he requires is an undivided 
will, that neither desires nor rejects any 
thing; that wills, without reserve, all that 
he wills; and never wills, under any pre- 
tence whatever, in contrariety to him. 
Let us carry then, wherever Providence 
-conducts us, a will full of simplicity, and 
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united to God. Seek God in those hours 
which appear void of good, and they will not 
be so to us,. for God will support us in them. 
O the ease of heart that is experienced, when 
God opens this path of simplicity ! We then 
walk like little children, whom their mother 
leads by the hand, and who suffer them- 
selves to be. conducted by her. We are 
content to be in subjection; or content to 
be free. Weare willing to speak; or to be 
silent. 

Let us remember that even our virtues, in 
the exercise of them, require to be purified 
by the disappointments Providence throws in 
our way, the better to detach us from all self-. 
will.. O how simple, amiable, discreet, 
and secure in all its ways is piety, when its 
corner-stone is submission to. the. will of 
God, without consulting either our taste, 
our temper, or the sallies of an immoderate 
zeal! We live almost like other. people, 
without affectation, or the z appearance of au- 
sterity, ina sociable manner ; but in a con- 
stant submission to all the duties of our 
calling, in a renunciation of every thing that 
is contrary to the will of God, with a pure 
view to him, to whom we must sacrifice all 
the irregular emotions of nature. This is 
the adoration in spirit and in truth, which 
Jesus Christ and his Father seek. Every. 
thing else is but a religion of ceremony, and 
rather the shadow than the substance of real 
Christianity. 
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It may be asked, by what means is this 
purity of intention to be attained, in a life 
exposed to the bad examples and conversa- 
tion of the world? I answer, Reading and 
prayer will be helpful to lay the foundation 
of our security. By reading, I do not here 
mean such as tends only to satisfy curiosity,, 
and make us knowing on religious subjects ; 
the reading I recommend is what is simple, 
such as may be reduced to practice, and 
tends to nourish the heart. When we read 
not to increase our knowledge, but to know 
better how to be diffident of ourselves, then 
will our reading be truly advantageous to us. 
To reading, prayer should be added, in 
which we may silently meditate on some 
great truths of religion. And when we per- 
ceive ourthoughts to wander in this exercise,, 
recal them gently, without being discour-. 
aged at the Importunity of these distracti-_ 
ons. While they are involuntary, they. can- 
not hurt us: on the contrary, they will be? 
of more use than a prayer accompanied with 
sensible consolation and fervour ; for they. 
will tend to humble and mortify us, andiac-. 
custom us to seek God purely. for himself, 
without considering too much our own plea-., 
sure: provided we constantly withdraw 
night and morning to practise these things, 
we shall find them an antidote against the 
dangers that surround us. ‘Tsay night and 
morning, because the nourishment of the 
‘soul, as well as that of the body, must. be 
per’ 
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continually renewed, to prevent its falling 
into decay, and being wasted by its contin-. 
ual intercourse with men. But we must be 
resolute both against ourselves and others, 
to reserve the time allotted for this purpose ; 
nor must we suffer ourselves to be drawn 
away by outward occupations, so as to lose 
the time that is to nourish our souls. 

It is also necessary to set apart certain 
days for retirement and recollection ; when, — 
as at the feet of Jesus, we may obtain a re- 
medy for all the wounds of our heart, and 
have all the malignant maxims and opinions 
of the world effaced. This is even service- 
able to our health: for provided we know 
how, with simplicity, to make the best use 
of these short retirements, they will con- 
duce to the health of the body, as well as 
the soul. 

As to amusements, they ought to be a- 
grecable to our profession of piety, and the | 
good example the world expects from us. 
For the world, immersed as it is in itself, 
would not have such as despise it, act con- 
trary to the contempt they have for it; nor - 
can it avoid esteeming those, by whom it 
sees itself to be of small estimation. True 
Christians have cause to be thankful that the 
world is so severe a censor; for by this 
means they are under the greatest necessity 
of doing nothing that is unedifying. 

If we perceive ourselves dejected with 
sorrow, or elated by pleasure, we must, » 
without uneasiness, return to our heavenly 
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Father, with whom we may expect to find 
joy and freedom in our sorrow, moderation 
and recollection in our joy, and may rely on 
not being disappointed. The turning of 
our hearts to him will reanimate us, and 
though we should perceive our souls dull 
and discouraged when God sets us on any 
work, he will give resolution and a facility in 
the discharge of our duty suitable to our ne- 
cessity. This is the daily bread weconstantly 
ask for, and which will never fail us; for 
our Father, far from forsaking us, desires 
to find our hearts open, that he may bless 
us. . 
We must not wait for outward liberty and 

retirement to be detached from the world, 

and to overcome the old man : the thought of 
a free state is no more than a pleasing idea ;" 
it may neverbe ourlot. We should be rea- 

dy to die in our present servitude. Provyi- 

dence may prevent our projects of retire- 

ment : we are not in our own power. The 

Israelites, in Babylon, sighed after Jerusa-— 
lem, yet how few of them ever saw Jerusa- 

lem mere, but ended their days in Babylon ! 

What an illusion would it have been, if they 

had deferred, till their return to their own: 

country, to worship the true God, and to 

perfect themselves! Perhaps our state may 

_ resemble that of the Isr aclites. 
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On the Employment of our Time. 


IT ‘is true, notwithstanding the pro- 
eress some have made, much remains to be 
done: a persuasion of the mind, or even a 
good disposition of the heart, is at a great 

_ distance from an exact and faithful practice. 
Nothing has been more common at all times 
than to meet with people perfect and holy, 
as far as speculation goes. The Saviour of 
the world says, Ye shall know them by their 
fruits.. Matth. vii. 16. And this is the on- 
ly rule that does not deceive us,. provided 
it be tightly discovered ; it is by this rule we 
should judge ourselves. 

A general means of employing our time 
well, is to accustom ourselves to live in'a 
constant dependance on the Spirit of God, 
receiving what he is pleased to give us; con- 
sulting him m our doubts, when we must 
always be ready to obey his dictates ; having 
recourse to him in our weaknesses; invok- 
ing him, and raising our heart to him, when 
duken away by eaihaead objects, it sees it- 
self carried insensibly out of the road, and 

is surprised into forgetfulness and separ ation 
from God. 

For the well employing our hours of bu- 
siness, itis sufficient that v we attend with sim- 
plicity to the mandates of the Divine Provi- 
dence. We should take care not to be over- 
whelmed by a multiplicity of occupations, 
be they what they will. . 
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We must endeavour to begin all our un- 
dertakings with a view to the glory of God, 
to continue them without dissipation, and 
toend them without hurry. 

The time of entertainment (or what may 
be called relaxation) is the most dangerous 
to ourselves, and perhaps the most useful 
to others: it is then more especially we 
should be upon our guard ; that is to say, 
most faithful as to perceiving the presence of 
God. . The Christian watchfulness so much 
recommended by our Lord; not only ha- 
bitual, but as much as possible, actual as- 
pirations and elevations of the mind and 
heart to God, by those simple views whieh 
faith inspires; the sweet and peaceful de- 
pendance which the soul should have with 
regard to grace, acknowledging it as the 
only principle of its security and strength; 
all these things are now to be put in practice, 
_ to preserve us from the subtle poison which 
is frequently hid under pleasures and a- 
musements, and to know how to conduct 
ourselves wisely, in such things as may in- 
struct and edify others. This is especially 
necessary for men and women in eminent 
stations, whose words and behaviour may 
frequently be the cause of much good or 
evil. : 

Our vacant hours are generally the most 
pleasing and useful to ourselves ; we can 
scarcely employ them better than by conse- 
crating them to the renewing of our strength 
(I may even say our bodily strength) by a 
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secret and intimate communication with 
God. . 
' Prayer is so necessary, and the source of 
so many blessings, that the soul who has 
found this treasure, cannot avoid having re- 
course to it whenever it is left to itself. 

T have other things to say to you on those 
- three portions of our time; perhaps I may 
Keréafter mention them, if the views which 
at present strike me do not vanish : however, 
if they do, the loss is but small ; God givés us 
new views when he pleases ; if he does not, 
it is a sign they are not necessary ; and’when 
they. are not nécessary for our advantage, 
we should rejoice in their being lost. © 


MEDITATIONS 


VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 


Love not the world, neither the things thut are in 
the world. 1 John il. 15. 


THESE are words of great extent. 
‘The world is nothing more than a multitude 
of people who love themselves, and who 
love the creatures without respect to God. 
The desire of authority, the love ofa repu- 
- tation we do not merit, dissipation in com- 
pany, the seeking such things as gratify 
our senses, sloth, and remissness in all 
Christian exercises, and a want of applica- 
tion in studying the truths of the gospel ; 
all these things are the fruits of the world. 
It lives in us, we desire its love, and dread 
its neglect. Blessed was that apostle to 
Bon the world was crucified, andhe unto_ 
the world. 

It is true the world promises peace, but 
then it never gives it ; it affords some tran- 
sitory pleasures, but they cost-more than 
they are worth. Jesus Christ alone can 
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give peace to man; he reconciles him to 
himself ; he subdues his passions ; he sets 
bounds to his desires; he comforts him in 
his love, and gives him, even in the midst 
of pain, a joy which cannot be taken from 
him. 

We wish to love God, and yet are afraid 
of displeasing the world, which is his ene- 
my. Do we nct know that the friendship 
of the world makes us enemies to God? 
Woe then to those who please the world, 
that blind and corrupt judge. It is not suf- 
ficient, according to the apostle, that the 
world should be crucified to us, but we 
must also be crucified unto it. People are 
apt to imagine themselves far from the 
world, because they live retired ; but they 
speak its language, and have the same 
sentiments and delicacies; they have the 
same desire of reputation, friendship, and 
amusements ; they bear with pain the small- 
est humiliation. They say, they would wil- 
lingly forget the world, but yet feel in the 
bottom of their heart, that they would not 
be forgotten by it, but vainly:do they seek 
to compromise matters between Jesus Christ 


and. the world. 
4 


There are last which shall be first, and there are 
jirst which shall be last. | Luke xiii. 30. 


HOW many sinners are there, who, 
after having wandered many years in igno- 
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Hines ofthe Truth, shall, by the fervour of 
_ their penitence, leave those behindthem, who 
} have, from their earliest youth, tasted the 
i gifts of the Holy Spirit ; and whom God has 
prevented by his . sweetest benedictions ? 
How glorious will it be to those who were 
- last, thus to bear away the crown, and be, 
by their example, a condemnation to others? 
But how grievous will it be to the first to 
become last, to see themselves left behind by 
those to whom they were formerly a model, 
to lose their crowns, and to lose them for 
the sake of some trivial amusements which 
retarded their progress! I cannot observe 
the recollection of some persons, their dis- 
interestedness and humility, without blush- 
ing to see how much we are dissipated, vain, 
and attached to temporal conveniences. Let 
us haste to rva, lest we be left behind. 


ove 


ores 


That we are made to serve one another. 


I came noi to he ministered unto, but to minister. 
Matt. x: 43. 


: THES: is what ought to be said by all 
people who have authority over others; it Is’ 
nothing more than a: ministerial office, and 
we should: i reality serve those we sent to 
command: we should bear their imperfee: 
amy endeavour wei miikdtieds and patience 

K 


110 


te correct them, wait for them in the ways 
of God,. believe ourselves sent for theirad- 
vantage, humble ourselves to soften thei 
necessary disciplines, and beg of God t 
change their hearts, which isa grace they 
could not obtain for themselves. Let us ex- 
amine ourselves with regard to such as are 
committed to our care, and for whom we , 
shall be called to an account before God. - 


a 


“Of Meekness, and Lowliness of Heart. 


_ Learn of me, for Iam meek and lowly of heart. 
Matt. xi. 29. 


IT is the Son of God alone. who can 
teach us this divine lesson: He, who being | 
equal with God, made himself of no reputa- 
tion, but took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was made in the likeness of men. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. What has he not done for 
the love of us? What has he not suffered 
for us, and what does he not still continue 
to suffer? He was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter, yet opened he net his mouth. 
Isaiah li. 7. And we, notwithstanding, 
complain of the flightest ills ; are vain, deli- 
cate, and easily affected. 

There is no real meekness without lowli- 
ness of heart : whilst we are full of our- 
selves, every thing we see in others will of- 
fend us ; but when we are thoroughly per- 
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suaded that nothing is due to us, then 
nothing will disturb us. Let us often think 
of our own failings, and we shall become 
indulgent to those of others. Let us’ often 
“think of these important words of the Son of 
God, Learn of me, for I am meek and 
frely “ff peart. 


On true Greatness. 


_ Whoseever exalieth himself shall be abased, and he 
that humbleth himsetf shall be exalted. 
Luke ‘xiv. : £9 


~ SINCE we are so fond of being exalt- 
ed, let us seek it where it is to be found, 
and where its existence will be eternal. Let’ 
us aspire to true greatness, which is only to 
be found by abasing ourselves in this world. 
God confounds the proud ; in this life, he 
sends him many cross accidents, and in the 
end will humble him for ever; but the hum-. 
ble, who desires to live in “obscurity, shall 
be respected, because he never desired 'to be 
so; and an everlasting giory shall be the re- 
ward of his contempt of a false glory. 
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On what we ought to found our Fay. 


 Rejoice-in the Lord alway; and again I say, re- : 
joice. Let your moderation be known unto all — 
men; the Lord is at hand. Philip iv. 4, 5. 


IT is our being disgusted with our 
passions and the vanities of the world, which 
ought to be the source of our joy ; it should ~ 
be founded on our confidence in God; and 
we must not hope to be agreeable to him, 
but so far as the world is displeasing to us. 
It is our expectation of Jesus Christ, that 
ought to render us moderate and persever- 
- ing; we should be always ready to receive 
him, and rejoice at his coming: for he cometh 
to judge the world, and to be our comforter. + 

How sweet is it to expect the coming of 
Christ, whilst the children of this world are 
afraid of it! They shall tremble, whilst his 
followers, with joy and confidence, shail be- 
hold the coming of their gracious deliverer. 
Blessed state! Let those who have not at- 
tained it, aspire after it. We are prevented 
from being in this state of confidence and 
consolation by our sloth and vain amuse- 
ments. . 


EEE 


Of Confidence in God. 


= 


- Isleep, but my heart waketh. Cant. v. 2. 


WE sleep in peace in the bosom of 
our God, by committing ourselves to his 
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providence, and by a sweet remembrance 
of his mercy. Why do we still entertain. 
doubtful and uneasy reasonings, and are im- 
patient to change our situation ? The place 
where we are, is the bosom of God: br he 
has placed us there with his own hands. 
‘Can we be uneasy where he hath put us, 
and where we are like a child: embraced by 
its mother ? Let us repose ourselves on him, 
and in him. This confidence, which ex- 
tinguishes all the motions of carnal wisdom, 
is the true watchfulness of the heart. To 
commit ourselves to God, without depend- 
ing on any thing but him, is to make our 
heart wake while we slecp. ‘“[hns the eyes — 
ef love will always be open, that they may 
look at their well-beloved ; and we shall not 
sleep the sleep of death. 


<=<_—_—_ 


On the Defects of others, 


Bear ‘ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. Gal. vi. 2. 


CHARITY dees not extend so far as 
to oblige us not to see the defects of others; 
not to do that we must be blind: but it re- 
quires, that we should avoid being unneces- 
sarily observant of them, and that we who 
are so quick sighted to their failings, should 
never be blind to their merits. -Charity is 

K 2 
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not blind to what is contemptible, but bears 
with it, inorder to co-operate with the se- 
cret designs of God; it does not indulge a 
disdainful aversion, or impatience. No cor- 
' ruption astonishes it, no weakness discour- 
ages it, for it relies on God alone, and per- 
-ceives that all which is not him, is nothing 
but vanity and sin. . 


———— 


Father, I have finished the work which thou gavest 
me to do. . John xvii. 4. 


WE ought each of us to endeavour af- 
ter such a state as to be enabled to say as 
much, at that day when we shall be called to 
give an account of our works. I ought to 
regard that which offers itself to me, accor- 
ding to the order of God’s providence, as a 
_work he gives me to do, and apply myself 
to the accomplishment of it Ina manner 
worthy of him, that is to say, with diligence 
and quietness. I will not neglect any thing, 
nor will I be passionately eager in my pro- 
ceeding ; for it is dangerous to do the work 
of God negligently, or through self-love and 
a false zeal to make it our own ; in that 
case God’s work would be done by our own 
spirit, and therefore ill done. We should 
be vexed, offended, and solicitous for its 
success. The glory of God is the pretence. 
O God, give me grace to be faithful and di- 
Jigent m the action, and indifferent as to 
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the event. The one thing needful for me is 
to will thy will, and to remember thee in all 
my employments. Thy part is to give to 
my weak efforts such fruits as shall: please 
thee, or not any, if so be thy will. 


° af ; ; 
Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as you think 
not, the Son.of Man cometh. Matth. xxiv. 44. 


THESE words are addressed person- 
ally to us, in whatever age or station we be. 
Nevertheless, even good men form projects, 
which suppose a long life, and that at a time 
when it is just drawing toaconclusion. If — 
in the last stage of an incurable. disorder, 
they entertain hopes of a recovery, what do 
they not hope for in full health ? But whence 
comes this obstinate hope of life? It is be- 
eause they passionately love it. And whence 
comes it that they would so long put off the 
stroke of death? It is because they love not 
the kingdom of God, nor the greatness of the 
world to come. “he true means of being al- 
ways ready for the last moment, is to employ 
the others well, and be in constant expec- 
tation of it. 

— EEE 
They that sow in tears, shall réap in joy. 
Psalm cxxvi. 6 


WE musi sow that we may reap; this life is 
the season for sowing; in the other we shall 
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enjoy the fruits of ourlabour. The man of 
this world, slothful, and impatient, would 
reap before he has sown. . We wish to have 
God bestow comforts upon us, and smooth 
the way that leads us to him. Weare wil- — 
ling to serve him, provided it costs us but 
little. To hope for much, and suffer little 
is the aim of self-love. . 

How blind are we? Shall we never per- 
ceive that rhe kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, Matt. xi. 12. and that none but 
courageous souls, who vanquish themselves, 
are worthy to obtain it ? Let us then be con- 
tented to weep here below, since it is de- 
clared, Blessed are they that mourn, Matth. 
‘v. 4. and Woe teyou that laugh now. Luke 
vi. 25. The woe is to those who have their 
consolation in this world! The time will 
come, when their vain joys shall be con- 
founded ; the world shall lament, and God 
‘shall wipe away all tears from our eyes. 
Rev. vii, 17. 


PRESSES Se 
On our daily Bread. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Luke xi. 3. 


O MY God, what is this bread? It 
is not only what thou affordest us for the 
support of this life, but that food of truth, 
which thou givest daily to the soul. Itis a 
bread which nourishes us to life everlasting: 
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which increases and strengthens the soul in 
_ the trials of faith. Thou renewest it daily. 
Thou givest what is sufficient to the soul, for 
its advancement in the life of faith, and the 
renunciation of self. eo Spiel 

__ All that is bitter in outward things, or in 
the interior of my soul)and all that befals me 
in the course of the day, is my daily bread, 
peer I refuse not to accept it from thy 


On the Peace of the Soul. 


Peace Ileave with you; my peace I give unto you; 
not as the world giveth, give Iunto you. ; 
. ay A John xiv. 27. 
“ALL men seek for peace; but they do 
not seek it where it is to be found. The 
world promises peace, but cannot give it. 
It offers transitory pleasures, but they are 
not worth the pains they cost. Jesus Christ 
alone can give peace to-man; he cures our 
passions, and regulates our desires. He 
comforts us with the hopes of everlasting 
blessings: he makes us taste that inward 
joy, even in pain; and as the spring that 
produces it is inexhaustible, and the bottom 
of the soul where it resides, is inaccessible to 
all the malice of men, it becomes a treasure 
to the righteous which no one can take from 
them. 
Desire nothing but God, seek him alone, 
and you shall find peace. What is it that is 
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the cause of your uneasiness ? Is it poverty, 

contempt, bad success in your undertakings, 
inward and outward crosses? Regardall these 

things as coming from the hand of God, and 

in reality blessings i in disguise, which he dis- 

tributes to his friends, and of which he vouch- 

safes to make you partakers. This will 
_ change the face of the world with regard to 

you, and nothing shall be able to deprive 

you of your peace. 


Whosoever incod teh of this water shall thirst a- 
BOM ee ews beta John iv. 13.. 


THE more we drink of the corrupted 
waters of this world, the more we are a- 
thirst ; the more we indulge ourselves in 
what is bad, the more. do uneasy desires 
spring up in our hearts. The possession of 
riches only increases our thirst for them. — 
Avarice and ambition are more discontented 
about what they have not, than they are sa- 
tisfied with what they really possess: the 
enjoyment of pleasures enervate the soul, 
they corrupt it, and render it srisaiablec 
The more’ we are diverted, the more we 
would be so it Is easier to preserve our: 
hearts in a state of fervour and penitence, 
than to bring them back or restrain them, 
when they have once got a bias towards. 
pleasure and diversion. Let us' then be 
watchful over ourselves; let us avoid drink. 
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_ ang a water that will increase our thirst. 
Let us diligently guard our hearts, lest the” 
world should seduce them with its vain eon- 


‘solations, and leave them in the end none 
but the sorrow of being deceived. 


* ——>S——EEEE 


Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be com~ 
Sorted. Matt. v. 3. 


WHAT a new , kind of tears are those 
which make such as shed them happy ?* 
Their happiness consists in mourning at the 
corruption of the world that surrounds us, 
the snares that encompass us, and the inex- 
haustible fund of evil in the bottom of our 
hearts. It is a great gift from God, to fear - 
the loss of his love, and to dread, lest we 
should stray out of the strait and narrow 
path. 

This is asubject of tears. It is difficult to 
rejoice while we are in danger of losing all 
that is most precious to us, of losing our 
very selves. When we also behold nothing 
’ but vanity, error, scandal to religion, for- 
getfulness and contempt of that God we love, 
it is impossible not to be afflicted. Let us 
then weep at the sight of so many mourn- 
ful subjects. God will not be displeased at 
our sorrow; it is he who inspires us with 
it; it is his love that fills our eyes with 
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tears, and he himself will come” nines wipe © 
them away. +e 
O blessed tears, the work of grace, whieh 
make us disrelish all transitory things, and 
cause the desire of eternal, blessings to grow 
up in us! 


[————___—_—_ -———_—_.___] 


How great is the loving-kindness of the Lord our 
God, and his compassion unto such as turn unto 
him in holiness! Eccles. xvii. 29. 

IN the presence of God, meditate on 
the effects of this infinite mercy ; on those 
instances of it which thou hast already expe- 
rienced; on the lights received from Jesus 

Christ ; on the good. thoughts he has inspi- 

red thee with; on the sins he has. forgiven 

thee ;. the snares of the world from which he 
has preserved thee ; and the extraordinary 
succours he has afforded thee. Strive to af- 
fect thy heart, by reflecting on all these pre- _ 
cious tokens ofhis goodness. Add. to thera 
the remembrance of such crosses. as- he has 
laden thee with, in. order to. sanctify. thee ; 
for they arealso riches, which, he has-drawna 
from the depth of his treasures, and. ought 
to be regarded, as: signal testimonies of his 
love. : 

Let the remembrance’ of the past inspire 
thee with.confidence as-to the future ; be not 
difident of God, but only of thyself; he is, 
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as the apostle says, the Father of mercies, 
ond ene of all comfort. 


a 
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r ’ 2% - % . 
ais ; Seeger 


On the Easiness of the Yoke of Chiise: 


Christ: saith, My yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. Matt. xi. 30. . 


LET not the name of yoke terrify us. 
Jesus. Christ will cause us to love this yoke ; 
he sweetens it: by the inward charms of truth 
and righteousness ; ; he sheds his chaste de- 
lights over virtue, and causes us to loathe 
false pleasures; he bears man up against 
himself, draws him out of his corruption, 
and renders him strong in spite of his weak. 
ness. O man oflittle faith, what dost thou 
fear? let God act for thee; give up thyself 
to him. Thou wilt suffer, it is true; but 
it will be peaceably, .and with love. Thou 
must fight, but shalt gain the victory ; and 
God himself h aving fought on thy side, tie 
. crown thee with his own hand. Thou shal 
weep, ‘but thy téars will be sweet, ‘and God 
shall come with tenderness to wipe them a- 
way. [hou w ilt no longer be suffered to 
yield thyself to thy tyrannic passions; but by 
sacrificing thy liberty, shalt gain a freedom 
unknown to the world, and 1 more precious 
than all the power that kings possess. 
L, 
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What a blindness is it to fear the being 
too far engaged with God! The more we 
love him, the more we shall love the work 
he assigns us. It is this love that comforts 
usin all our troubles, that softens our crosses, 
that shows us a gracious mercy in the midst 
of all the ills we suffer, and discovers to 
us, even in death itself, everlasting glory 
and happiness. How can we dread the be- 
ing too much engaged to him ? Is it an un- 
happiness to be delivered from the heavy 
yoke of the world, and to bear the light 
burden of Jesus Christ? Shall we fear be- 
“ing: too much freed from ourselves, from 
our pride, the violence of our passions, and 
the tyranny of a deceitful world? 


On the right Employment of our Time. - 


While we have opportunity, let us do good. The 
night cometh when no man can work. 
Gal. vi. 10. John ix. 4. 


TIME is precious, but its value is un- 
~known tous. We-shall -attain this know- 
ledge when we can no lon ger profit by it : our 
friends require it of us, as if it was nothing ; 

and we give it to them in the same manner. 
It is often a burden to us; we know not 
what to do with it. The day will come, 

when a quarter of an hour will appear of more 
value, and more desirable, than all the ri- 
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ches of the universe. God, who is liberal 
and generous in all his other gifts, teaches 
us, by the wise economy of his Providence, 
how circumspect we ought to be in the right - 
‘Management of our time, for he never gives 
us two moments together; he gives us only 
the second, as he takes away the first, and 
keeps the third in his hands, leaving us in 
an absolute uncertainty whether it shall ever 
be ours ornot. ‘Time is given us, that we 
may take care of eternity, and eternity will 
not be too long to regret the loss of our 
time, if we have mispent it. 

Our whole life, as well as our whole heart, 
is God’s, nor are they both too much for him. 
He has given them to us only that we may. 
love and serve him. Let us not rob him of 
either. It*is true we cannot every moment 
perform great actions ; but we may do such 
as are agreeable to our state. When we 
are not called to any outward employment, 
to be silent, to suffer, or to pray, is to offer 
much to God. A disappointment, a con- 
tradiction, a complaint, a vexation, or un- 
just accusation received and suffered in the 
sight of God, is as valuable as time spent in 
prayer. We do not throw away our time, 
when in the loss of it, we practise meekness 
and patience; but we must remember, that 
this loss must not be procured by our own 
neglect, 

Let us not waste our days in amusements, 
unprofitable correspondences, effusions of 
the heart, which flatter self-love, nor in con- 
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versations which dissipate our spirits, and 
tend to no good purpose ; and thus we shall 
find time enough for God; and no time is 
well employed but what is employed for 
him. 


mn 


= 
On the Presence of God. 
Walk before me, and be thou perfect. Gen. xvii. 1. 


THUS didst thou say, Lord, to faith- 
ful Abraham ; and whosoever wailketh ia thy 
presence, is in the road to perfection. We 
do not stray from that holy way, but by lo- 


_ sing sight of thee. Alas, where shall I go, 


when I see thee not, thou who art my light, 
and the only end to which my steps should 
be directed ? To look up to thee in all my © 
ways, is the sure means never to go astray. 
Blessed is that faith which shines in the midst 
of the darkness that surrounds us. O God, 
it is thee alone [ seek and consider in all those 
outward objects which my eyes seem to re- 
gard; the order of thy Providence is what 
attracts my attention. 

Thus I endeavour, O thou sole object of 
my heart, to re-unite my whole attention in 
thee, even when, according to thy Divine 
will, Iam obliged to divide my cares. > Ah! 
what can I see in men, ifthou ceasest to be 


my director, or if I cease to see thee in | 
them? 
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Iwill lift up mine eyes to the hills from whence com~ 
eth my help. Psalm cxxi. 1. 


IT would be in vain for me to have my 
eyes fixed solely on my feet, to deliver me 
_ from the innumerable snares that surround 

me. The danger is from below, but deli- 
verance can come only from above. Thither 
my eyes are lifted up to behold thee, in 
_ every thing here ; both inward and outward, 
there is a snare ta me. It is towards thee, 
therefore, O Lord, my eyes and heart are 
lifted up. I would see only thee; I would 
hope only in thee. 


lL. 2. 


EXTRACTS* . 


FROM THE _ 


yr, Yrs 


ARCHBISHOP. OF CAMBRAY's 
LETTERS. 


LETTER L . 
That the Love of God ought to be our Prin- 


ciple, our End, and owr Rule, in all 
Things. . 


THE true manner of loving our neigh- 

bours, is to love them in and for God. This 
love requires from us nothing but innocent 
and regular manners. Nothing need be re- 
trenched but what is evil, and ought to be. 
retrenched, if we had no other principle but 
right reason to direct us. 

The love of God does not require from — 
every Christian the austerities of the ancient - 
hermits, nor that we should imitate their 
solitary lives. It does not usually require a 
renunciation of all good, lawfully acquired, 
or that we should part with all the advantages 

of our condition in life. It only requires 
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that we should be just, sober, and moderate 
in a suitable use of all these things. It on: 
ly requires that, we should, not make them 
our God,..and, our- happiness ; this love 
does not, increase. our crosses, it finds them 
already thickly sown in every human state. 
Our crosses proceed from the infirmity of 
our bodies, and the passions of our souls: 
they proceed from our own imperfections, 
and the imperfections of those with whom we 
are obliged to live. It is not the love of God 
that causes our: sufferings ; ; on the contrary, 
it is that which softens them, by the conso- 
lation with which it seasons them. |. It even 
lessens our griefs, in proportion as it mode- 
rates the heat of our passions and our sensi-. 
bility, which are the source of our real evils. 
If the love of God. was perfect.m us, so,as 
to. detach us from: all,that, we, are.afraid to 
lose, it would put a period to all our sorrows, 
and render us happy in. the enjoyment of a 
most blessed peace. 

_ This love does not disturb or unsettle a- 
ny thing in the order that God has establish- 
ed.. It leaves. the.great in their. greatness, 
and makes them little under the hand of him 
who made them great. It leaves the little in 
their lowness; and makes them content to be 
nothing but as he pleases. This content in 
the lowest station, has nothing mean in. it, 
but is true greatness. 

This love regulates and animates all those 
affections which we. owe to God’s.creatures, 
We never love, our neighbour so much, ag 
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when we love him for God, and with his love. 
When wé love men without God, we love 
them only for ourselves ; we seek in them. 
our own interest, either.in a gross, or more 
delicate and disguised manner. To love a- 
nother for ourselves, is to love him very 
imperfectly ; it is rather self-love than true 
friendship. 


a ’ =, 
LETTER I: 


To the Duke of Burgundy, Father of 
Bbopis  X Voai2 
Di er Stiewre 1708,., 

I THANK God, from the bottom of 

my heart, that I see with what simplicity and 
kindness you condescend to lay open to’ me 
all that passes in your breast.. ‘The greater 
the designs of God are) towards you, the 
more jealous he is of your natural talents. 
It is his will that you should feel trouble, 
dejection, and oppression of heart, which 
- overwhelms you, and weaknesses that ren- 
der you dissatisfied with yourself; it would 
displease God if you should rejoice in your 
own strength, and reflect with complacency 
on your superiority over other men. Behave 
not as a great prince, but like a little shep- 
herd who went with five stones against the 
giant Goliah. If you are not prejudiced, 
either for or against any one, and listen 
coolly to those you ought to listen to, or 
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ebiiuré with, and if, without any respect 
to your own natural inclinations or preju- 
dices, you follow what God present and hum- 
bly invoked, shall inspire you with, you will 
find yourself free, relieved, simple, and well 
resolved : and you will commit no mistakes, 
but so far as you fail to act with a continual 
dependance on the spirit of grace. 

I bless God for ‘it, that you are not in- 
sensible of your defects, and that he has 
taught you to your cost, and by such hard 
lessons, to mistrust and despair of yourself. 
But seek in God all the resources which you 
find wanting in yourself. I can do all things, 
says St. Paul, through him who strength- 
encth mé. Phil. iv..13. Live by faith, and 
not by your own wisdom, or your own cour- 
age. Do not be frightened at what you want: 
strivetogain it patiently by littleand little, and 
in the contest depend only onGod. He shows 
you how much wars are to be dreaded, how 
useless the mightiest armies are, and how ea- 
sily ‘the greatest’nations are shaken. He 
shows you how severely the greatest princes 
are censured by the public, while flatterers — 
cease not’ to offer incense at their shrines. 
When we are appointed to rule over men, 
we must love them for the love of God, and 
sacrifice ourselves for their happiness, though 
wé know they speak evil of us; even while 
we rule them with kindness and moderation. 

As to your piety, if you would do. honour 
& it, you cannot be too attentive to render 
it swect, simple, and easy. Proceed dis. 


~ 
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_recily to the extirpation of your principal. 
defects, through your love of God, and a 
renunciation of self-love. 


LETTER HUI. 


2 


To the same. 


I SHOULD be inconsolable on account 
of the misfortunes you experience, but in 
expectation of the fruit God will enable you 
to draw from these trials. God often be- 
stows temporal prosperities on the wicked, 
to show how lightly he esteems what the 
world is so dazzled with; but for crosses he 
*reserves them for his own, who he would 
humble under his Almighty hand, and make 
them the objects of his delight.... Every man 
wants much, be he otherwise ever so great, 
who has never known adversity...Great prin- 
ces, above all other-men, require lessons of 
adversity ;. it is generally what they most — 
stand in need of. They have oecasion for 
opposition, to teach them moderation. 

Without opposition, princes might forget ’ 
that they are human. ‘They should be sen- 
sible, that every thing is subject to vicissi-. 
tude; that even their greatness is fickle; 
and that all men, who are now so, officious 
in their services, would forsake them if they 
should lose that greatness. 
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An Extract from the Priuce’s Answers 
to Letters. 


I SHALL endeavour to follow the ad- 
vice you: give me ; and I beg you will pray 
to God to give me his grace so to do; also 
that he may grant me to love him above all 
things, and that I may love myself, my 
- friends and enemies, in him, and _ for 
him. I hear many things that are said of 
‘me, and shall hear more. I condemn my- 
self for things in which I am faulty, and the 
rest I despise, sincerely pardoning those 
that would do me wrong, and praying for 
them. Jam determined to give myself up 
to God. Pray to him that he would finish 
in me what he has begun, and destroy in | 
me what comes from sin and self. 


}_____,_ —__|-___—__-___1 
LETTER IV. 


-On the Happiness of those who leave allin 
consequence of their being converted to 
God. 

¥ ad 


WHAT I have been told of the situa- 
tion of your heart so affects me, that I must 
lay aside all ceremony with you. Iam un- 
der a necessity of telling you, that we must 
yield to God, when he invites us to let him 
reign in our hearts. —Did we deliberate so 
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much, when the world invited us to yield 
ourselves to be seduced by amusements and 
our passions? Did we then so. hesitate ? 
Have we as much resisted the evil, as we 
have the good ? didwe ever seriously reflect 
when we -strayed from the path. of virtue, 
when we corrupted ourselves, when we acted 
contrary to the inward dictates of our hearts 
and reason, in quest of.yanity, or sensual 
pleasure ? “er . 2 yadas 

Do we consider, that it is an all-powerful 
handthat has made us? Dowe makeit our bu- 
siness to acknowledge that we oweallto him 
from whom we hold all, and that he has made 
us for himself alone? Instead of this, we 
are apt to waver, we deliberate, we raise 
doubts with regard to the clearest matters; 
we fear being too credulous ; we are-appre- — 
hensive of giving too much to him for whom 
all is not more than sufficient; we dare 
not let the world see that-we are desirous of 
serving God; in a word, we are as timor- 
ous, irresolute, and uneasy with regard to 
virtue, as we have been presumptuous and 
inconsiderate in our irregular courses. — 

I desire but one thing of you; which is, to 


_ follow simply the bias that is in the. bottom 
~ of your heart towards that “which is good, 


as you have formerly followed the dictates of 
your passions towards that which is evil. 
As often as you examine: the fundamentals 
of religion, you will readily acknowledge 
that there can be nothing solid objected: to 
them, and that they who oppose them, only 
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do so that they may not.subject themselves 

to the restraints of virtue : thus they refuse 

to follow God, only to please themselves. I 

would ask, What do we risk by serving 
God ? We shall have nearly the same duties 

to perform, and the same pains patiently to 
suffer ; but then we shall add to them the 
consolation of loving what is supremely 

amiable ; of labouring and suffering to please 

our true and perfect friend, who keeps. 
account of our smallest performances, and 
rewards them an hundred-fold in this life, by 

that peace which he sheds in our hearts. 

Lastly, we shall add to them the blessed hope 

of everlasting life. 

Ask your virtuous friends, of whose sin- 
cerity you have no doubt; ask them what it 
has cost them to serve God, whether they 
repent their being engaged in his service ? 
They were once in the world like yourself ; 
ask them whether they regret their having 
forsaken it, or if the intoxication of Babylon. 
is sweeter than the peace of Sion ? They will 
say, whatever crosses we suffer in the Chris- 
tian life, we never lose that peace of mind, 
in which we are content with all we suffer, 
and never desire those joys we are depriv~. 
ed of. , 
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From. LETTER V. 


Containing divers admonitions and precau- 
tions toa person, who, whilst living in 
the world, is desirous of being converted 
unto God. il 


THE principal point is, that in good: 
earnest you devote yourself to God, whichis: 
to be effected by a due distrust of yourself, 
suitable to the many experiences you have: ~ 
had of your own weakness ; and to renounce, 
without delay, all such company as endan- 
gers your relapse....If you are desirous of 
loving God, why will you pass your life © 
with those who love him not, and make a 
jest of his love ? Why are you not pleased. 
with the company of those that love God, a 
connexion with whom would be a means 
of strengthening and establishing your love ?: 
...:L do not desire you to break precipitately 
and absolutely with all your friends, and those 
persons whom a proper. regard to decency 
obliges you to have some intercourse with ; 
still less do I desire that you should abandon 
what are called duties. But I speak of such’ 
continued connexions as have a natural ten- 
dency to enervate the mind, and which insen- 
sibly draw us away in opposition to our best 
resolutions. I speak of avoiding frequent 
conversations with vain persons, whose am- 
bition is to please, and all other company 
that awakens your taste for pleasure, and oc- 
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casions a dissipation that is exceedingly dan- 
_ gerous. All this would be very hurtful to men 
the most confirmed in virtue, and conse- 
quently is still more pernicious to one who 
has only taken the first step towards it. . 
‘The holy scripture says, He that loveth 
danger, shall perish therein. It is neces- 
sary, however dear it may cost us, to leave 
all such things as border upon vice. We are 
obliged, according to the command of Jesus 
Christ, to eut off our hand, and pluck out 
our eye, iwthey offend us; Matth. v. 29, 
30. that is to say, if they become snares to 
“us, and endanger our fall. | . 

One principal thing you have to do, is, to 
“withdraw from all those amusements, that 
»are still more dangerous for you, than for 

others ; and to confine yourself to the socie- 
ty of a few select persons, who think as you 
would wish to do ail your life. 


. = ce Se 


LETTER Vi. 


- Admonitions toa person wavering with re- 
_ gard to his Conversion to God. 


SUFFER meto show you how blama- 
ble you would be, in the sight of God, should 
you resist the knowledge of the ‘Truth, and 
those lively sentiments with which God has 
inspired you. This would be to resist the 

Holy Spirit itself. The journey you have 
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been at the pains to take, would condemn 
you. You cannot doubt of the baseness of 
the world, its incapacity to make you happy, 
or of the illusion that there is in all its flat- — 
tering promises. You feel the reality of the 
existence of God, by the wisdom which 
shines forth in all his works, and the virtues 
with which he inspires those men who are 
filled with his love. What can you object 
against things that are so convincing, except 
your love of liberty, or unaptness to be 
taught ? You are afraid to bear the yoke ; and 
this is the true leaven ofa certain incredulity 
which produces your objections. You would 
persuade yourself, that your belief is not yet 
strong enough, and that in this state of doubt 
you cannot take any step towards religion 
without rashness, and being in danger of an 
immediate relapse : but in these doubts you 
impose upon yourself, in order to dispense 
with the destruction of self, and the sacrifice 
ofa liberty of which self-love is jealous. You 
can object nothing to the truthis of religion, 
but the fear of being too much restrained, 
and leading a melancholy uncomfortable life ; 
nothing but the fear of being carried further 
than you desire in the road to perfection. It 
is by setting a high value on religion ; feeling 
its Just authority ; and seeing the sacrifice it 
inspires, that you are afraid of it, and dare 
not give yourself up to it. . 
But permit me to tell you, that you do not 
yet know how sweet and amiable itis. You 
see what it takes away, but you see not what, 
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itgives. God will conduct you with discre- 


tion : ifhe restrains your corrupt passions. 
he will by the virtue of his love give you suct 
a taste for truth ahd virtue, as will be supe- 
rior to all Hee inclinations. 
Be just to yourself, and you. will soon be 
just with regard to God. Humble yourself, 
be diffidetit of yourself, be little in your ow 
eyes, be serisible of the darkness of your ti- 
derstanditie, ahd the frailty of your heart. In- 
Stead of préténding to judge of God, suffer 
yourself to be jtidged by him, and’ acknow- 
ledge that you Stand th need of his assistance, 
in order fo your reformation. Nothing is 
great but this inward littleness of the soul, 
othing is reasonable but this just disavowal 
of Our ownerting reason. 
O how éhlightenéd is the humble soul! 
What truths it Sees, when it is thoroughly 
convinced of its own darkness, aiid is left 
without any further resource for its presump- 
wo.) 2 Se la lage 


die} 
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‘The Danger of -a person engazed in the 
ag ate gk gare 


 THEARTILY pity M——-s, as I per- 
ceive hig present conflict is yery great. He 
has begun t6 turn to God, but his virtue is 
oF ? ‘> M 2 AZ A vse 7 azetee 
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yet weak. He is under a necessity of wrest- 
ling with all his natural propensities, his in- - 
clinations, those habits to which he is most 
attached, and likewise his strongest passions. 
He is accustomed to continual dissipation, 
and has not less to resist from without than 
within. He is surrounded with temptations, 
and bad examples: every thing hesees, leads 
him to evil : he is at a distance from all good 
examples, or good advice. An infant pie- 
ty, so circumstanced, is, I grant, exposed to 


an uncommon trial. Yet I cannot think it 


agreeable to the design of God, that he should 
suddenly abandon his employment without ~ 
paying any regard to form or decency. If 
he is faithful to attend to those duties which ~ 
are likely to help him, to watch over his own _ 
conduct, to be diffident of himself, and avoid 
dissipation, I hope God will take care of 
him, and not suffer him to be tempted above 
what he is able. That conduct which God 
inspires, and whieh is the result of his leve, 
is generally directed by a gentle and imper- 
ceptible Providence ; which so leads to the 
things required, that they appear to come of 
themselves. There must be nothing forced 
or irregular. It is better to wait a little, to 
open the door with the key, than, through 
impatience, to break the lock.—If this re- 
treat proceeds from God, his hand will open 
the way for it: he must rely only upon God, 
and fear nothing so much as his own frailty. 
T wish then that he may be very wary with. 
regard to the temptations incident to his em- 
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ployment, but not to throw it up in a pre- 
- cipitate manner. Let him fear, lest he de- 
ceive himself : perhaps he thinks less of se- 
curing his salvation, than of leading a more 
easy, sweet, and agreeable life ; and flies less 
from sin than from the disgusts, the troubles, 
the fatigues, and restraints of his present 
situation. - This is a natural deception ; and 
it is very common for self-love to persuade 
us, that we act from a conscientious princi- 
ple, when it is that which in fact has the 
greatest ascendency in our determination. 
_ O how does God compassionate and con- 
sole the contrite heart, which has resource 
to him with confidence! He has compassion 
on all ; he is inexhaustible in goodness, pa- 
tience, and love. I pray that he may direct 
our friend. y Hiteh 


LET TER#;VUL 


How to distinguish the Impulses of Grace 
from those of Nature. | 


I HAVE considered your difficulty with 
-regard to distinguishing between the impul- 
ses of grace, and those of disguised nature. 
The best evidence that we are actuated by 
grace, is, first, when the outward action is 
pure, and conformable to the perfection of 
evangelical counsels ;, secondly, when we 
act with simplicity, and, calmness, without 
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atiy eager desiré with regard to the action, 
but are Content to abstain from it, if it ap- 
pears that we ought todo so: thirdly, that 
after havitig done it, we seek not by unea- 
sy reflections to justify the action, but readi- 
ly submit to have it found fault with ; and in 
the end do not appropriate to ourselves the 
action, but leave it to the judgment of Ged = 
fourthly, when, after the action, the soul re- 
mains in its simplicity, peace, rectitude, 
lowlinéss, and disapprobation. “Se 

There is one thing which appears to me 
worth observing, which is, that it is often 
more easy to perceive what is the result of 
nature than of grace: Let us peaceably drop. 
natural impulses, as well those of idleness as 
those of impetuosity ; those that are the con- 
sequence of a refined understanding, as those 
that are excited by the gross desires of the 
fiesh ; and in this peace let us act, without 
exceeding the bounds of Christian precepts. 
and counsels, as our hearts dictate to us in 
the presence of God,. in order to our dying 
to ourselves, and pleasing our well-beloved. 

But we must be careful lest we fall into 
scruples, and dangerous trouble, by desi- 
- ¥mg soto order all things, that we may as- 
sure ourselves we perform them through 
grace ; for this would be to quench grace, 
by requiring an assurance that we follow it; 
‘under a pretence of security, it would be en- 
tering into all the views of self-love, which 
we pretend to shun : it would be passing our 
life in reasoning on the operations of grace, 
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without daring to trust ourselves to them; 
it would - be ‘following. nature to discover 
grace, and to constrain the state of faith.. 
And now, to speak more immediately and 
directly to your own case, remember that 
the bias of your nature, and the s snare of illu- 
sion, which you are to fear, is not gross de- 
‘baucheries, but the excesses of reason, and 
the intemperance of a wisdom diving too 
deep. Reason but little, anddo much; in- 
stead of which you are tempted to reason 
much, and by that means to do little. Even 
wisdom ought to be sober, and’ temperate. 
This sobriety, andthe simplicity ofthe un- 
derstanding, are the same thing. Reasoning. 
produces nothing but irresolution, and is a 
hinderance to the work of God. Walk in 
the light, while it shines forth, instead of eX- 
amining into the source and cause of it.. 
The exercise of true love dispels all Sistebes, 
and loaths speculative reasoning. 


LETTER IX. 
A Letter of Consolation. 


IT is but a soar consolation to tell you 
that I have a deep sense of your calamity. 
It is, nevertheless, all that human weakness 
can do ; and todo any thing more, we must 
have recourse to God. It isto him then, that 
I address myself; to that comforter of the 
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afflicted, and: protector of the weak. I beg 
- of him not.to, deliver you from your. trouble, | 
but pet he may make it profitable to you, 
fet € would, give yi rou. _strength t to bear it. 

The sovereign remed y agair st the great evils 
of. our nature, is, si 1arp afflictions; it is in 
the midst of sorrows, that we accomplish the 
great. mystery of Christianity, that i is to say, 
the inward crucifixion of poe old man. It is 


quaint ve ansisly . which j is to” teach 


wounded i in n the most, ‘tender part, troubled i in 
its sweetest, most just, and innocent attach. 
tents, perceives it can no longer keep pos- 
session of itself,.and is drawn from itself, 
that. it, may advance towards God. 

This is the great remedy against the evils sin 
has oppressed us.with ;. the remedy is severe, 
but the evilalso isvery deep. Godstrikes two 
persons nearly united, which proves an un- 
speakable good to each : he takes one to hea- 
ven, and renders this afflictive stroke saluta- 
ry to the other, who remains on earth. This 
is what God has done for you. _ May he, by - 
his holy Spirit, awaken your faith, so that 
you may be pénetrated with these truths ! 
This shall be my prayer ; and as I have great 
confidence in the prayers of people in afflic- 
tion, I beg you will pray for me in the midst 
‘of your sorrows, Your charity will tell you 
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what I want, and_ca € Fou sk it for me 
with drccaticat yi Re 
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LETTER >. 


jehs! oy 


- 
if 


Hearts, eiiden! in Cod, are rogers boxe 
_ ever separated by space. ? ) 50d . 


AT the bottom of my Seat 7 am: ve 
ways united to you and your dear: family: 
Though we cannot see each other, yet are 
we very near ; whereas people who meet of- 
ten in the same room, are in reality very dis- 
tant the one from the other. God unites all, 
and with regard to hearts united in him, anni. 
hilates the greatest distances. 

Iam not insensible of the loss I sustain in 
being deprived of the sight of you, but I 
must bear it patiently as long as God pleas- 
es, and even.till death, ifit be his will. Let 
your necessary duties. engage your attention. 
As for the rest, be retired and recollected, 
careful to regulate well your affairs. May 
our Lord bless your household, and mney It 
ever be his own. 
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LETTER XI. - 


The Danger of an active and dissipated 
_ Spirit. 


I AM pleased with the excellent letter 
you have wrote to me: I see in it your 
heart! I hope Ged will: preserve you from 
the contagion of the age. The chief thing 
for you to guard against is, an easy temper, 
and natural activity. You have a greater 
tendency to dissipation than most people, 
and when dissipated you: become weak. As 
you can only have your strength from God, 
you must not wonder that you are left des-° 
titute of his help, when you leave him. It is 
enough that he supports us when we'do not 
fly from him; but when we estrange our- 
selves from him, and fear not to fall, we 
cannot hope for his assistance, which is met 
with in recollection and prayer. You have 
an openness of manner which pleases and 
Prepossesses the world in your favour: 
there is nothing so dangerous as the power 
of pleasing : self-love is charmed with it, and 
this poisons the heart. At first people a- 
muse and flatter themselves; then they are 
dissipated ; and find all their good resoluti_. 
ons diminish ; then they become intoxica- 
ted with themselves and the world; that is 
to ‘say, with pleasure and vanity : afterwards 
finding themselves at a distance from God, 
they have no longer courage to return, and 
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dare not think of making the pceary. sa- 
crifices. a 

You have, no remedy | butte gaarda ainst ’ 
dissipation! ‘T Antreat “you ‘to ‘devote? one: 
quarter: of an hour every fMorningy andthe: 
same towards’ evening, to” Feadingand'me= 
ditatio n° with freedom, ‘simplicity,’ andi af.’ 
febtion? “From time to time endeavour=to’ 
renew the presence of God in your . soul; : 
and j your intention to act for him } ‘be hum. 
biéd at, the sense of your ‘faults ; Strive to! 
cotrect them ; without flattering be' patient: 
with yourself, as you would ‘be with ano-. 
ther. a shall, nia ah ia eae ay oe 
you . id 
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thé Practice of what we: already. know,» 
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“J AM! very well eatishiéd with your sie 

. positions, ‘and you do well to! acquaint me, 
with so much: simplicity, ‘of what passes! 
within you. There is nothing tocbe. won-) 
dered ‘at, in your having a kind of ambition. 
to advance yourself in spirituality, and to be 
in the confidence of eminent people who are. 
servants of God. Self-love payseally seeks 
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such kind of distinctions to flatter it. But 
remember, you must not be pleased with a 
sort of ambition that makes a shining pro- 
gress in virtue, OF desires the confidence of 
distinguished persons : no, you must die to 
the flattering appetites of self-love ; you must 
humble yourself, love obscurity and con- 
tempt, and aim at God alone. 

It is not by hearing or reading a book on 
perfection, that we become perfect. The 
great point is, not to hear ourselves, but to 
listen to God in silence, to renounce all va- 
nity, and to apply ourselves to real virtues. 
Speak little, and do much, without desiring 
to be noticed. God will teach you more than 
all the most experienced people, or all the 
most spiritual books. Ah! why do you de- 
sire so much knowledge ? What do you want 
to learn, if it be not to be poor in spirit, and 
to find all your knowledge in Christ crucifi- 
ed? Knowledge puffeth up, but charity 
alone edifieth. Alas, issomuch knowledge . 
necessary to know how to love God, and to 
renounce ourselves for the love of him ? You 
know a great deal more than you practise ; 
you have much less occasion for new lights, 
than to follow those you have already receiv- 
ed. O how we deceive ourselves when we 
think we advance by reasoning with inquisi- 
tiveness ! Be humble, and never expect from 
men the gifts of God. t 
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LETTER XIII. 


To avoid looking into Futurity, and to live 
i ess and Resignation to the will of 
ODS Hii” - ot i 


REGARD not distant events: this 
uneasiness about the future is in opposition 
to the grace received. When God assists 
you, regard him alone in the assistance he 
gives you, and receive it each day, as the 
Israelites did the manna, without providing 
for the next. Two thingsare necessary to the 

life of pure faith. ‘The first is, that we be- 
hold God alone, under all the imperfect co- 
yeringss that conceal him ; the second is, con- 
stantly to have our souls kept in a state of 
dependance. . 
This perpetual dependance, thisobscurity, 
and this peace ofthe soul in the uncertainty 
of what may happen to it, isa true martyr- 
dom without ostentation. The death is so 
slow and inward, that it is almost as often 
hid from the soul that suffers it, as from those 
who are ignorant of its state. When God 
takes from you his gifts, he knows how to 
‘supply their place, either by other instru- 
ments, or by himself. Even stones in his 
hand can become children of Abraham. Eat 
then in peace your daily bread. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. ‘To-mor- 
row will provide for the things of itself. He 
who feeds trs'to-day, the same will feed us to- 
morrow. 
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LETTER | XIV. 
“THE! Sear “oft the: ae between 


‘the ascension of the Son of God, and the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, was a ‘state of 
prayer and retirement ; in. whieh they, waited 
for power, from on had. Th r€ p preparatio ‘on for 
your receiving the Holy S Pits is not to lis- 
_ ten to your own spirit... (. Lhe on tebe 
I fear for you, is the want o 3H quiet; give up 
all doubts and scruples, le t them. t uzz in 
your imagination like. bees i ina hive ; ‘ifyou 
stir them up, you will Peas them, and 
they will do you much harm ; Sfp fe pee 
meddle with “them, . you will clipes neir 
noise, and be afraid of ‘them. rte 
Accustom yourself to peace. of isa in 
oppositian: to yous Sl aaa 
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LETTER XV. 


We are not to be distorted at ‘the pea. 
rities of Men, but submit every Thing 
to God, in the Accomplishments. of our 
Duties. Ses ere 


A WARM uciccae a vivacity. ae 
sentiments, or a multiplicity of words, do 
scarcely any thing ; the effectual method is 
to act before God ina thorough, disengage- 
ment, doing all we can by his light, and be. 
ing content with the success he is pleased 
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to give. One word spoken simply in this 
peace, operates more than all our ardent and 

r cautions. As it is the Spirit of God 
that then speaks, it loses nothing of its 
strength and authority ; it enlightens, per- 
suades, affects, and edifies. Little is spoken, 
yet every thing is done. On the contrary, 
when we are led by the vivacity of our nature, 
we make many subtle and superfluous re- 
flections, we are afraid we never speak or do 
enough, we exhaust our spirits, are dissipa- 
ted, and yet nothing is done, 

Let the water flow ; let men be men, that 
is to say, weak, vain, inconstant, unjust, and 
assuming. Do not disturb yourself. Inure 
yourself to what is unreasonable and unjust. 
Rest in peace in the bosom of God, who sees 
better than you all these evils, and who per- 
mits them. Be contented to do with coolness 
the little that depends upon you; let every 
thing else be, with regard to you, as if it was 
not. Jam well pleased to find, that you 
have leisure hours. Be neither covetous nor 


prodigal of them. 


LETTER AVI. 
ISYMPATHIZE in all your trou- 


bles ; but there is a necessity for our bearing 
the cross with Jesus Christ in this short Ife. 
In alittle time there will be an end of our suf- 
, N«gZ 
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fering, when, we. shall reign with God the 
Comforter, who will wipe away our tears, — 
and before whom our sorrows and sighin: 


* 


: Fe | Seite gi Dade i ES 
shall fiee away for ever... While we remain 
c eS ax} pa oA ' re, ees Es bale - ee} ery 
in this momentary state, who c trials are so 


light, let us, sufler humbly and in‘ peace, 
Self-love magnifies them in our imagination. © 


A cross, borne in simplicity, without these 


returns of self-love, is made light to us. 
When we suffer in this simplicity of love, 
we are notwithstanding happy, for love is — 
pleased to suffer for the sake of its well-be- 
loved : and. the cross that makes us conform- 
able to him, carries its consolation withit. — 

‘Bear the heavy burden of the aged, who 
is no longer able to bear it herself. Reason 
grows weak at that age ; even virtue, unless — 
‘it be well grounded, seems to slacken : hu- 
mour and fretfulness have then the strength - 
which the understanding loses. . 


- 
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LETTER XVII. 

I AM not sorry that age and infirmities 
make you now regard death, as near at hand, 
much more seriously than you formerly did 
when at a distance. A distant and confused 
view which we sometimes have, and is fre- 
quently diverted, is but like a dream: but 
the same view, when seen in solitude and the 
weakness of age, brings near us and realizes 
the object. 
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We should desire our dissolution (when 
it pleases the Almighty’ so to order). No_ 
doubt there is a joy in dying; but this'joy 

ig FORT Poe eye Sine ae Sy oy Litas 
does “not depend on us ; many great saints 
have been deprived of it: let us be content 
with wanting that which is not given us to 
taste.’ Let Nature refuse the bitter cup ;_ 
but let the inward man say with Jesus Christ, 
Nevertheless not as Iwill, but as thou wilt. 
We are not master of our sentiments, but 
we are of our consent, assisted by the grace 
oN PaaS Ait i ae ae 

We properly enough wait for death, 
when we endeavour to be detached from eve- 
ry thing; when we humble ourselves for 
our smallest faults, with a desire of corréct- 
ing them ; when we walk in the presence of 
God ; when we are tractable and patient in 
sickness ; when we give ourselves up to the 
sipirit of grace to act under its influence ; 
lastly, when we seek to die to self on all oc- 
casions, before the death of the body hap- 
pens. Make a good use of your faults ; as- 
sist your neighbour ; disregard the forgetful- 
ness of man; the faithful friend, the spouse 
of the heart, will never forget you. 


LETTER XVIII. 


IT appears to me that you want to be 
softened with regard to the defects of other 
people. I grant you cannnot avoid seeing 
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them when they are before’ ‘you, nor can you 
prevent reflecting on the principles that seem 
to govern some men. It is sufficient that you 
‘are willing tobearwithcertain defects; thaty ou 
pass no judgment on those that are doubt- 
ful, and that you do. not indulge _an uneasi- 
ness which would make you shun society. 
Perfection easily bears ihe imperfection of 

others. God leaves, in the best souls, cer- 
tain weaknesses entirely disproportioned 
to their high state, to show them by what 
remains, how much misery he has taken 
from them. 

I ask of you now more than ever not to 
spare my faults. When you think you see 
one, which perhaps I have not, it will not 
disturbmeif youradmonition wounds me, the 
sensibility will show me you have touched 
me to the quick ; 3 SO you will do me much 
good by exercising me in abjection, and ac- 
customing me to be found fault with. I have 
more need than others to be pulled down, 
as [ am more elevated by my. situation in 
life, and God requires from me a greater 
death to all things. I have occasion for this 
simplicity; and I hope it will cement our uni- 
on, instead of dissolving it. 


LETTER: RIX: 


TRUE resignation has no road of its 
own, or desire of pleasing itself; it goes: 


A 
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on strait, as.God nesses _.. The strait road 
is the renouncing ¢ irselves, ‘that God may 
be all, and we nothing. _ I hope that he who 
Fe - ~ a) 4 ¥ E 
ives fodder to the cattle, and feeds the young 
Favens, will take care of you.’ Happy'is he, 
Tike J htist, has not where to lay 
‘his head ! When we have delivered ourselves - 
‘up to the award poverty, ‘shall we be \afraid 
of the outward? Be faithful ‘to God, “and 
‘God will be so to his promises. Do honour 
to religion that is so despised,’ and it’ will 
eward you withusury. 
~ Be afraid of your vivacity, ‘your love of 
‘the world, and the secret ambition, which 
‘Slides into the heart without your perceiving 
it.’ Be not draw 1 aside by political cofiver- 
‘Sation, or jovial mirth) which will dissipate 
‘you, and indispose you for recollection’ and 
prayer. Contract your discourse ; be care- 
ful Ste ‘do every thing in order, 
‘and’ with regularity }\and ‘let good: works 
take place of fine discourses. ‘Confine your 
‘attention to the present moment; eat’ your 
daily bread’: ¢be morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself: sufficient’ to ‘the 
‘day is the evil thereof. Ttis tempting God 
to provide manna for several days. You can- 
not this day have to-morrow’s grace. 
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Be 3 sb eae 
THE: consideration of the greatness 
and goodness of God, may often be the sub- 
ject ofyour meditations. Ask of God such 
affections as will attach you to him. For it 
is not. through the understanding, or reason- 
ing, that he.draws souls tohim, but through 
the disposition of our heart, and the abase- 
ment of our understanding. - 
Detest an effeminate, indolent, trifling 
life. As to your actions, when they are 
good in themselves, repress all reflections 
_on the motives that incited you to perform 
them; otherwise you will never have done 
with yourself. You will be disturbed, dis- 
couraged, and by vain reasoning on your ac- 
tions, will lose the time for acting. Let not 
your piety be melancholy, austere, and fore- 
ed:....Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. If you once love him with 
-all your heart, you will be almost ‘always 
joyful, and your heart at liberty. But if you 
only turn to him, as the Jews did, through 
fear, you will not find him; but instead of 
him,, will find nothing but sorrow. Be 
friendly, obliging, and courteous ; this will 
cause you to be beloved. Let it be seen, 
that it is not through affectation, or dulness, 
but through true religion, that you renounce 
youthful vanities and lusts. Moreover, let 
it be seen that you are discrete, and to be 
depended on in all your dealings ; and be 
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I HAVE often thought of the ale 
you mentioned to me yesterday, and I more 
and more hope that God will support you. 
Though you do not find a great relish for the 
practice of piety, yet you must not fail to be 
as faithful in itas your health will permit. A 
sick man recovering, still loathes his food ; 
but for all his want ofappetite, he must eat, 
in order to nourish himself. 

It would be useful to you sometimes, to 
have a little Christian conversation with such 
persons as you might open yourself to ; but 
with regard to your choice of them, I leave 
you at liberty, according to your present 
liking. God draws you to himself by a sen- 
sible stroke, and I am glad of it, provided 
you remain firm in what is good; for a fi- 
delity, supported without taste, is much 
purer and more proof against all dangers, 
than the greatest relentings which are but 


too imaginary. 
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“LETTER XXIL pabtieee ks 2: 
ie ts kee eats Bele) bees vin MJtin ole Ms $i IRE bodia 
The ps ple of Indofence and’ Amusements 5. : 
“with. Rules fo r our. Conduct. in’ order: 10 
overcome bene red, 5 ine Rictak oi eee 
WHAT you have most to fear is indo- 
lence and amusement. “Even people, who 
are well resolved in the practice of virtue, 
and whose minds “are “filled with the horror 
of vice, these two defects are enough to 
throw into the most’ frightful disorders. 
Indolence is‘ a consumption “of the- soul, | 
which stupefies it; and Hale from ‘it all rel. 
ish for what is good. You should then have 
a vigorous faith, that will master. this indo-*: 
lence without ever hearkening to it. As soon” 
as we begin ‘to listen ‘to “it, all is ‘lost! “Tt 
doés as much mischief, ‘with respect’ to the 
world, as with respect to God. A man that 
is effeminate and dissipated, ‘cannot ‘but be 
amean man; and if he has great employ- 
ments, they only dishonour him.’ Fhe love 
of his ease always overcomes: him, in spite 
of his greatest interests. He knows “not 
how to improve his talents, or get a neces- 
sary knowledge in his profession, or confine 
himself to the toilsome duties of it; neither | 
can he so long submit to restraint, as to ac- 
commodate himself to the liking of other 
people, nor apply himself with Seg to- 
wards his own reformation. © (5 - 
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This is the sluggard, spoken of in thescrip- 
ture, who would:and: who would not; who 
would.do. what he ought while it is afar off, 
but whose arms want strength as soon as he 
beholds.this work at hand. Wr hat. ean: we do 
with such a man ? Heis good for nothing... 
Business wearies him ;. serious reading fa. 
tigues.him.He must pass his life on a bed 
of down... Does. he work? The moments 
seem hours to him... Does: he amuse. him. 
self? The hours.are. then, like moments, to 
him, , All his. timesis Jost ; he ;knows not 
what he i is- doing. i in it; he lets i Atypass away 
like. the waters,.under. the arch of a: -bridge, 
Ask. him, what. he has. done i in the Morning : 
he has. done nothing ; for he has! lived. with- 
out thinking whether he lived or not. He 
has. slept as long.as he could; has. been long 
dressing ; -talked.to, the first comer ; and. ta: 
ken. some turns in. his ‘chamber, Dinner 

on the table ; : the. after noon he.spends 
like the morning, and his whole life like this 
day. Once; more.; such. aman is good for r0- 
thing. Even pride. must render him insup- 
portable: to. shapeclte: ina state so unw corthy 
of a man. 

Such/a-man “will, not als io incapable | of 
doing. what is good,: but sill, by .degrejes, 
falb:into.the greatest evils: Pleasure will be- 
tray him... It.ismot for nothing that the fl esh 
desires.to be indulged ; after haying. app ear- 
edjindolent and. insensible,. at will, rota 
ly -hecome, drudue ane pantA You wil Lnot 
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perceive this fire till it is too late to extin- 
guish it. You mtist'also fear, lest'your sen- 
timents in religion, mixing with your soft-. 
hess, should engage you, by degrees,’ ima 
‘singular life, which will have some outward 
regularities, but nothing solid within. =~ 
“A serious indolence, where the ‘passions 
bear a lamentable sway, is productive of an 
obscure, slothful and corrupted life ; at which 
_ even the world, bad as it is, cannot avoid be- 
ing shocked. Thus; by little and little, you ~ 
will quit the world, for. an “indolent life} 
which willbe little less contrary to the mind 
of God, than ‘the most ‘depraved passions. 
But let us consider how to arm against this 
evil. “With regard to your business, you 
should regulate it, doing all ‘things by rule; 
and so settle your affairs as seldom'to break 
in upon the plan you lay down. “Neglect not 
your meditative reading in the morfing ; ‘let - 
that be the first thing you do, while people 
may imagine you are in bed. Towards even- 
ing read again, If you then find in yourself 
an inclination for a littlerecollection, by yield- 
ing to it, you willaccustom yourself to spend - 
the evening like the morning. ~~"? 
You should receive every one with civil- 
ity. Let there be no air of pride, ‘nor affec: 
tation, nor forwardness. Shew yourself to 
‘bea gentleman : salute and behave well to 
all the world, yet converse with but few. 
Bad company is* dishonourable ‘to ‘all; but 
especially to a young man} who has not as yet 
an established character. You must visit 
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but, fom, hie ede those, of bad. ofsRute 
them, as iste as others d Mpc but 
sca al the piso to 

any, one, _your manners.must _ likewise . be 
simple and ingenuous ;. your. countenance 
Open 5. and you must. observe a complacency 
in your. transient, intercourses.. Let_every 

ing be a proof of nobility, ; and of a heart 
that.is liberal, friendly, obliging, and affect. 
ed. by merit ; solicitous to oblige, sorry v when 
you. -cannot. Endeavour: to. season.a piece of 
service with what may, render it obliging, 
without making a merit of it. In such con- 
duct. pride seeks glory, and religion must 
thus seck true, decency, , from motives's ‘whol: 
ly divine. Nothing is so noble, so great, Ee) 
heroic, as the heart of a true Chraomae . but 
in it there must be. nothing false, nothing af- 
fected, nothing, but what is simple, modest, 
and punctual i in all things. . 

As to real friends, you must: phe them 
-with much caution ; and consequently. limit 
yourself to a very small number : no intimate 
friend, that doesnot fear God, and whom 
‘the pure maxims of religion does not govern 
in all things ; otherwise he may prove your 
ruin, be his kindness for you ever so great. 
Make choice; as much,as you can, of fin iends 
a little older than yourself 5 they. will occasion 
you to ripen sooner. Let your heart be open 
io. your;true friends ; no secrecy with; them 
but, the secret of another, except in things 
you. fear, they, may | be pr ejudiced against. 
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Be disinterested, faithful, active, and con- 
stant in your friendship; but never blind to 
the defects or different degrees of merit in 
your friends; ‘let them find you serviceable 
to them, and never let their troubles cause 
yeur affections to cool. 
_ 'Freat your servants well. Let your au- 
thority be firm and gentle; be attentive to 
their wants; do them all the good you can; 
and cause them tobe attached to you through 
love: bear with their faults when they are — 
not essential, and they are willing to mend 
them. Lastly; remember, (and I finish'as 
I began) that indolence enervates arn § 
thing, and makes all things wearisome; th 
it exhausts the strength of all the virtues and 
qualities of the soul. Even in the opinion of 
the world, a man, given up to indolence, 
is a weak and insignificant man. He is as 
if he was not. Dread, therefore, this defect, 
which is the source of so many others: watch 
and pray; but, above all things, watch a- 
gainst yourself. ii adi Leb h Se ace ah 


LETTER XXHUI. 


Advice on Meditation, and the method of 
Reading. : 
I AM persuaded that you ought every 


morning to meditate a little in the following 
manner: first, place yourself in the presence 
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of God, that is, adore him as present, and 
_ offer yourself to him entirely ; then invoke 
of him the help of his holy Spirit for the great 
business you are about. You know how we 
have proceeded when together : remember 
you eannot de it with too much simplicity. 
You are not to look for God im fine. ideas, 
_orextraordinary meltines of the heart. Speak 
to him simply, without much reflection, and 
from the fulness of your heart, as toa good: 
friend. ie . iets 
At first, content yourself with a quarter 

of an hour im this meditatton, although you 
should find it unprofitable and wearisome ; 
but if it can be done without dificulty, and 
it nourishes your heart, go as far as half an 
hour. Generally speaking, it is best-to do lit- 
tle at first, and to accustom yourself to itby 


degrees: In the evening you may do the 


same for anether quarter of ay hour, and 
you will find in time this other quarter will 
be lengthened to-half an hour. You may 


finish witha‘ disposition to give yourself up> 
to God in tliose points you have’ meditated: 


on, and’ by thanksgiving for the good affec- 
tions you have received: ; 
AS toyour spirituabreading’, be not’satis- 


fied with believing aud tasting the truths you 
read, but‘apply them to-your wants. * Ene 
deayour, not- only for your pleasure totaste,’ 
but to digest the’ heavenly bread, so that it: 


may nourish*you. Those who swallow with 
eageriiess; and hastihy,- far frony- being sub- 
O02 
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stantially nourished, bring on dangerous»in- 


digestions. It is, therefore, better to read 


but little, and read it attentively, and with 
recollection. _ When reading improves you, 


it becomes a kind of meditation, whereas the — 


reading of persons who are not: simple. e- 
nough, is but empty, and to very little pur- 
pose. Too great a variety of objects in spi- 
ritual reading, as in other things, dissipates 


the mind, prevents its entering into itself, 


and deprives it ofits own nourishment. __ 


LETTER XXIV. 


I AM not surprised at the trouble you | 


meet with from many things that are in op- 
_ position to God: it is the natural effect of the 
change of your heart. You wish.to enjoy a 
certain calm, in which you might be at liber- 
ty toemploy yourself in those things you are 
affected with, and be delivered from all that 
causes your woundsto bleed afresh. But God 
permits that what has formerly engaged your 
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-affections and your time, should now trou-. 


ble you, and serve toincrease your penitence. 
Bear then this cross in peace, and wait. till 
God relieves you.. He will do it in his own 
time, and not in yours. Nevertheless, re- 
serve some portion of your time for thinking 
on him, and of yourfelf, with regard to him. 
Be upon your guard against your inclinations 
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and habits : temember you, bear ihe gifts of 
God in an earthen. vessel. a ean 

To perform pay difficult actions | is not 
' the thing wanted : do the smallest and. most 
common, with a heart devoted to God, and 
as a man. who is desirous. of ‘answering the 
only end of his creation. You must beso- 
ber. at table, and. sober eyery .where else, 
‘sober in talking, sober in your expenses, 
sober in judging, sober in your choice of 
company, sober in your amusements, and 
even sober in your wisdom and forecast, ac- 
cording to St. Paul’s advice. It is this uni- 
versal sobriety, in the use of the best things, 
that the love of God makes us observe ; and. 
to perform every thing witha delightful sim- 
plicity. They who are possessed of it, are 
neither fretful,: nor scrupulous ; ; but have 
within them a principle of love, which, sets 
the heart at liberty ; which sweetens every 
thing, and without restraint or trouble, in- 
spires us with a certain delicacy never .to 
displease God, and which stops us when we 
are tempted to do wrong. 

In this state we, endure. what i is the com- 
mon lot ofmen; fatigues, disappointments, 
difficulties with ourselyes. as well as with 
others, temptations, and dejections. But 
if our. crosses are in common with the 
world, the motives for bearing them are ve-. 
ry different. We know in Jesus Christ our 
Saviour the value and power of the cross : 
it purifies, detaches us from the world, and 
renews our minds. Wesee God inallthings; 
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but we nevér see him-so clearly, ‘nor with 
so much advantage; 'as in’ dur sufferings and 
humiliations. ‘Phe cross is the power of 
God’; the moré it destroys us, the more it 
advances the new being in Jes ‘Christ; to’ 
raise a new man out of the ruing of the old’ 
dam, 2st ea & “th 43S SD i ae Arts 2: $41iG 

~ Ff you can find out’ some’ sensible: friend; 
who fears God, ‘tinburden your heart, by 
telling him ‘such things as you think him ca- 
pable of bearing: But’ considér G6d'as the 
good friend’ of the heart, and that nobody 
can comfort like him. There is none who, 
like him, tinderstands all at once} who'en- 
ters into all our troubles, and adapts himself 
to our necessities before we ask "him. 9) 
_ Show’an even sober conduct, without the 
affectation of what is good; but’ be resolute’ 
im virtue, ‘that the profligate may have no 
hopes of drawing you aside} you will the 
easier get rid of them, and they will iimpor-’ 
tune you less, when they find you fhithfulty 
attached ‘to relision ; and that you will not’ 
be drawn back from it.) 9 97 a 
~ Rely ‘not on your own strereth, “your re- 
solutions, nor on your most vigilant precat- 
tions (which’however you ought to tuke with’ 
the greatest exactness and’ care) but ‘Sdlely’ 
in the goodness of God, who has loved! you 
before you loved him, and even wher: you’ 
ungratefully offended him. > ; 
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oe ok HOPE, that in this state of separa- 
tion, and bitterness, you will find, (far from 
the help of the creatures) the most powerful 
consolation. .. God will make you taste what 
he is im himself, when every thing else fails 
you, When,we resign ourselves up to. God, 
in time of peace and quiet, we neither know 
what we want, nor what we promise ; though 
our resignation should be sincere, yet.it 1s 
very superficial ;-but when the cup,of bitter- 
néss, presents itself to us, nature trembles, 
it fears, and is sorrowful; it says, Lez this 
cup pass from me ! Blessed are they who 
can suppress this repugnance, and say with 
the Son of God, Wevertheless, wot as J will, 
but as thou wilt. .. (aod: oaiesued 
_ The ‘state of sorrow which dejects your 
heart, and the. sight of an afflicting object, 
which is always before your eyes, makes me 
fear for your. health, Take care of it, and 
turn to’ advantage any little comforts, that 
shall come in your way: do every thing mn 
simplicity. © i LA 
—]—— 
LETTER XXVI. diugian 


r 


se A VARIETY of business hurries you 


- away with rapidity. I have often observed, 


that you are always ima hurry to go from. 


a 166 

one business to another, : thou th each in par- 
ticular engages you too much... You care not 
slow, but tedious. You waste a great deal 
of time ‘on ach businéss} not through the 
slowness of your operations, ‘for on the con- 
trary they are hurried ;' but by the multitude 
of affairs you crowd into them. “You wish 
_ to-say every thing on each subject that-has 
any relation to it. You always fear you'do 
not say enough: | This makes each business 
too long, and obliges you to pass from one 
affair to another, in haste, ‘and yet. with de- 
Jay, If you would cut them short, each bu- 
siness would be‘easy, and find its place with- 
out being retarded: but in order to this, you 
should study ‘to retrench every thing that is 
hot’ essentiak,.<)9 iggy aise; SIG We Sie 
Fo be sober in words, you must be so in 
thoughts. You must not follow your natu- 
ral eagerness to persuade others. You will 
not reach the source of this evil, but by of. 
ten silencing your’ spirit by means’ of inward 
silence. © Thus you would 'see, atthe proper 
season, each business in a clearandsimple 
light. You would say in two words all you had 
to say, without losing so much time to per-. 
suade. You would be less burdened, more 
at liberty, more-easy, -more regular, and 
steady with regard to yourself and your 
neighbour, . Besides, this silence, which 
would shorten the manner of expediting your 
outward business, would accustom you to 
transact your affairs in the spirit of prayer : 
without this ‘you ‘will be more‘and more fa: 


167 


tigued and exhausted ; the affairs which pre- 
judice the soul’ in its inward. ‘business, will 
likewise prejudice the health of the body. 

. This calm and leisure will doall your pu- 
-siness, which hard labouf and hurry can ne- 
ver effect. Listena little less to yourthoughts, 
that you may be lin a state! to'listen more to 
God. » Idare promise, if you observe this, 
and are: faithful: tothe inward light, on all oc- 
éasions, you will:soon be. eased. in all. your 
duties; be fitter to »setve your jneighbour ; 3 
and at the! same time carry on, the business 
of your employment: thetter. 905755 

~ It isnot enough that you love good books: ; 
you should yourself be a diving good book, 
‘You. should be: inwardly in reality what these 
good books téach.'.The saints, in former 
times, had more troubles and :crosses than 
you’: it‘was inthe midst of all these troubles 
they preserved and increased their peace, 
their simplicity, their life of pure faith, and 
their prayer almost without ceasing. | 

Reserve to yourself times for inward nou- 
rishment, which may be as sources of grace 
for other times: : i in transacting your 
outward affairs, move in peace with that 
spirit of bréyity which will cause you to die 
to yourself. 
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ay “RECEIVED:your letter on the loss 
you have lately sustained: “I have a deep 
sense both of the loss, andthe grief it occa- 
sions. But I cannot be troubled for your 
héart, not doubting but at remains in» that 
trué peace, ‘which is inseparable from an ac- 
quiescence with the whole will of God. 1 
pity you ‘on account of this: ‘secretswound, 
by which the heart is at were driéd up) But 
grief is the bidden- life of soulsshere on earth; 
for itis ‘by those thoughts which. death oc- 
casions, that the beginningyofia new lifetis — 
formed in us. All that seems tocorruptthe 
grain | in the earth, makes it Mer irk = 
eTow: nr for ‘the: harvest. 5 . 
borlsiy SOM Sereic dake 
Sell oH ae Se 
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‘Consolation oni ibe Deaths a@ Senne 
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THE great loss you have sustained 
escapes not my sight; but God has taken 
what belonged to hint and not to us. Who 
dare say to him, Why hast thou done thus ? 
This language is far from you. You know 


he is not accountable for what he doeth. 
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His good pleasure is the supreme reason ; 
besides, we may always see, in the most se- 
vere strokes of his fatherly hand, a secret 
design of mercy. He takes away in a happy 
hour certain weak men, whom perhaps the 
delusions of the world might have caused to 
fall. He is hasted away to prevent a misera- 
ble fall.. O what wonders shall we see in 
the next world, that escape us in this ! then 
shall we sing the song of joy and everlasting 
thanks, for events that made us weep here. 
Alas! tin the present darkness; we know not 
what is really good for us, or really evil. If 
God should do what pleases us, all would 
be lost. He saves us by breaking our chains, 
' and making us sorrowful. ‘he same stroke 
that saves him we love, by taking him from 
the midst of iniquity, prepares us. by his 
death for our own. What can we desire for 
ourselves and our friends in this vain and 
corrupted world ? If it be true that faith and 
love constitute the life of our soul, can we 
weep, because God loves us better than we 
know how to love ourselves ; shall we lament 
his taking out of temptation and sin, those 
that are dear to us? Does 236 hurt us by 
contracting the days of misery ? Do we de- 
sire a continuance of danger, and greater 
‘temptations? We would have every thing 
that flatters self love, in order to make us 
forget ourselves in this place of exile, 

Your son was prosperous in the midst of a 
corrupted world ; it is this afflicts you in the 


170 


loss of him. But his success was perhaps the 
cause that the thread of his life was cut short, 
by a design replete with mercy, both for him 
ahd his friends. Let us then adore God, and 
be silent. Nothing but prayer can comfort 
us. As soon as we are with God, by an union 
of heart in the simple view of faith, we are in 
prayer. And every occupation, even in the 
most holy things, that does not place us in 
this presence, and this society oflove, is ra- 
ther a Study than a prayer. At this time no- 
thing butthe society of the true Comforter can 
comfort us. Let us then rest in silence; he 
will comfort us, and we shall find all in him 
alone. Blessed are those who desire no other - 
comfort ! This is pure and inexhaustible. 


LETTER XXIX. 


IT seems to me necessary that you 
should have joined together great strictness, 
and great liberty. Strictness will maké you 
faithful, and liberty will make you courage- 
ous. If you were strict without being at tiie 
‘berty, there would bea danger of falling in- 
to slavery, and unnecessary scruples; and 

if you were at liberty without being strict, 
you would soon run into negligence and re- 
missness of manners. Strictness alone con- 
tracts the mind, and liberty alone enlarges 
it too much. Those who have no experi- 
ence in the ways of God, think these two — 
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virtues, incompatible. They understand. be 
being Strict, a:living always in restraint, and, 
in an LUD EAR ulous fear, which so strait- 
se the soul that it quarrels with itself about 
smallest matters. They call being at li- 
becty, the having a loose conscience, not be- 
ing careful of small matters, but content with 
avoiding. great faults, counting such only 
great crimes ; quieting and comforting them- 
selves with this thought, that they do not 
imagine there is any ereat harm in their ac- 
tions. : 
Tt. was not thus St. Paul conceived mat- 
ters, when he said to those, whom he en- 
deavoured to, make perfect Christians, Stand 
fast im liberty; but it is in the liberty, 
wherewith Christ hath made us free: stand. 
fast in liberty ; because the Saviour hath, 
called.us to hberty ; but let not that liberty 
be an occasion or pretence for doing wrong. 
It seems then to me that true strictness con- 
sists in obeying God in ail things, and fol- 
lowing that light which shows us our duty, 
and that grace which inclines us to do it; 
making it our chief study to. please God in 
all things, and always to do not only what is 
agreeable to him, but what is most so with- 
out endeavouring to deceive him*by the dif- 
ference of great. and small sins of omission 
or commission. For though it is true there 
is a distinction in these things, yet there 
ought to be none for a soul that has conclu- 
ded to. refuse nothing to God, of all that it 
has tobestow.. And it is in this sense the 
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apostle says, that the law is not made for 
a righteous man; that is, the restraining 
and threatening law: but he has a superior 
law which raises him above all this, and 
makes him enter into the liberty of the chil- 
dren of God; which is the desire of always 
_ pleasing his heavenly Father. 
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LETTER XXX. 


AVOID dissipation, and dread your 
too lively imagination and taste for ‘the 
world. It is not sufficient that you avoid 
seeing too many people, you must likewise 
not suffer your vivacity to be too much ex- 
cited by the few you do see: you must re-. 
trench all long conversations ; and even in’ 
short ones, you should not indulge a certain’ 
activity of spirit, which is incompatible 
with recollection. 

What I require is an union with God, at 
the bottom of the heart, which his grace af- 
fords us, when we drop our own activity 
that dissipates us, and diverts us with crea- | 
turely amusements. Indeed, if you do not 
- drop this activity, which proceeds from na- 
ture and habit, you will insensibly lose all 
that is good within you: and notwithstand- 
ing your pious intentions, you. will find 
yourself reduced to a devotion of transitory 
and superficial sentiments, accompanied with 
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great frailties, and a mixture of many things 
contrary to former grace. ~ ibe 


a EEE 
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LETTER *-XXXI-? i4 

THE best reparation for our past van- 
ities, is being humble and content that God 
should humble us. The best of all penan- 
ces is, to do, daily and hourly, the will of 
God rather than our own. Let us then think 
only of the present, and not be inquisitive 
about the future. This future is not ours, 
and perhaps never may be. Let us only 
think of the present which presses on us; it 
is a fidelity to the present that prepares us. 
for being faithful in the future. With re-. 
gard to the present, these are what appear to 
mie to be the principal. 

First. I think you should avoid all com- 
pany that might not only lead’you into gross 
errors, but awaken in you a taste for world- 
ly vanities, dissipate you, and render you 
iukewarm towards God, dry up your heart 
for-spiritual exercises, and destroy your wil-’ 
lingness to attend to the advice you stand in 
need of. It isa happiness to be removed far 
from the world, and placed in the liberty of 
the children of God. 

Nevertheless, it is not fitting, either with 
regard to decency or your station, or to your 
inward wants, that you should retire into a 

Pe 2 
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deep solitude. You must then, when it is 
necessary to relax your mind, see those who 
afford you a moderate amusement ; but avoid 
such company as tends to dissipate, slacken, 
and draw you away, contrary to your own 
liking, and who would cause the old wounds 
of your heart to bleed afresh. These false 
~ friends you should dread, avoid them quiet- 
ly, and puta bar in the way to prevent their ~ 
return. 
With regard to prayer, you cannot do 
wrong in the good disposition which God 
has given you, provided you are not too 
much aiming to perform it in an excellent 
manner. Seek for an acquaintance with God, 
not by artful thoughts which you frame on 
purpose to speak to him, for a certain time, 
but by those sentiments with which your 
heart is filled. If you taste his presence, 
and feel the attraction of love, acknowledge 
your happiness, and that it is great good- 
ness in the Almighty to suffer himself to be 
loved by a heart so unworthy. of his love. 
_Employ yourselfduring the day in the du- 
ties of your state; such as regulatmmg your 
expenses according to your income, watch- 
ing over your servants that they commit no 
offence ; educating your children witha mild 
authority ; satisfying the obligations of de | 
cency; and edifying all who see you, though 
you never speak to them of devotion. | 
All this is simple, regular, and moderate, 
and enters into common life; butall reverts 
continually to God. How comfortable will 
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you find the practice of it! One day in the 


house of God is better than a thousand in 
the tents of ungodliness. Ps. \xxxiy. 16. 


LETTER XXXII. 


YOU must not believe that the pre- 
‘sence of God is.imaginary, when it doés not 
give you the light and power to. say. fine 
things. This presence is never more real or 
more beneficial than when it teaches us to be 
silent, to humble ourselves, not to hearken 
to self-love, and to remain with lowliness 
and fidelity in the obscurity of faith. This 
taste of self-renunciation and lowliness, is 
much more profitable than bright ideas, and 
lively sentiments. ys Basa 


LETTER XXXIII. 


WE should turn our defects to advan- 
tage, by an entire difidence of our own 
hearts. I am glad you do not find in your- 
self any resource, to enable you to sustain 
that kind of life you have made choice of. 
I should fear all things for you, ifyou thought 
yourself established in what is good, and if 
you promised to persevere in it ; but I hope 
all things, when I see that you sincerely des- 
pair of yourself. O how weak are we, when 
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we think ourselves strong! O how strong — 
are we in God, when we feel ourselves weak ! 

It is the will which God requires ; the will 
must be attended with action, but God fre- 
quently does not require great performances. 
from us. Toorderour servants, tomanageour. 
affairs well,. to educate our children proper- 
ly, to bear our crosses, to fly from the yain 
joys of the world; not to flatter our pride in 
any thing; to suppress our natural haughti-) 
ness ; to endeavour to become simple, plain, 
and lowly ; to be silent ; to be recollected ;. 
and to accustom ourselves-to a life hidden 
with Jesus Christ in God; these are the 
works with which God is pleased. * 

You wish, you say, for crosses to evi- 
dence your love for God. _ Be content with 
your present crosses : before you look for 
others, bear those you have with patience ; 
listen not to what you like or dislike. En- 
deavour to keep yourself, on all occasions, 
in that general disposition of unreserved de- 
pendance on the spirit of grace, which is a 
continual death to self.” Refuse nothing to 
God, and never anticipate him, with regard 
to those things in which you are as yet ig- 
norant of his will. Each day will bring its 
crosses and its sacrifices. When God shall 
please to change your state, he will insensibly 
prepare you for it. My wish is, that God 
may destroy in you the whole life of self-love. 


* Only to be performed by the help of his grace. 
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AIT is the Spirit of God that insensibly 
accomplishes the most arduous-things. The 
disappointments of life overcome us; its 
crosses deject us; we want patience and 
gentleness, or a gentle and steady courage, 
to render us capable to persuade others. 
God alone holds in his hand the hearts of 
men : he supports ours, and opens our neigh- 
bours. Except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh in vain. Ps. cxxvii. 1. 
By depending on the spirit of grace, you 
will do more in your outward duties, than 
by all your uneasy and eager strivings. — 

I bless God for it; that you are ‘tired of 
your own spirit. Woe to those who con- 
fide in it. Blessed are they who, being 
weary of it, seek repose in the renunciation: 
of self-love. If after having tasted the good- 
ness of God in retirement, you should re- 
turn to what the world esteems an honest 
life, you will fall very low; and, by a re- 
missness so unfaithful to grace, will deserve 
such a loss. I hope this will not attend you ; 
God loves you well, seeing he gives you no 
peace in a medium between him and the 
world. God calls us to all perfection, and 
prepares us for it by the attraction of his 
grace: wherefore Jesus Christ says to his 
disciples, Be ye perfect, as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. Matthew iv. 48. And 
on this account he has taught us to pray, 
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Thy will be done on earth, as itis in bea- 
ven. Matt. vi. 10. Allare called to this per- 
fection on earth ; but the generality are dis- 
mayed, and draw back... . 

Be not of the number of those who, hav-. 
ing eaten of the manna in the wilderness, re-, 
gretted the loss of the onions of Egypt. It 


_ is perseverance alone-that is.crowaed.. 


LETTER XXXV. 


THE work of God isnot done in us, 
hut by dispossessing us of ourselves, so as to. 
remove every resource. of confidence and: 
eomplacency in self-love. You wish to find 
yourself good, upright, strong, and incapa- 
ble of every thing that is bad. Ifyou should. 
find yourself in this state, you wauld be so. 
much the worse, as you imagined yourself 
good. We should see ourselves poor, find 
nothing in ourselves but misery, despair of 
self, hope for nothing but in God, and ex- 
ercise an humble patience without flattery. 
As to any thing else, as these things which 
trouble you are but involuntary sentiments, 
it suffices that the will is not consenting to 
them. By this you will gain the advantage of 

humiliation, without. having the infidelity of 
adhering to such corrupt sentiments. —__ 
Live in Jesus Christ, and live for him. 
The chief thing for you is littleness : reserve 
nothing through courage, or human wisdom,, 
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Be tractable. Learn to bear with others, by 
being reduced to bear with yourself. — 
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/ LETTER XXXVI. 
To endeavour to raise ontselves up froth 
the Remissness into which we have fal. 
len. 


I CANNOT, my dear daughter, say 
any thing more proper to you than the words . 


therefore, from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent ; and do the first works : or else 
ZI will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
move thy candlestick out of bis place. It 
is thus the Spirit of God loves men without 
flattering them ; he loves them, and threat- 
ens them. He does not even threaten them 
but through love. He alarms them with the 
view of trouble, to the end that men may not 
compel him to make them suffer. See how 
the most perfect men easily and by degrees 
- fall away without great watchfulness. Here 
is the angel of one of the most holy churches 
of the east, in those days, when religion 
was in so flourishing a state : this angel falls; 
he forgets his former love, his recollection, 
his prayer, his good works (in which he had 
formerly been employed) he grows remiss 
and dissipated. At first his wandering and 
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fall were imperceptible to himself. He says 
to himself, ‘ In what have I done wrong? 
‘Is not my conduct good and regular in the 
‘sight of the world ?-Is not some consola- 
‘tion requisite ?’ 

Thus are we ingenious to déceive our- 
selves, and disguise our remissness. The Ho- 
ly Spirit says, ‘Open your eyes, and seefrom 
‘whence you are fallen. You are fallen be- 
‘low your former place! Remember - your 
‘ peaceful solitude, your desire for recollec- 
‘tion, and your faithfulness in avoiding 
‘every thing that might disturb it. If you 
“do not remember this, others have not for- ~ 
‘gotten it. Where is now this fervor? 
‘ There is nothing to be seen but amuse- 
‘ments without, and- weariness. within. 
‘ When the amusements are over, you are — 
‘like a different person.’ 

It is thus people fall by degrees, and un- 
der plausible pretences, from a state of sin- 
cere death to self, into a remissness, where 
they see spring up again the grossest preper- 
ties of self-love. You should reflect on the 
state from whence you are fallen. - You 
should regret the loss of that first love which 
nourished your heart, and return to your 
first works, which you have so slothfully a- 
bandoned for the works of vanity. You 
should say with the prodigal son, Z w2// 
arise, and go to my fatoer, and will say to 
him, Father, 1 have sinned against hea- 
ven, and before thee, and am no more wor- 


thy to be called thy son. If at first you find 
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any coldnessin this path, receive it humbly, 
as.a penance which you stand. in great need 
of. ,you-fail toreturn quickly. into his fa- 
therly,bosom, this is what he willidos Lwid/ 
conte; says he, and remove thy candlestick 
out of his.place. _Uewill take from you the 
light you make no use of, ‘and willleave you 
in darkness... He will.remove you frony his 
precious graces, which yeu have .jso long 
trampled under foot, and give them to.some 
other soul who is more simple, more tract- 
able, and more faithful.....You must return 
to your reading, your prayers, your silence, 
your first simplicity, and lowliness. 
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"154 Ga we jijo. oe ebat Lit Dee. 34 fis 
»o, LOOK not futurity in the:face : for we 
are bewildered and lost; whenjwe: dive: into 
it., Our foresight only: serves: tondisquiet 
us. (Submit yourself daily... Vhe submis- 
sion of each day is the true daily. bread. .We 
are fed, dike Jesus, Christ, with, the-will:of 
his: Father,, which Proyidence: brings us for 
the present moment,’ ‘Lhis: heavenly bread 
is like the maanas -Wenaust not day iteby 
ia store.” Am,uneasy and distrustful man, 
_who, would gather for the next day, would 
see’ it immediately corrupt. 

_ Submit yourse/f in all things that are re- 
quired of you, |) Be simple and lowly with- 
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out reasoning, prepared for every thing, and 
adhering to nothing; high, or low ;- praised, 
or dispraised; enjoying the confidence of 
those we live with, or being envied and 
suspected. Provided you have neither high- 
mindedness, self-wisdom, nor self-will in 
any thing, all will go well. This isa great 
- deal, but not too much. Observe silence 

as much as you can, and mortify your 
spirit. . 


———— 
LETTER XXXVIII. 


I AM pleased to learn from yourself, 
' that you are preserved in obedience, and en- 
joy that peace of God, which is inseparable 
from it. God will take care of every thing 
for you. Depend on-him alone, and you 
will find in him every thing that is agreeable — 
to his Spirit.... Remember the way of faith, 
which you have so much desired to follow, 
is not solid, but.so far as it detaches us from 
persons, books and outward helps: in a word, 
from every thing that is not God, and his 
will. Once more then, be obedient ; and ob- 
serve silence as much as you can. 

The service of God consists not in words, 
nor vague thoughts, nor insensible affecti- 
ons, nor elevated ideas ; but in good works. 
To be silent, to obey, to restrain ourselves, 
to renounce in all the most difficult cases our 
own taste, as well as our will, to embrace 
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the cross, and think that by it alone we can 
find God, is the truth of the kingdom of God 
in us. This is worshipping him in spirit and 
in truth. }- ont ct ; 

_As to your defects, I am not surprised at 
them ; but I thank God you see them without 
flattering yourself, or being discouraged by 
them. Always be courageous, and strive 
to conquer yourself : but do it without vex- 
ation, and without dependance on your own 
- strength. Let your defects prove of’ advan- 
tage, by their humbling you, at the same 
time not delaying to correct them. 


SS 


LETTER XXXIX. 


_. THOPE, my dear niece, that God, who. 
has called you to train up your sisters, will 
deliver you from your own spirit, and give 
you his Spirit to perform his work. The 
work of God is love, and to die to yourself, 
that he alone may live in you. Ought you 
not to die to yourself, in order to help others 
to the same happy experience ? Ought you 
not to love, in order to inspire others with 
love ? No instruction is effectual, but by ex- 
ample. Begin then by doing, and afterwards 
you may instruct. Action speaks and per- 
suades : words alone are but vanity. 

Be patient with those who advance but 
slowly ; there will be danger of discouraging 

‘them by your impatience: the more occasi- 
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on you have for : power, “the more “are You 
must take to joi with it inildness: and? . 
solation:...Suffer: it is only'by the cross we — 
receive the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and hispow- 
er to win sotils: Superios} without crosses, 
are barren to’ brings” forth’ children’ of grace. 
AS cross, ‘well? borne,’ acquires ‘authority, 
- and gives a blessing to’ ‘all we do. It is by suf- 
fering’ we learn to have’ compassion, and to 
minister consolation.» Speak’ little, : hear 
much, think moré6f knowing the disposi: 
tion of those under you, ‘that _you may pro- 
portion yourself to'their ‘necessities,’ than ‘of 
saying fine things to them. 
Show an openness of heart, and make 
each one see, by experience, that there is 
safety and consolation in opening her mind 
to. you. Avoid all severity ;_ correct even 
with mildness and: diserction. ‘Be slow i In 
ceuiduiees but be. see ot pene Dailse ver 
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YOUR want: af Health a -Titelé distisebs 
me ; but I hope the’country air,’ with some 
exercise, and true repose of mind, will re- 
store it to you. As to myself, I am like a 
skeleton, that walks and speaks, but sleeps 
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and eats little. An extensive diocese is a 
heavy burden at sixty-three. ‘I have a great 
deal too much business, and you have per- 
haps not enough to keep you from being 
Weary: invent some employ, which may 
revive your spirits. . The days are tedious, 
though the years are short. 
Consider, if you were in the gay world, 
you would hear a great deal of wicked dig. 
course; you would see many troublesome 
and despicable people with distinguished 
names; you would be surrounded with 
snares and infectious examples: you would 
not think seriously either of God, yourself, 
your death, nor your salvation: you would 
become, like others, intoxicated, -and har- 
dened. Is it not better to remain in some 
degree of affliction at a distance from the 
world, under the hand of God, who» will 
make you taste the consolatiot's ‘of religion; 
and disengage you from the fulse satisfactions 
he deprives you of? The world only: giv “id 
pleasures of vanity. Besides; it is full’ o 
thorns, troubles, ungenerous’ proveedingsy 
and deceitful people; we must be very much 
depraved; when living far from/cvilis:pam= 
fal tous. For three or foi years,<’Psaw 
here a great part of the army, and the cousts 
Though I had many instances of theircivility, 
IT find myself much eased by: their eee 
Shake off the yoke of superfluity ; “be rich 
without money. * You are happy if you de~ 
spise, for the love of God, cigs! you are not | in 
possession of, +s * QoQ , i 
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LETTER. I. 


THE loss which we have had of so ma- 
ny relations and friends, my dear sister, de- 
clares to us that this life is only borrowed, 
and that God alone essentially possesseth im- 
mortality. What ought to be our comfort 
is, that we shall be re-united in him, if we 
attach ourselves constantly to him. 

The troubles you speak of ought to be 
more precious than pleasures, if you have 
faith. Calvary is in this world the general 
station of a Christian ; and if he sometimes 
mounts upon Tabor, it is only for an in- 
stant. 

I am very glad to have such good accounts _ 
of little Michael. It isa plant, which will 
produce excellent fruit, if carefully cultiva- 
ted. Much depends on a happy culture. 
We become every thing or nothing, accord- 
ing to the education we receive. 
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You regret that we do not see one ano- 
ther ; but neither our figures nor our words 
form our friendship: provided our affecti- 
ons and thoughts unite us, what signifies 
our persons being at a distance ? When we 
love one another in God, we see one another 


always, for God is every where: he ought. 


to be the centre of all our sentiments, as he 
is of our souls. 

I embrace you most cordially, and set an 
high value on your letters; they recal the 
memory of a father I knew but too little, 
and of a mother whose life was a constant 
lesson of virtue. I am beyondall expressi- 
en a most affectionate, &c. 


— 


LETTER IL. 


EVERY person who is truly pious, is 


patient, gentle, and humble ; unspecting of 
ill, never splenetic, and conceals, when he 
cannot excuse, the faults of his neighbour. 

True devotion is charity, and without it 
nothing we can do is of use to salvation. 
False devotees do little less injury to the 
cause of religion, than the openly profane; 
always ready to kindle against those who do 
not agree with them in their humours and 
opinions, they are agitated by a restless, 
impetuous, persecuting zeal ; and are com- 
monly either fanatical or superstitious, hy- 
pocrites, or ignorant. Jesus Christ does not 
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- spare them.in the gospel, that he may, teach 
us to be on our,guard against them, ; 
- i }Jant.2, 1749. sab MoM «. guleonsnl WD 
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I WAS too much the friend of your fa- 
ther, and am too much your friend, to suf. 
fer you to.go astray as you now do, without 
Se x | ~ ? hwo ket aaa ba Ju . : 
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it, and by the company with whom you as- 
sociate, that I can no longer doubt. ~~ 
ai ok beg of you tocome and see Mc; ‘and in 
the effusions of a heart which, tenderly loyes 
-you, Iwill say to-you, not what anger in- 
spires, not: what prejudice suggests, not 
. what_is bitter in reproaches, but all.the'sin- 
_cerest attachment can dictate, to withdraw 
you, fiom. that abyss into which bad _compa- 
ny, has hurried you. . te Gan 
You will neither find. me an imperious 
monitor, nor an. angry pedagogue, but a 
iriend, a brother, who will speak to you as 
he would to himself, with the same lenity 
and the same, calmness... I know that youth 
is flery, sand that.there is great difficulty in 
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escaping from t ys. kin world, when 
we are rich, 7 given a sbieiions: But 
do no bos a decene on, and religion 
sre thre powerfilly thin ‘ie! ape bees 
igés. 76 Oo sh 
at’is) ‘man, * thy dear friehd, ene ed 
he of his corrupte tenlare? “3 nN ast 
Tfihdiwithi me; 8 wellas yout fiid'in your. 
self) Wwhvetithal t to lead ne’ astray, if T did 
sot i hearken to my conscience and my duty; 
: ‘qifasion’ And “ci ottiptioi“aré the” only. sae 
's of human Sat Ene ep yaaa abe 
ect Fou w Wthe' bistro! 
esethcnek forth” my ‘ ‘aims,-and’ emb brace’ you. 
will Béwail together the Jos: ofa father, 
Swas'S0 fhedessar ry to” you 5" Will endea: 
vour to give: you such | ‘advice: ‘as ‘to “ma 
him live again in ‘you; by" ‘the ereileg of 
erals’ . Do’not disgrace his mem’ ne 
Hye 3 scandal Gna disorderly life, °°" 
ee Swill deich to hearken to ‘ine, Tam 
ae that the! “plan of ‘life’which I chal 
trace oyt to you, will restore every’ ‘thing 2 as 
Should ‘be.’ “Do ‘not’ bé afraid’; God will 
inspire . Gas 2God? does’ ‘tot abandon ‘those 
who return to him.” ee ig Ay geht 
fF shallot ‘go dibrdad! to- morrow, cul I 
| may, yeecivel you. hai EO eee ws pg 
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_.. LETTER. Iv. 


IS it possible, my dear sir, that you — 

not only did not come to me, as I requested. 
- you would, but that you took care to be de- 
_ nied when I came to see you? Alas! what 
would your father say, to whom you prom- 
ised in his dying moments, that you would 
place entire confidence in my advice, and 
that you would always make it your duty to 
cultivate my friendship ? Once more, what 
would he say? Am not I the same person 
who have carried you so often in my arms, — 
who with the greatest pleasure have seen you 
growing, who have given you your first in- 
structions, and to whom you have testified 
the strongest attachment? =... 

_ Would you have me fall upon my knees, 
to induce you to restore to me your friend- 
ship? I will do so ;.,.nothing shall be too 
much for me, when. I am to recal a friend 
to his duty... . “tee 

If you had not a noble heart, and a good 
understanding, I\should despair of your re- 
formation, and of my own adyice ; but you 
have inherited a soul formed for virtue, and — 
an uncommon sagacity. Do you imagine 
_ that it can be a pleasure to me to find fault 
with you? None but false devotees find sa- 
tisfaction in putting themselves into a pas- 
sion. I have happily read the:gospel, which 
is the rule both of your conduct and mine, 
enough to know how Jesus Christ received 
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sinners, and how attentive we ought to be 
not to extinguish the smoking lamp, nor to. 
break the bruised reed. I have not forgot 
that John the Evangelist got on horseback, 
notwithstandimg his advanced age, to search 
after a young man whom he had bred up, 
and who avoided him. Besides, have not 
you long known me for a man who is nei- 
ther haughty nor peevish, and who can com- 
passionate human frailty ? The more you 
avoid me, the more I shall think you guilty. 
Do not hearken to your companions, but 
let’ your heart speak, and I shall instantly 
see you. Mine prompts me never to aban- 
don you; I will persecute you because I 
love you, and I will give you no rest till we 
are reconciled. 

It-is because I am your best friend that I 
seek to find you, at a time when scarce any 
of your relations will hear your name men- 
tioned. . 

If you dread my remonstrances, I shall 
say nothing to you, because I shall be con- 
vinced that you will accuse yourself, and al- 
low me no time to speak ; try at least one 
visit ; and if that is not agreeable, you shall 
not see me more. But I know your heart, 
I‘know my own, and I am certain that after 
one interview, you will have no desire to 
leave me. : 

I ought to have a greater ascendency over 
your mind, who have known you these 
twenty years, than all the young associates 
who surround you, to devour your estate, 
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and are your friends only to. ruin, your heal Jth 
% utation...,, sere snl Heriie tiIxX9 OF By 5 
af if Sy tears can ar an affect. you, I assure you | 
they flow at this instant, ae om the mast | 
precious motives. in the went Id; .rclgion and 
friendship... Come and, dry, them.up, itqwill. 
prove to me that you still remember your fa. 
‘ther, and, are sensible to the. distress ofa 


friend, ng | oii eis = flarv wa iO 44 abuse itd J 
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“IT is not easily expressed, my ‘dearest 


friend, how thuch your three Visits. have 
comforted my soul. The tears you shed i an 
my presence ; the affecting n manner in. which. 
you promised me to amend your past life, 
and endeavour seriously to re-enter into, fa. 
vour with God; canneyver be effaced from my 
Rory nor oon my heart. 

_ Talways said to myself, ‘ He hath: hada 
« Christian education ; he will return te his. 

. duty ; ; I shall see himagain; his wan derings. 
‘are, but a storm, which will Aisperss.’ 
God be praised, the calm is returned ! It is 
nct to me, but to him along, } that. you. 
should be thankful. 

Since you wish that I should lay down a 
plan to guide you, \J shail simply trace ont, 
such a one-as my ‘weak understanding, . buf: 7 
strong ftiendship, i inspires. It shall be short £5 


- 
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The commandments of God may be reduc- 
ed to a few words. Precepts that are clear 
and founded upon reason, as well .as happi- 
ness, have no need: of'commentary or. disser- 
tation. © 

Réad_ every morning: the parable of the 
Prodigal Son, and likewise: some religious 
books in the course of the day ; not like a 
slave to finish his task, but as a child of God, 
who returns to his father, and hopes girs 5 
thing from his mercy. 

Make it a duty to'scatter some charities 
every day into the bosoms of the poor, that 
you may repair the wrongs you have done 
them, in squandering on criminal pleasures 
and superfluities what was:due to them. Re- 
nounce those companions who have estrang- 
ed you from God, from yourself, and from 
your true friends ; and form such new con- 
nections as honour, decency, and religion, 
may avow. It is easy to dismiss debauched 
associates, without affronting them. Speak 
openly to them of the pian of life you mean 
to pursue; propose to them to follow it; 
talk to them only of regretting the past, and 
forming good pic aig shee for the future ; and 
they will soon disappear or, if they return, 
it will be a proof that they have altered their 
conduct; and, then instead of shunning 
them, receive them with more pleasure than 
ever. 

Take an exact account of your debts and 


your income, andby your economy you will 
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find wherewith to pay your creditors. A 
man is always rich, when he is in the habit 
of depriving himse]f of indulgences; as he 
is always poor, while he refuses himself no- 
thing. ttm -eiranebe 
When opportunities offer of enjoying a 
little society, do not refuse them ; because 
you may be properly employed there, and 
because you will be secured from theraillery 
ofthe world, whichis fond of turning :piet 
_ into ridicule. aad 

Dismiss the servants who were accom- 
plices in your intrigues, and sharers in your 
guilt. Although, after having exposed them 
to scandal, it would be proper to set them 
a good example; yet it is to be dreaded, 
from the knowledge of your weakness, that 
they might Jay snares to lead you back into 
the road of perdition. . 

With your new domestics, whose abili- 
ties and fidelity have been properly recom- 
mended to you, you should live as a master 
who knows the duties of humanity ; as a 
Christian who knows that we are equal in the 
sight of God, notwithstanding the inequality _ 
of conditions. You will set them none but 
good examples ; watch over their manners, 
without either being a tyrant or a spy; and 
attach them to you by your gentleness and 
your beneficence.. Nothing can be so flat- 
tering as to render those happy who live 
with us. ; 

You must think of taking some charge 
upon you, which will give you employment. 


> 
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| We always do amiss when we do nothing. 
Examine your understanding, consult your 
taste, ask your heart; but above all, ad- 
dress yourself to God, that you may know 
what is fit for you. . 
Your friends will think of marrying you, 
and it is my advice not to defer it too long. 
Marriage, when made with purity of heart, 
preserves young people from a multitude of 
dangers ; but do not reckon upon my chu- 
sing a wife for you. Your relation, with 
whom I have happily reconciled you, is a 
man of sense, honesty, and integrity, and 
in a situation to marry you properly. Reli- 
gion and reason ought to be consulted more 
than inclination, in an establisment that. is 
to last for life. -We rarely see. marriages 
happy; which have ‘no other: motive than 
love. . HG MBE OF 
Ido not speak to you of your expenses, 
nor of your table: with such principles as I 
laid down, they must be moderate. — 
Above all things, let there be no excess 
in your piety : take no violent courses ; they 
will be a means of your relapsing. ‘The 
wounds of the soul are not to be healed by a 
hasty repetition of prayers, but by labouring 
to reform the heart. The generality of sin- 
ners, for want of this method, pass their 
lives in offending God, and then confessing 
their sins. 
_ Avoid the hypocrite as well as the dissi- 
‘pated ; both the one and the other will hin- 
der you from arriving at the point we pro- 
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pose. I will not look upon you as a convert, 
till you have been a long time proved. — It 
is not easy to pass from” Tibertinism: to the 
practice of virtue. = heey tere 

Behold, my dear son, my: dearest friend, 
what I thought i is my duty to sketch out for 
you. I could not! use more tenderness, ‘if 
- you were my own. It will trouble me great- 
ly, if the resolutions you so lately entered 
into, im my presence, should vanish. What 
encourages me is, that you area man oftruth, 
that you 1 have a regard for me, and are fully 
convinced that. I sincerely wish you well; 
and.in the last place, that you have found a 
disorderly life to be an assemblage of vexati- 
on, torment, and remorse. SLO eas, |i 

Hearken to the voice of a-fether crying to | 
you as from the bottom of the tomb, that 
there is no happiness in this world but for 
the friends: of God; and charging you to — 
keep the promise you formerly made to him, 
of living, with the help of dee ume life of 
a good Christian. © 

Noy. 20, 1759. 
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LE TTER, VI. 


Mechta 


IT is undoubtedly very distressing to 
your dear relation, that you will not be re- 
conciled to him, notwithstanding his visit, 


id ‘ies humble ‘and * ‘affectin ‘letter he has 
‘to you aii Ts it thus God Almighty 
it eh? What will ‘the world think 
when they see you $0 ) exaspera- 
pas ae saree ‘the prodigal son'? For my 
ents I flew iB nes as soon as I khew ‘that. 
he was gone astray,. and I pons God will re- 
ward me for it. 
~~ You are always” repeating, Madam, that 
he has lost a great deal of money, and. that 
he is a bad man.’ But what'is even ‘the loss’. 
of gold, ‘that you should so much regret’ it. 
You ought only to ‘be grieved at the’ abuse’ 
of so many good qualities. as he possesses 5 
and think, if he is really a bad man, that he 
has more need than ever of advice, and the 
example of the truly OSs i) ae 
It is havitig a very bad idea of religion, ‘to, 
fo rsake a young man, because he has com-' 
mittes ‘some er rors. e 
Ah t how do you. know, that hig’ ‘Baal 
man will not next day be acceptable | in the 
sight of God, while your services may by 
no means please him ; for truly one grain of 
pride is sufficient to Spoil the best actions. 
‘The Pharisee, who fasted two days in the 
week, was rejected ; andthe Publican, who 
humbled himself, was justificd.. . 
Charity, with regard to all men, and ‘al 
ways charity ! This I shall never cease to re- 
peat, as perfectly agreeable to the Morals 
E cabae in every ‘Christian school. - 
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If the mercy of God depended upon cer- 
tain devotees, sinners would be much to be 
pitied: false devotion knows nothing but an 
exterminating zeal; while God, full of pa-. 
tience, gentleness, and forbearance, waits. 
the amendment of all those who have gone 
astray. . et 

Even the blood of Christ implores your 
forgiveness ; and it is not. having a proper 
respect for him, to refuse your dear relation 
admittance into your house. You are not 
ignorant that there is more joy in heayen 
over one sinner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine just persons, that need no 
repentance. Besides, will you continue your _ 
resentment, while the angels rejoice ? that 
would be ashocking sort of piety indeed ! 

It is not for us to decide, whether the 
heart ofa man, who appears to have entered 
seriously into himself, is truly changed. Be- 
sides, as God alone can know the truth, we 
ought to presume that he has reformed. 
Would you think it just inyour neighbours, | 
who are the witnesses of your good works, > 
if they supposed that you acted only from 
pride? Let us leave to the Searcher of all 
hearts to pronounce what are the motives of 
our actions. The brother of the prodigal son 
is condemned in the eyes of religion and 
humanity, for not being properly affected at 
his return) oo . . 

If my letter, contrary to my intention, 
appears a little severe, I beg you will think 
I speak in sucha manner, lesson your rela- 
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tion’s account than your own ; for your sal- 
wtp Brasnie upon it. Will you not par- 
fee you have reason to presume 
Almighty hath pardoned ers I 
poh i ee 
Iam with respect, &c. 
Feb. 5, 1761. 


~ 
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Fie LETTER VII. 


ie HE Seas will very soon secarete us; 
but such is the lot of this life, that some are 
scattered to the extremities of the world, 
while others remain always in the same place.. 

If you have not laid in an ample stock of 

piety, I shall be exceedingly in fear for 
you, on.a passage where all the words you 
hear wili not be those of edification; and in 
a country where all the examples presented 
to you, will not be found the most correct 
models of virtue. America is the earthly pa- 
radise, where they frequently eat the forbid- 
den fruit.. The serpent is continually preach- 
ing upon the love of riches and pleasures, 
and the warmth of the climate sets the Pana: 
ons in commotion. 

Weare not able to restrain our passions 
when we perceive no other superior but 
God, unless a lively faith be the principle of 
our actions, 

I persuade myself, that you will frequent- 
ly beg of God to give you strength to sup- 
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port you against all kinds of dangers. » "Think 
that he will be as near you in America as in’ 
Europe ; that his a seeth every where’; his’ 

justice judgeth “all; and that it‘ is for Shim’ 
you ought to act. Leada diligent and re- 
gular life ; ; for, should you once’ be'possess- 
ed with a spirit of indolence, you will soon 
-be beset by the vices, wth ont being able to 
defend yourself. 

Never suffer. one word to, pass your lips 
which can be interpr eted against religion or 
morals. Even those who seemingly applaud, 
will, in fact, despis¢ you. 

T will pray for you to him who commands 
the waves, who calms, the tempests, and 
who doth’not abandon his people wherever 
found. “What comforts me is, that souls 
know no distance ; for by the ties of religion’ 
and the heart, we are always neightiours: to. 
one another. 

Adieu, and adieu {2 --T tenderly embrace: 
you: te 


LETTER vm 


“WELL, my dear friend, HRS are you 
doing? It is a long time since I saw you : 
I certainly do not deserve to be deprived of 
that pleasure....You know that T willingly 
quit my pen, my employment, and my 
ee ce you come to see me. 
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. They who come to visit us, have no oc- | 
casion for our studies, nor our business. I 
have always made it a law to receive. every 
person well who honours me with a visit, 
even the man that comes to importune me: 
it is sufficient that he is my neighbour. Now 
judge, after this, if you will be well. see 
It is almost eighteen days since I saw- 
Tam afraid, but I dare not tell you, that 
the art of being silent is a great virtue: hap- 
py they who say nothing but what they ought 
to speak! Accustom yourself to be secret, 
without affecting discretion. Never employ 
finesse ; it is a-wretched resource, incom- 
patible with probity, and easily. discovered. — 
- ] will tell you more’ ower we meet; but 
let it be soon. aesaan, 
—Fam,—without reserve, your servant and 
best friend. 
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LETTER IX. 


THE edieasion fon propose giving 
your children, ‘will be only a varnish, if it 
is not founded on religion. “There are some 
occasions, in the course of life, where pro- 
bity i is ‘not sufficiently strong ,to resist cer- 
tain temptations ; ; and where the soul is de- 
based, if it is not elevated by the firm belief 
of immortality. 

It is necessary for the wisdom and es 
piness of man, that he should have a view * 
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of the Deity from his tenderest infancy, as. 
the principle and the end of all things : and 
reason and faith should tell him, that it is 
descending to the rank of beasts to be with= 
out either worship or law. 

It is not by an attention to trifling cere- 
monies, that you will make your children 
true Christians. Christianity is the greatest 
enemy: to pharisaical zeal and superstition. 

You should take a geat deal of pains to 
elevate the souls of your three young people, 
and to convince them, that the greatest plea- 
sure of man is to reflect, and to be conscious 
of his existence. This is a pleasure so sub- 
lime, and so worthy of an heavenly spirit, 
that I look upon him who knows not this 
happiness, as a wretched, or, at least, an 
insensible being. = =e 

A few, but solid books, will make your 
children. well-informed Christians. Let 
them be read less with an intention to fix 
them in the memory, than to grave them on 
the heart. It is not necessary to form young 
people to defend a thesis, but to be obliged, 
as rational ereatures, to. convince themselves 
of eternal truths. . 

¥ou should watch carefully to preserve 
them spetless, not by employing informers. 
and spies, but by having your ears and 
your eyes every where to imitate the Deity, 
en we do not see, but who seeth over 
ale : 

Be less the master than the friend of your 
» children ; and then they will be transparent 
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to your eyes, ‘and even tell their faults them. 
wm Young folks have often told me 
their griefs and their errors, becausé I al- 
ways treat them with mildness. They will 
give you the key of their-hearts, when they 
find that you ‘sincerely wish them well, and 
that it is a:pain to you to reprove them. 

Take care what servants you admit about 
your children ; it is generally through: them 
that you are corrupted. 

Manage so as to have an amiable serenity 
constantly shining on your face, and in your 
eyes ; and that every thing be done as you 
would have it, without restraint or fear. |— 

Attach pleasures to every kind of study 
which you propose for your sons, by exci-. 
ting a desire of knowledge, and an impati- 
ence of ignorance. | 

Take care that they have fhedaccetiohe from 
their studies, that their‘memories and judg 
ments may not prow tired. 

Instruct them, by making them love your 
documents, not by the fear of punishments ; 
and for this purpose take care to enliven them 
by some little histories, which may awaken 
attention. 

Learning is like food. The stomach of a 
child requires light nourishment ; and it is 
only by degrees that he is accustomed to 
more solid or substantial diet. 

When your children have acquired the age 
of maturity, then is the time to speak to 
them, asa friend, of the nothingness: of the 
pleasures in which the world places its hap- 
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piness ; of the misfortunes in which they en- 
gage us ; the remorse they excite; the injury 
they do both to body and soul; the abyss 
they dig under our steps, while they appear 
only to scatter flowers. It will be no difficult 
matter for you to point out to them the dan- 
gerous rocks of sensuality, by expressions 
or striking examples ; and to persuade them, 
that without idleness, the greater part of the 
pleasures, to which people addict themselves 
so immoderately, would haveno attractions. 
In idleness, as in sleep, they form to them- 
selves the most brilliant ideas, and represent 
many agreeable chimeras which have no ex- 
istence. 7 

When a son is persuaded that a father 
talks only reason to him, and solely from 
tenderness, he hearkens to him, and his ad- 
vice produces the best effects. 

Lastly, after having erected this edifice, 
there still remains what is difficult to deter- 
mine; I mean the choice ofa profession. 
This is commonly the touchstone of fathers 
and mothers, and the most critical point for 
children. If you will be persuaded by me, 
you will give them a year to themselves to 
reflect upon the kind of life that suits them ; 
before you speak to them of one employment 
in preference to another. | The good educa- 
tion they will have received, the kno-vledge 
“they will have acquired, will naturally lead 
them to a happy issue; and there will be good 
reason to hope they will then decide for them- 


205 
selves, according to their inclinations, and 
according to reason. 

It will then be necessary to speak fre- 
quently to them of the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the different conditions of life, 
and to let them know how much their tem- 
poral and eternal interest is concerned in the 
faithful discharge of their duty. 

After these precautions, and after having 
often implored the assistance of heaven, your 
sons will enter steadily upon the plan ‘of life 
they have chosen ; and you will have the con- 
solation of being ‘able to say, that you have 
regarded their inclinations, and their liberty. 

Since Providence has given you wealth, 
you should support your sons according to 
their condition ; letting them, however, al- 
ways feel some wants, and keeping them 
always within the bounds of moderation, to 
teach them, that this life is not the state of 
our happiness, and that the higher they are 
raised, the less ought they to become proud. 
Take care to give them money, that they. 
may learn from yourself not to become, mi. 
sers, and that they may have it in their pow- 
er to assist the unfortunate. It will be pro- 

. per to observe, with your own eyes, the use 
they make of it; and if you find them ad- 
dicted either to avarice or prodigality, you 
should lessen’ theitealiow ance. 
e Lastly, my dear and respectable pl at- 
tend more to the hearts than the understand- 
ings of your sons : baie heart is good, all 
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will go well. Circumstances must teach you 
how to govern them; you should appear 
sometimes indulgent, at other times severe, 
but always just and candid. Those young 
people who will not be wise, are distressed 
when they are reproved with a spirit of equi- 
ty, because they find, against their inclima- 
tion, they cannot reply. - pits 

Leave them a liberal freedom, so that their 

father’s house may not be their last choice; _ 
it is necessary that they should be happier 
there than elsewhere, and find those plea- 
sures which may reasonably be expected 
from a parent, who, though a friend to or- 
der, is indulgent from affection. yeti: 

~ May God heap his blessings upon them ! 
The education which you will give them 
must blossom to eternity. There it is that 
parents reap the fruit of the good advice they 
have given to their children, and that wor- 
thy fathers find themselves with their wor- 
thy sons, to be for ever happy. 

Aug. 16, 1753. 


LETTER X. 


WHAT has been said with regard to 
the person in question, i$ only founded on 
envy and malice. Is there a man in officé, 
ora man who hath written, that has not ene- 
mies ? Libels and satires make an impression 

» only upon weak heads; and you will ob- 
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serve, that the most vicious. and spotted 
characters are always most ready to believe 
calumny, and shew the greatest reluctance 
to see those whom they have offended. 
Prejudice; however, is so common, that 
many recommendations are wanted to deter- 
mine aman in office in favour of any person ; 
but there needs one word only to make him 
change, or to provoke him. This is the 
strongest proof of the depravity of the hu- 
man heart. Ost a BUS 

We should be obliged to see nobody, 
were we to shut our doors against all who 
have been ill spoken of. We ought to be 
very careful to avoid judging rashly. It is 
‘shameful to pass sentence against our bro- 
ther, when we have not sufficient proofs to 
accuse him. poe 

‘Many think they ought piously to give 
credit to all the evil which is spoken of their 
neighbour. They pretend to be ignorant 
that God hath expressly commanded us not 
to judge, lest we be judged; and that it is 
less criminal in his eyes, to commit faults 
which we repent of, than to accuse our 
brethren rashly. = 

The first rule of Christian charity is to 
belicve no ill, if we have not seen it; and 
not to publish it, if we have seen it. 
Besides, if he whom they would prevent 
you from seeing, secks the society of good 
“people, it is a proof he is not sucha liber- 
tine, as they pretend, or that he is inclined 
to reform. Perhaps his salvation depends 
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upon the good €xample you will set him ; 

therefore I would not have you reject him. 
Charity does not judge like the world; 

because the world almost never fails to judge 


amiss. 


’ pti 
~- 
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LETTER XI. — 


THE giving of alms is not sufficient to 
please God, for charity extends over all; 
you should not oppress your tenants, nor 
molest your vassals: they who with the 
greatest severity exact trifles, which they 
ought to despise, have not a proper sense of 
religion. Christianity is unacquainted with 
that sordid interest which is attentive to lit- 
tle things ; and they haye only the bark who 
are always upon the watch with their tenants; 
come too earthly, when it is over-anxious 
about worldly matters. ~_ 

Why torment yourself so solicitously a- 
bout the things that perish? The kingdom 
of Jesus Christ should have worshippers in 
spirit and in truth, whose hearts are not con- 
tracted by a self-interested conduct, and 
views merely carnal. 

I am troubled when I see people of for- 
tune living in dread of want, and, though 
very rich, often much more attached to a 
dirty piece of gold than a poor labourer 
would be. 
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I dare add, Sir, that all your works of de- 
votion will be absolutely useless, if you do 
not detach yourself entirely from the things 
of this world ; and cease to be the tyrant of 

our debtors, by a greediness after riches. 
It is better to forego a right, thaa to recover 
it by oppression.. The spirit of justice, 
which you plead in your favour, has no con- 
nection ak continual distrust, with appre- 
hensions about future want, and frequent 
wranglings, Pury seers 

If there are some disputes between you 
and your tenants, settle them more to their 
advantage than your own; it is conformable 
to the advice of Jesus Christ, who orders 
us, if they ask our cloak, to give our coat - 
also. All your superfluities, and even a — 
part of your necessaries, on urgent occasi- 
ons, belong to the poor ; so that you will be 
guilty if you accumulate. These are harsh 
truths, but the law was not made by me. 


foe am ——_—| 
LETTER XU. 


AT sight of the ideas, with which you 
have filled the work which you have com-: 
municated to me, my thoughts upon that 
subject were roused, and, according to my 
slender abuities, I formed an idea of man, 
such as he is, and such as he ought to be. 
TE see him at one and. the same time, so Iit- 
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tle, and so great ; so weak, and so strong ; 
that I have been at once, both vain and ex- 
cessively humbled. < 

Man presents himself under so many dif- 


ferent aspects, he unites so many contradic- : 
tions, that he must necessarily appear to be 
a creature entirely celestial, or a being en-: 


tirely animal. By his soul, he stands in the» 
most glorious and intimate relation to the » 


Deity. By his body, in the most humbling 
and most striking manner doth he participate — 


in non-entity. In the first view, he is a light 
which delights by its purity ; in the second, 
a night which terrifies by its darkness. 

Christianity, secure from every destruc- 
tive shoal, by always keeping a just medium, 
points out to us man upon earth, and in the 
bosom of God, as ina double centre, whence 
we issued, and to which we must return. - 

The looks which every infant raises to 
heaven from the moment of its birth, the 
tears with which it bedews its cradle, in a 
striking manner prove its origin to be at 
once terrestrial and divine. If its soul, like 
a budding flower, expands by insensible de- 
grees, the reason is, that it depends upon a 
body sluggish in its progressions. 


At last, the time comes when reason . 


pierces its way, and at first is only a spark, 
which either kindles a destructive flame, or 


produces a lively and beneficial light, accord- . 


ing to the manner in which it is guided, 
and the objects to which it is attached. I 
speak here of the passions, the appetites, 
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and education, which are so many influences 
acting upon man, with different degrees of 
vigour. If sensible things acquire dominion 
over him, he becomes the miserable slave of 
every surrounding object ; if, on the contra- 
ry, he be governed by spiritual things, he is 
monarch of himself, and his reason shines 
forth in all its lustre. Then God always ap- 
pears present to him, and the creatures are 
in his eyes only perishable blessings, which 
he must use as if he used them not. = 

‘We ought to regard, as a particular bles- 
sing of Providence, the happiness of being 
born under a government which rectifies our 
thoughts, and in the bosom ofa family which 
instructs us in the principles of virtue. . 

One thing is certain, that every man, in 

--whatever region he may be born, owes adu- 
ty to God, to his neighbour, and to his coun- 
try : ifhe beonly a private citizen, he ought 
to strive, by his labour and his talents, to © 
render himself useful to the community. 

If of an elevated rank, he owes a tribute to 
the public, which must: be paid, either by 
his application to affairs, or by his benefi- 
cence. : 

The man conversant with himself, lives al- 
most perpetually in an enemy’ s country : 
boiling blood, a wandering imagination, 

contradictory desires, fiery passions, raise an 
intestine war, often attended with sad con- 
sequences. 

He who desires to guide himself by the 
rules of wisdom, must pass his life in a con- 
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tinual struggle: for in us there are two 
men, the terrestrial and the spiritual, who 
are incessantly at war, and agree only when 
enlightened reason is the pilot; and an up-_ 
right heart the helm. Ext | 

Each of us ought to erect a throne to the 
Deity, in his own heart; otherwise it be- 
comes a chaos, without order or symmetry. 

The soul, surrounded by the senses, re- 
sembles a king encircled by his guards ; but 
if this sentinel suffers himself to be forced, 
and be not attentive to répulse those vices 
that would usurp the sovereignty, and make 
themselves masters of the place, then doth 
man groan in the most cruel anarchy. 

Hence comes it, that materialists and vi- 
cious men are sonumerous. The germ of 
immortality is choked, and the soul is ut- 
_terly disregarded, while they blindly follow 
the torrent of the passions. In vain doth 
she employ the voice of her faithful monitor, 
conscience. They withdraw from her the 
obedience which is her due; and openly 
treat as a chimera, that purely intellectual 
substance which may be justly called the 
mother of our thoughts, of our reasonings, 
and our affections, 

It was necessary that man should be at the 
same time terrestrial and spiritual, in order 
to answer his destination, according to the 
will ofthe Deity. Without a body he could 
not have enjoyed the material world, of which 
he was to bean inhabitant; without a soul, 
he would have been incapable of the know- . 
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ledge and possession of his Creator. Asa 
mixed being, he is at once subordinate to 
the elements, and superior | to the universe. 

_ Without man, the earth is only ; a vast de- 
sert ; ‘let us give ita juster epithet, it is only 
a grave : it Se: his hand for its cultiva- 
tion ; his society to be inhabited; so that, 
with reason she looks up to him as her mas- 
ter and sovereign. Accordingly she is atten- 
tive to acknowledge his supremacy and _ his 
care, by offering him, according to the 
course of the seasons, the most beautiful 
flowers, and the most excellent fruits.” 

The misfortune 4 is, that this man, whom 
the earth obeys as her king, leaves marks of 
his crimes and errors; there is no country 
which has not been bedewed with bloodshed, 
by hatred or fanaticism, by love or ‘ambit: 
on. The virtues have never appeared i im the 
world but like flashes of lightning, which 
shine and disappear in fe bosom of ne 
storms. ~~ 

Yet, perhaps, man is not so malignant as 
is imagined: idleness leads him into more 
excesses than perversity. Opportunities of 
doing mischief rise in crowds round the man 
who is unemployed ; I pretend not to paint 
man such as he is, but I have said enough 
to give a just idea of him, and oblige him 
to own, that when he unites himself to God, 
he isa whole, but w hen seperated from him, 
nothing. 

Reason, without religion, ‘like esd lu- 
minous exhalations which rise in the bosom 
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of night, enlighten, only to. guide to the 
brink of some precipice. ‘This age offers the 
most sorrowful examples of it! This age, 
which, notwithstanding the witand knowledge 
with which it is decorated, seems to forget 
God himself, in order to” e and adore 
phantoms. =o Bd Pid, 4 oy 
_ Great part of mankind are mere aborti- 
_ ons; they either cramp their heart by attach- 
ing it only to perishable objects, or stifle 
their understanding by employing it only in 
useless pursuits. Even the most sublime 
sciences are below the dignity of our souls, 
if they lead us not up to the Deity, their 


principle and end. ; 
-."Phese misfortunes have their source in 
man’s not being sufficiently sensible of the 
excellence of his soul, in his placing his van- 
ity in what can only humble him, in his be- 
ing defiled with the spots of sin. Death, 
which awaits him from the moment of his 
entrance into the world, can alone make 
him perfectly comprehend the importance of 
rising above all objects of sense; but death _ 
‘warns us not of our errors, until the-time 
for correcting them is no more. We ima- 
gine ourselves still in our cradle while he is — 
opening our tomb, and:casting us into it in” 
the midst of our. projects. It is mconceiva- 
ble with what a rapid course the moments 
flow from our birth to our death. Icompare 
them to a flash of lightning, which issues 
froma cloud, again to enter its bosom; so 
that, in afigurative sense, we may say man 
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is bars and dies in the space of asingle day. 
His birth is the dawn, his infancy the mor- 
ning, his manhood the meridian, and his 
death the evening. Then all objects really 
disappear from him, and eternal night over- 
whelms him in darkness; unless he be ilu- 
minated by that uncreated fight aire which 
the just shall be filed. | 
_ This great object man ought to keep 
tiotaanthy§ in view ; if he would be what he 
ought, let him represent to himself Death, 
holding the fatal urn, in which all generations 
are reduced to dust. This is the spectacle 
on which we must fix our eyes, if we would 
live like Christian philosophers. Thus man, 
here below, is only a shadow, which must 
pass away; if we would entertain a high 
idea of him, he must be contemplated in eter- 
nity. Itis, doubtless, a more glorious ob- 
ject than the firmament itself, to behold at 
its birth and its death that worm, called 
‘man, pass even into the bosom of God, at 
the moment when the earth crumbles under 
his feet, and a temporal life is taken from 


- him, that it may make room for one entire- 


ly divine. - 

"It is astonishing that this man, bronght 
into the world for so great purposes, should 
be so incurious to know them, and should 
incorporate himself with the vilest and most 
worthless objects, while he is expected in a- 
nother world to be essentially united with the 
Deity himself. 
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I am sensible that the night of the grave 
is, a. chaos which we.cannot unravel while we 
Janguish in this valley of tears. 

It is a gulph in which all our reason is 
Jost,, and which to us willbe for ever un- 
known till seen. Every time we see am 
disappear, .to go into the region of the dead, 
‘we ought to be assured that then all the ad 
culties of his soul acquire an activity which 
seryes to make him feel, in an ineffable man- 
ner, his eternal happiness. or misery. Man 
passes into the other life as he came into this, 
without knowing in what.country he is lan- 
ded... 

When we have lost sight of this world, to 
which we were accustomed, another pre- 
sents itself, but so extraordinary and so sub- 
lime, -as to bear no relation to the present. 

_ In vain do we apply tothe seiences, to 
raise us to the uncreated being, This life, 

properly speaking, 1 is only the life of the bo- 
dy, so severe is the tyranny of our appetites 
and of our wants, but the future life is entire- 
ly-that of the soul. There will it blossom, 
as in its proper soil; it will. no more be 
clogged with a mass of fiesh, which retard- 
ed all its operations, and so confounded it 
with terrestrial objects, that we would have 
suffered ourselves to be captivated by them, 

had not care been taken to silence the passi- 
ons. Thus. must. we re-unite the present 
with the future, the earth with heaven ; in 
a word, this world with the other, in order 
to be thoroughly acquainted with man; for, 
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in fact, he so appertains to the present and | 
the future life, that we only have a shadow 
of him if we do not follow him beyond the 
tomb. There he is expected, that he may 
come to the full knowledge of his greatness ; 
and there he will see himself like a) new 
- Pheenix, rise resplendent from his ashes; 
then will he learn, that his destiny was to live 
in the Being of Beings. a 

- Were man attentive to contemplate him- 
self here below, in the view of what he is to 
be at his death ; he would wish to hear fre- 
‘quent mention made ofthat happy moment 
when he shall be stripped of this miserable 
life, which retards his glory and felicity. — 

- Death, from which we have so great aver- 
sion, is notwithstanding the brightest and 
most glorious moment to man, if, while on 
this earth, he hath faithfully fulfilled his task 
according to the laws prescribed by religion. 
I form to myself the good man, in his dying 
moments, like the sun, which, after being 
covered by a thick cloud, at last pierces 
through the shades and mists, and shines 
forth with double lustre. The wants and 
passions of this life are so many clouds which 
darken us, and hide even from our own-eyes 
our dignity and our faculties. — 

I am not surprized, that to the Christian 
philosophers, death was a continual subject 
of meditation. When rightly viewed, it of- 
fers to mankind nothing but’ what is great, 
nothing but what is cheering. But we judge 


218 
of it only by the sepulchral horrors ; that is, 

_ by what has a relation solely to our body, and 

then it appears to us the most frightful spec- 

tacle. | 

__ This occasioned the saying of Sir Charles 

Borromeo, ‘ That if death was the body’s 
‘ enemy, it was the soul’s good friend, and | 

_ that man did not understand his own in- 

‘ terests when he did not wish ‘for it.’ 

_ Ought that moment, which will crown us 
with glory and happiness, to be an object of 
our hatred? The body isa frail building, © 
which must necessarily be demolished, that 
the soul may fly to its centre. It is like those 
scaffolds which architects use for the con- 
struction ofa palace, but which they remove 
when the pile is completed. ae 
~ Itis not to be doubted, that the reproachs 
es of conscience ordinarily give rise to this 
excessive fear of death. Doubtless it is aw- 
ful by reason of the ever inscrutable judg- 
ments of God; but he is mercy itself. He 
desireth not the death ofa sinner, and assures 
us that, when we return sincerely to him, 
he will forget all our iniquities, were they 
numerous as the sand of the sea. 

In the eyes of faith, death, far from be-_ 
ing the destruction of man, is a second cre- 
ation much more wonderful than the first ; 
because, instead of those miseries with 
which we have been beset from. our birth, 
we shall find, in dying, consolations, - and, 
‘blessings ‘ Which the eye hath not seen, 
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* nor the ear heard, nor hath it entered into 
‘ the heart on man to conceive. nt ) 


Aire #41 7 
LETTER XII. 


oi “YOU have often solicited me to cont- 
pose a treatise on the church; but, terrified 
by the boundless extent of the subject, I 
drop the pencil from my hands every time I 
attempt to sketch that magnificent picture. 

When I reflect that God himself, by his 
Word and Spirit, has begotten the church, 
in order to make of her a second heaven, 
much more luminous than the first ; and has 
given her his glory and holiness, to serve as 
a guiding light through all ages and nations. 
I feel my courage forsake me, and my very 
existence absorbed in gratitude and adovrati- 
on. This church we shall not know perfectly 
till we are in the bosom of God, from whom 
she is an emanation, and to whom, as to her 
supreme happiness, she incessantly tends. 
The world is a veil here below, which hides 
from us her brightness ; and it must neces- 
sarily be rent and disappear, that we may 
behold that divine church in all her beauty 
and all her immensity. Tow many men, 
powerful in word and in deed, between A- 
dam and the last of men, who shall complete 
the mysterious ring in which will be compre- 
hendéd’ all the celestial spirits and all the 
saints! This is, truly, that innumerable 
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multitude mentioned in the Apocalypse, 
which John saw in the midst of an ineffable 
rapture. 

Ina mystical sense, the church is an ex- 
act counterpart of the material world ; she 
is continually vivified by a central and divine 
fire ; enlightened by a sun, even in the mid- 
dle of the night; endowed with a fertility 
which makes her bud and. bring forth- fruit 
for time and for eternity : watered witha 
miraculous dew, by which, like nature, 
she is at once embellished and refreshed : 
she has her diamonds, her pearls, her glory 
her plants, her flowers: 

All the works of God are connected by so 
close relations, in such perfect harmony, that 
‘the corporeal aids the spiritual, the visible is 
united with the invisible, in order to form a 
whole, which blesses its Creator, and pu 
claims his excellence and majesty. 

Every private person in the church has 
his peculiar opinions with regard to religion, 
every sect its characteristic doctrine; but 
in the holy society, there is only one faith, 
ene salvation, one baptism. e 


LETTER XIV. 
Written in illness 10 a Friend. 


I AM truly very ill, but what comforts. ; 
me is,, that it is not of my own seeking, ce | 


e 
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I always honeys t, that every man should be 
careful of his health. 


Ignorant devotion will not agree in this 
truth; however, there is no doubt, that by 


destroying the springs of life, we put it out 


“: in God. 


of our power to discharge our duties. 

Sickness, when it is not an effect produ- 
ced by some excess, but is sent directly 
from God, is the most proper penitence to 
expiate our sins and errors. It scatters a 
wholesome bitterness over the pleasures of 
this life; it shades the objects which seem to 
dazzle us ; 3 it insensibly detaches us from 
whatever is mortal, and makes us familiar 
with death. 

I haye never been so sensible of my own. 
insignificance, as since the beginning of my 
illness ; Ihave seen that my body is only an 
edifice whichtumbles to pieces when least ex-., 
pected. Sometimes my disorder is acute, 
and sometimes it seems to sleep, but it is 
only to wake with double violence. 

Man, from the moment of his birth, be- 
comes exposed to all kinds of infirmities and 
accidents, and may, look upon every thing 
around him as the immediate cause of his 
ruin. When the body becomes weak, the 
soul should seem} to leave it to be united 
more closely with God, which is the only” 
means of rising superior to pains and suffer- 
ings, for all possible happiness is to befound 
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LETTER XV. a 


YOUR correspondent is now reduced 
to a state of great weakness, and employing 
his emaciated fingers in writing to you. 
Had I viewed only the glory of this world, I 
-. would have said to death, when he pre sented 
to me the cup of bitterness, Let that cup. 
pass from me. But happily my thoughts 
were entirely taken up with heaven, and I 
exclaimed to myself, How pleasing is this 
cup ! ; 

Tr is certain that in the eyes of faith there 
is no greater blessing than to unite ourselves 
to death, before he strikes the last blow. 
Since I feel him within me, and draw him 
in with my breath, he seems disarmed of his 
terrors, and while my days diminish, they 
become more valuable, by bringing me 
nearer to eternity. 

Here the violence of my pains obliges me 
to lay down my pen...I know not when, or 
if ever I shall resume it. 

A moment’s ease, after seven days and 
nights of continual pain, puts the pen again 
into my hand. One thing comforts me, 
that by the favour of heaven my mind ac- 
quires strength as my body decays, and there 
is only one thing that gives me real afflic. 
tion. I have not done all the good I ought 
to have done, for which reason I earnestly 
intreat you to pray to God, that he would 
pardon me, and deign to accept my sm: 
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remains of life, as an expiation for my 
sins. 

I die as I lived with gratitude to all who 
have done me service, and always your friend. 
....Forget me in the sight of men, before 
whom I shall soon be only a portion of dust, 
but remember me before God, in whom I 
have rested all my hope, that I may not be 
covered with confusion in eternity. 

It has been his will to shew me, in a 
dreadful manner, the nothingness of gran- 


“deur, even when I was surrounded with it, 


ts 
‘s x 
» 


by mixing for mea cup of gall _— worm- 
wood. Blessed be his name. 

If I have not the consolation of seeing you 
here, I-shall expect you in eternity, where 
{ hope we shall enjoy the invaluable blessing 
of meeting again in God, who will then be 
our universe, our element, and our life. 


This 26th of August, 1774._ 


THE END. 
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scripture is shown: an ac- which they are derived, 
count of several Jewish cus- 


TO WHICH IS ADDED, 
A Concordance tothe books called Apocrypha. 


The whole digested in an easy and regular method ; which 
together with the various significations and other improyements 
now added, renders it more useful than any book of the kind” 
hitherto published. 


BY ALE* ANDER CRUDEN, M. A. 


This excellent work having gone through 
five editions in England, and never yet been 


% 


printed in America, the publishers are induc- 
ed to believe, that among the numerous advyo- 
cates for the reading and study of those in- 
valuable writings within the compass of the 
United States, they will meet with sufficient 
encouragement to warrant their undertaking 
so large a work. They have accordingly 
made arrangements for putting it to press 
_ early the ensuing year ; and as they rely up- 
on the patronage of the readers of the Holy 
Scriptures, the utmost attention shall be 
given, to furnish them with as correct and 
handsome an index to the Bible, as the best 
London copy. - 


CONDITIONS. 


This work will be printed in one quarto 
volume containing upwards of 1000 pages, 
on a fine wove paper and a beautiful type 
now casting for the purpose. 

It will be delivered to subscribers bound 
in calf, at 10 dollars; well bound in sheep 
9 dollars §0 cents; and in boards at 8 dol- 
lars 50 cents, and no money required till the 
completion of the work. To non-subscri- 
bers the price will be enhanced. 
kA very common Edinburgh edition sold 
at nine dollars, and the London, on a much 
smallertypeand paper inferior tothat ofthe pro- 
posed Philadelphia edition, at eleven dollars. 

Subscriptions will be received by the pub- 
lishers at their store, No. 170, South Se- 
cond Street, Philadelphia; and by the princi- 


pal booksellers throughout the United States. 
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Fenelon, Francois de 
Salignac de la Mothe. 5 
Extracts from the writings® 


of qaghs Fenelon. 4 
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